
   
The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-pilotandgod1@gmail.com 
Office Hours: by Appointment during COVID 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share the 
love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word 

September 19, 2021 – 10:30 am. 

“Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER” D. HEGARTY 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
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God our comforter: 

Like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with 

our apathy and greed.  Free us from our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out 

to you for help.  Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes us righteous.  Let us rejoice with glad 

hearts for the forgiveness of all our sins. 

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “LET THE WHOLE CREATION CRY” ELW 876   
 

 



+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy. R 

 

For the peace from above, 

And for our salvation, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. R 

 

For the peace of the whole world, 

For the well-being of the church of God, 

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. R 
 

For this holy house, and for 

All who offer here their worship 

And praise let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, 

gracious Lord. 

Amen. R 

 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children.  

Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom 

and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20 
 

It was the Lord who made it known 

 To me, and I knew; 

  then you showed me their evil 

 deeds. 



19But I was like a gentle lamb 

   led to the slaughter. 

And I did not know it was 

 against me that they 

   devised schemes saying, 

“Let us destroy the tree with its 

 fruit, 

  let us cut him off from the land 

 of the living, 

  so that his name will no longer 

 be remembered!” 

 
20But you, O Lord of hosts, who 

 judge righteously, 

  who try the heart and the mind, 

let me see your retribution upon 

 them, 

  for to you I have committed my 

 cause. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:  Psalm 54:4 (Read responsively)

 

   Save me, O God, | by your name; 

 In your might, de- | fend my cause. 

  2Hear my | prayer, O God; 

 Give ear to the words | of my mouth. R 

 

 3For strangers have risen up against me, 

  And the ruthless have | sought my live, 

Those who have no re-|gard for God. 

  4Behold, God | is my helper; 

 It is the Lord who sus-|tains my Life. R 

 

 5Render evil to those who | spy on me; 

In your faithful-|ness, destroy them. 



  6I will offer you a | freewill sacrifice 

 And praise your name, O lord, for | it is good. R 

 

 7For you have rescued me from every trouble, 

 And my eye looks down | on my enemies. 

 

SECOND READING:  James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works 

are done with gentleness born of wisdom.  14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition 

in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.  15Such wisdom does not come down 

from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.  16For where there is envy and selfish 

ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind.  17But the wisdom from 

above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 

without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.  18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace 

for those who make peace. 

 

 4:1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not 

come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have 

it; so you commit murder.  And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage 

in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask.  3You ask and do not 

receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.  
7Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  8Draw 

near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL:  Mark 9:30-37 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 



[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee.  He did not want anyone to 

know it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be 

betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will 

rise again.”  32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

  

   33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What 

were you arguing about on the way?”  34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued 

with one another who was the greatest.  35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.”  36Then he took a little 

child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37”Whoever welcomes 

one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but 

the one who sent me.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON   
 
 
 
 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY 

FATHER” 

ELW 781   

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
+ APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love for you. 

Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together for your sake. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care for this 

world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual efforts to heal our 

environment. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict (especially). 

Inspire leaders to listen to each other and work towards peaceful solutions to disagreements. 

Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in their home or country. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help them find 

appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path forward seems bleak. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in us your 

call to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their faith and our 

commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray for all 

who grieve today (especially). Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY “GRANT US THY PEACE” W.A. 

MOZART 

 
 



 
 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A God of abundance, 

C You cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 

heavens.  Accept the gifts you have first given us.  Unite them with the offering of our 

lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

+ BENEDICTION 

  

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.  The holy 

Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.   

Amen. 

 
 



 

+ SENDING HYMN “ON OUR WAY REJOICING” ELW 537   

 
DISSMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. 

The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE “GOD, MY NOBLE CREATOR” J.S. BACH 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 
 

A Living Gift Has Been Given By 

 

 

Barbara Henderson in memory of our Son Alan Henderson for his 50th Birthday, Love - his 

Mother and his sister Jody and her family, and also his son Ryan and his family for Major 

Repairs. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded 

first thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

 

***Beginning on the weekend of September 11th and 12th, the Executive 
Committee of Church Council has approved the following protocols: Due to the rise 
of cases of Covid 19 to the ‘High Range’ in Westmoreland County, the Executive 
Committee of Church Council is requiring all people, those vaccinated and those 
unvaccinated to wear a mask for while inside the church building for worship 
services.  Attendance will still be taken.  Social distancing in the Sanctuary will 
continue.  These protocols will remain in place until further notice*** 

 

 
Happy Birthday to the following people this coming week: 

 

Tina Rager (09/19)   Tristyn Mays (09/20)      

Jessica Darragh (09/23)  Kenneth Hill, Jr. (09/25) 

Michael Hook (09/26) 

 



 
GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 

 
A big “Thank you” to all of the volunteers who worked on our “God’s 

Work, Our Hands” project last Saturday. Thanks to you we were able to 
do lots of yardwork, including trimming trees and bushes all around the 

church (including the Sheridan Memorial), do edging around the Fairfield 
Drive sidewalk and driveway, and mowing the lawn (special thank you to 

Bill for the lawn cutting).  We also washed all exterior windows and social 
room interior windows, cleaned paving stones, and deep cleaned the 

kitchen stove (say bye-bye to a lot of greasy buildup!).  Your hard work 
is greatly appreciated! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Is reading the Hymns 

in the Bulletins 

Too Small or Blurry? 

 
Then this is your opportunity to borrow one 

of our Hymnals so it is easier to read / sing 

the hymns during services. 

 

To borrow a copy please see Kim in the Office to sign-out a Hymnal. 

 
 
 



Save the Date 
 
We would like to invite the congregation to 
join us at Good Shepherd for a catered 
dinner on Sunday, September 26th at 
5:00pm to recognize and show 
appreciation for all that Jenny Luffy did 
while Office Manager. 

 
Cost $10 Adults 

$5 Children 10 & Under 
 

**Tickets will be available before Saturday 
& Sunday services 

September 18th & 19th. 
 

Dinner will be catered by Giannilli’s.   
 
Ticket sales will cover the dinner and a gift 
for Jenny. 

 
All members of the congregation are welcome. 

 
Contact Rachel King for tickets by Sunday, September 19th, 724-454-6476 

 
 

 

WEEKEND BACKPACK LUNCH 
PROGRAM 

 

It’s that time of year again when the kids return 
to school.  Good Shepherd Church participates with 

several other churches to provide weekend lunches for children who 
currently receive free school lunches at West Point Elementary School, but 

have insufficient means to assure meals over the weekends.  We have volunteered to 

collect items to serve fifty-five (55) elementary school children at West Point Elementary 

School. We are on the schedule for October 7th. Items may be dropped off at the church 
during office hours or during services. Items can be donated early to insure we have what 



the kids need most. All items are needed by October 1st. Please note – some changes 

have been made to the items for the lunches. 
  

Microwavable pastas   Snack (Goldfish, pretzels,  
Microwavable mac and cheese    Pack of cheese 

crackers, etc) 
Pop Tarts (any flavor) or    Individual fruit snack or box of  
Small Containers of cereal (any flavor)  raisins  
NutriGrain or Granola Bars  IF YOU WANT – sm. Bottles of 
Individual apple sauce    water 
Individual pudding or fruit (non-refrigerated) 

 
If you’ve helped pack lunches in the past, or are available to help we currently need to pack 
lunches for the kids at Westpoint. We will be meeting at the church on October 3rd, at 
12:30 PM to pack the lunches. Any help will be appreciated. 
 
 

 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

‘Blessing of the Animals’ 
Sunday, October 3, 2021  

at 5:30 PM 
 

Sunday October 3, 2021 at 5:30 PM, Good Shepherd 

will be having a service to commemorate St. Francis 

of Assisi and bless our pets.  You are encouraged to 

bring your beloved pets to the service.  Each pet will 

receive a blessing, hug or pet and a word of 

appreciation.   

 

Please call the office to notify us of how many people and pets are coming.   

 

The offering for the evening will go to a local animal shelter. 

 



 

COME JOIN US 
FOR 

TRUNK OR TREAT 
 

Open to ages Pre K to 6th Grade come and Trick or Treat with 

us in the church’s parking lot on Saturday, October26th, from 

1PM to 3PM.  Rain or Shine 
 

Sure to be Goulish good fun! 

 

 

CARDS FOR BONNIE 
 

Bonnie is doing well after surgery.  If you would like to send cards, here is her address: 
 

Bonnie Altman 

115 Edgemont Road 

Ligonier, PA 15658-8521 

c/o Mrs. Roger Sidehammer 
 

Thank you in advance for your words of love and best wishes for recovery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you for all the cards, phone 

Cards, and well wishes, and especially for 
All the prayers,  

Love and Support. 
 

Bonnie Altman 


