
   
The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

  Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-pilotandgod1@gmail.com 
Office Hours: by Appointment during COVID 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share the 
love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

October 31, 2021 – 10:30 am. 

“Reformation Sunday” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “A MIGHTY FORTRESS” W. HELD 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
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God our comforter: 

Like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with 

our apathy and greed.  Free us from our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out 

to you for help.  Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes us righteous.  Let us rejoice with glad 

hearts for the forgiveness of all our sins. 

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION” ELW 654      

 
 

 

 



 
+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 

every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 

word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 

gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 

LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM:  Psalm 46 (Read responsively) 

 

1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

  a very present | help in trouble. 



 2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 

  
    3though its waters | rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 

  
    5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the | break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R 

  
    7The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 

  
    9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 

  
     11The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. R 

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 3:19-28 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 

that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for 

through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested 

by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 

who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through 

faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 

passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he 

himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 



 

  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 

but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 

prescribed by the law. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 

truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They 

answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 

What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON   
 
 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN  

YOUR WORD” 

ELW 517      



 
 

+ NICENE CREED  

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 



begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to 

the creed. 
 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows from the 

cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all people with 

persistence and hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and 

neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the will to 

curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the vulnerable. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 



We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on Tuesday at local 

polling places (especially). Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who govern so that 

communities of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit (especially). Strengthen 

hospitals, clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy 

spaces of renewal that all might live the abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and learning in 

confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, seminaries, and 

universities. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell in your 

holy habitation (especially). Give us courage through their example to challenge unjust 

systems and work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through 

Jesus Christ, our truth and life. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY “AMAZING GRACE” ORGAN & 

PIANO 

 



 

 
 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A God of abundance, 

C You cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 

heavens.  Accept the gifts you have first given us.  Unite them with the offering of our 

lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 

 
 

 
 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ's body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 



 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 
+POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast 

of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 

abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen 

 

A TIME OF COMMITMENT 

 

 

+ BENEDICTION 

  

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.  The holy 

Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

 

+ SENDING HYMN “A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD” ELW 504     



 
 

 

 

 



 

DISSMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. 

The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE “MY ROCK, MY FORTRESS” D. ELIOT 
 

 

 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

Piano      Greg Bittner 

 

 

A Living Gift has been given by: 

 

Jack and Mina Rutter in memory of Robert Soderberg for the Bell Choir. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded 

first thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

***Beginning on the weekend of September 11th and 12th, the Executive 
Committee of the Church Council has approved the following protocols: Due to the 
rise of cases of Covid-19 to the ‘High Range’ in Westmoreland County, the Executive 
Committee of Church Council is requiring all people, those vaccinated and those 
unvaccinated to wear a mask while inside the church building for worship 
services.  Attendance will still be taken.  Social distancing in the Sanctuary will 
continue.  These protocols will remain in place until further notice*** 

 



 
Happy Birthday to the following people this coming week: 

   

Julianna Paluch (11/02)  Isabella Trickett (11/04) 

Maggie Isler (11/04)   Jack Gesalman (11/06) 

  Gabrielle Trickett (11/04) 

 

 
WEEKEND BACKPACK LUNCH PROGRAM 

 

It’s that time of year again when the kids return to school.  
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church participates with 

several other churches to provide weekend lunches for 
children who currently receive free school lunches at 

West Point Elementary School, but have insufficient 
means to assure meals over the weekends.  We have 

volunteered to collect items to serve fifty-five (55) elementary school children 

at West Point Elementary School. Our next delivery is scheduled for December 9th.  Items 
may be dropped off at the church during office hours or during services. Items can be 
donated early to insure we have what the kids need most. All items are needed by 
Thursday, December 2nd. 
  

Please note – some changes have been made to the items for the lunches. 
  

Microwavable pastas  Snack (Goldfish, pretzels, pack of cheese 
apple sauce   crackers, etc) 
Pop Tarts (any flavor) or small Fruit snack or small box of raisins 
boxes/containers of cereal  Small bottle of water (OPTIONAL) 
 Individual pudding container or fruit  
(not refrigerated)  
NutriGrain or Granola Bar  
 

If you’ve helped pack lunches in the past, or are available to help we currently need to pack 



lunches for the kids at Westpoint. We will be meeting at the church on Tuesday, December 
7th at 10:00 AM to pack the lunches. Any help will be appreciated. 
 
The Apple basket is back, please find it in the hallway on the display case.  To participate 
in helping out needy kids, please take an apple, purchase the item listed, and return both 
the apple and the item to the office.  Thanks! 
 

 

 

All Women Are Welcome. Save the Date. 

 

WELCA Books, Games  

& Scriptures 
     
BGS will meet immediately following 

the conclusion of the SWPA Virtual Cluster Event Saturday, November, 13th. 

 

Bring your own lunch, drinks will be served. 
 

 

Southwestern PA  

Virtual Cluster Event 

Saturday, November 13th  

at 10am in person and via Zoom  

 

Hope for a New Day: Thankoffering Services 
 

We hope you will join us in the church sanctuary for the broadcast Zoom meeting “Hope for 

a New Day:  Thankoffering Services”.  However, if you are unable to come or prefer to 

watch from another location, you can log in from your computer, tablet, smart phone or 

similar device.  Just open the program or app Zoom & use the information below to join us 

a few minutes before 10am. 

 

The Zoom Meeting ID is 81937595936 

The Meeting Pass Code is 224476 

 

 If you don’t have a device to log in on you can choose to call in.  Using this option 

you won’t be able to see what’s going on but you’ll be able to hear the presentations and get 

a chance to comment on things yourself. 



The call in phone number is 1-312-626-6799 
 

 

SWPA W/ELCA 2022 Convention “Women Spreading the Word” 

will be held Friday & Saturday May 20-21 at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

 
 

 

Thank you for all of the prayers, cards 
and support for both of us through illness 
and for my birthday. 
 
Blessings to All, 
 
Jack and Mina Rutter 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation 
 

6th Grade Pre-Confirmation – will next meet on Nov. 6th, Saturday 12:00 PM. 
 

7th & 8th Grade Confirmation – 11:00 AM, Saturday (see dates below) 
 

7th & 8th Grade Classes will meet on: Nov. 6th & Nov. 20th, Saturday 11:00 AM.  

 

If you have a child in 6th, 7th or 8th grade and you did not receive a letter regarding 

Confirmation Classes, please call the church office at (724)834-1940. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to everyone who came out and 
participated in this year’s Trunk or Treat! 

 
 

 

Join us at Good Shepherd for a 
 

 

 

 
 

November 6th 12:00–4:00pm 
Chili makers needed!  

Please sign up in commons area  
or contact Rachel King @ 724-454-6476  

by October 24th.  
 

 
Please join us in honoring Veterans’ on Sunday, November 
14th at 10:30 AM; as the Youth of Good Shepherd honor    
Veterans’ at this special service. 
 

 
If you know a Veteran you would like to honor, please sign up on the sign-
up sheet in the lobby.  
 
We would also like to include pictures of the Veterans here at Good Shepherd 
on the monitor for the Veteran’s Day service. If you did not submit one last 
year, please drop them off in the office or email them to 



shepherd501@yahoo.com. Please mark them clearly so that they can be 
returned to you.  Thank you. 
 
Immediately following the Veterans’ Service will be a Potluck Luncheon.  
Meat and cake will be provided, please sign-up (sheet in the lobby) to bring 
a food item. 
 
Practice for Veterans Day Service will be held at 
6:30pm November 7th - asking all youth participating 
to attend. 
 

 

 
 

All Saints Weekend  
November 6th / 7th, 2021 

 

A sign-up sheet is now available so that members can list the names of people who 
have died since Sunday, November 1st, 2020. 
 
This is open to family members and friends, as well as members of the congregation. 
 
We will light a candle and toll a bell as each name is read. 
 
The following list will be published in each of the Bulletins, new additions will 
continue to be added to up to the weekend of November 6th / 7th, 2021. 
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ALL SAINTS WEEKEND 

 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have entered eternal rest this past year and we 

praise God for all those who have gone before us. While we honor and miss those who 

have passed away, we know that in Holy Baptism, God united all the faithful into one holy, 

catholic and apostolic church: the church on earth and the church in heaven. 

 
James Bartolomucci  Harold Frazier   Bob Soderberg 

Eleanor Besser  Nancy M. Immel  Carol Stewart 

David Boyer   Shirley J Knackstedt  Roger Sullenberger 

Martha Chomko  William R. Knackstedt Larry Toppley 

Elva Clouse   Owen Luker   Burnese Walkins   

Mildred E. Cramer  Norma J. Menoher  Denny Weston 

Betty J. Crock   James Nagy    

Eleanor Elliott   Carol Ober 

Nick Elliott   Frank Sabich 

Phylis Elliott   George Smith 

 
 

Harvest Home Collection 
 

“The Lord has done great things for us;  

we are glad”  Psalm 126:3 
 

Please bring your donated food items on Saturday 
November 13th or Sunday November 14th for our annual Harvest Home collection.  
 
This year we are collecting items for distribution from our outdoor food pantry, so 
the items particularly needed include:  apple juice, breakfast bars, 
alfredo sauce, canned chicken salad, condiments, peanut butter 
and jelly. Any other non-perishable food items like soup, canned 
tuna or chicken, packaged noodle or rice side dishes and 
microwavable mac & cheese or pasta meals are also welcome. 

 
Any questions contact Rachel King 724-454-6476 

 
 
 



 
Thanksgiving Baskets 

 
Our Turkey is back sporting all of his feathers.  
Please look in the hallway on the Display Case for 
the turkey feathers identifying items and gift cards 
needed to complete Thanksgiving Baskets. We are donating baskets to help out 
some of our area friends to assure that they will have a nutritious and filling 
Thanksgiving meal this year.   Needed food items include: 
apple juice, sweet potatoes, green beans, corn, instant mashed potatoes, stuffing 
mix, cranberry sauce, turkey or chicken gravy, cookies (no peanut butter or nuts). 
We also need $25 supermarket gift cards to allow families to buy a turkey and 
perishable items.   
 
Please return the item(s) and feather to the Church Office no later than Monday, 
November 22nd. 
 
Any questions please see Kim in the Church Office. 
 

 

 
 

Committee Chair Meeting 

 

A Committee Chair Meeting 

    is scheduled for 

Wednesday, November 3rd 
       at 7:00PM. 

Your input is important. 

 

The meeting is open to All. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

First We Give of Ourselves: 
 
Giving in Response to God’s Grace 2022 
 
Pledge cards are now available on the Counters’ 
Table. 

 
 
Please complete your card for our time of giving or fill it out and return it no 
later than November 6th/7th.  
 

 

Christmas in the air.”  W.T. Ellis 
 

Please Join us for a Lovely Evening for our Annual: 
 

       Advent Dinner 

 

Advent Dinner is scheduled to be Sunday, December 5, 2021 @ 5:00 PM. 
 

A sign-up sheet will be available to sign-up in the Lobby to bring sides. 
(meat and dessert will be provided). 

 
Please sign-up as soon as possible so we know how many are coming; 

our maximum capacity is 66 due to Covid restrictions. 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


