
   
The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
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     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 
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A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share the 
love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

August 22, 2021 – 9:30 am. 

“Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “BREAK THOU THE BREAD OF LIFE” R. HUGHES 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God 

of mercy. 

Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

 

mailto:pilotandgod1@gmail.com
mailto:shepherd501@yahoo.com
http://www.goodshepherdgbg.org/
http://www.rockinghorsepreschool.com/


God, our provider, 

Help us, it is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when 

they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own 

understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and 

your ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?  Share with us the 

words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God; in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the 

bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy; you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “AWAKE, MY SOUL, AND WITH  

THE SUN” 

ELW 557  

 

 



+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 
 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and 

preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the 

heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 
2aAnd Joshua said to all the people, 14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in 

sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the 

River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, 

choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region 

beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me 

and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 

 

  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve 

other gods; 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land 

of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He 

protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we 

passed; 18and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the 

land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:  Psalm 34:15-22 (Read responsively) 

15The eyes of the LORD are up- | on the righteous, 

  and God’s ears are open | to their cry. 

 16The face of the LORD is against those | who do evil, 

    to erase the remembrance of them | from the earth. 

 17The righteous cry, and | the LORD hears them 

  and delivers them from | all their troubles. 

 18The LORD is near to the | brokenhearted 

  and saves those whose spir- | its are crushed. R 

  



19Many are the troubles | of the righteous, 

  but the LORD delivers them from | every one. 

 20God will keep safe | all their bones; 

  not one of them | shall be broken. 

 21Evil will bring death | to the wicked 

  and those who hate the righteous | will be punished. 

 22O LORD, you redeem the life | of your servants, 

  and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished. R 

SECOND READING:  Ephesians 6:10-20 

10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, 

so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not 

against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against 

the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to 

withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, 

and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 
15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of 

peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all 

the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God. 

 

  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 

and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I 

speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the 

gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I 

must speak. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 



 

GOSPEL:  John 6:56-69 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 
57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will 

live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which 

your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He 

said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 

 

  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can 

accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to 

them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to 

where he was before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I 

have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do not 

believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who 

was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no 

one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 

 

  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 

  

  67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter answered 

him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to 

believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 
 

SERMON   
 
 
 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “O JESUS, I HAVE PROMISED” ELW 810  

 



 
 

+ APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 



he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the gospel 

of peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring life-

giving rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you have 

provided for all your creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give guidance 

to bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis, disaster, and 

war. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are lonely and 

feeling abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany all who are 

persecuted and exploited and open us to their cries. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in life 

such as a new job, new school, or new community (especially). Sustain enduring 

friendships and kindle new relationships and interests. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you thanks 

for the saints who have gone before us (especially). Renew our confidence in your promise 

of resurrection and life in the world to come. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 



Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
 

 

OFFERTORY “VERSET FOR THE KYRIE” A. BOELY 

 
 

 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Jesus, Bread of life, 

You have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.  Gather 

what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we 

receive here, your body for the life of the world. 

Amen. 

 



+ GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 



but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 

Come! 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 

During the distribution the congregation and choir shall join in singing Lamb of God 

 
+POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.  As 

you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own 

life.  In your name we pray.  

Amen. 

 



+ BENEDICTION  

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

+ SENDING HYMN “HOW SWEET THE NAME OF 

 JESUS SOUNDS” 

ELW 620  

 
 

 



DISSMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. 

You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE “ORGELSTUCKE IN F’ MAJOR” J. RINK 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

 
We are announcing the passing of Linda Brigaman as of Friday, August 13th.  Linda was a 

former member of Harold Zion Lutheran Church. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded 

first thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

 

 

***Beginning August 17, Council has approved the following new protocols:  
Mask wearing is optional for fully vaccinated people, however due to a recent letter 
from our Bishop, Kurt Kusserow, and the movement of Westmoreland County into 
the range of Substantial Cases of Covid 19, our Congregation Council is strongly 
recommending that all individuals, including fully vaccinated people, wear masks 
while inside the building. Attendance will still be taken.  Social distancing in the 
Sanctuary will continue.  These protocols will remain in place until further 
notice.*** 

 
 
 
 



GOOD SHEPHERD 
BLOOD DRIVE  
WILL BE HELD ON  

Tuesday, August 24, 2021 
   1:00PM-6:30 PM 
  Where:  Social Room 

  

Please do not donate blood after June 29th to be eligible to donate in Aug.  
 

Please call 1(800)RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter: gbg to schedule an Appointment 

 
  Appointments are available and encouraged.   

Walk-ins are welcome. 
                

    Share the vibe. Give blood to help save lives. 
 

 

 

Women of the ELCA 

Fall Pot Luck Dinner  

Monday, September 13th at 6 PM 

Join us for a night of sharing good food (drinks both 

hot and cold provided), and a thought provoking presentation and discussion. 

Guest Speaker is Pastor Susan Irons – talking about  

“Coming back together again? Is it possible?” 

A sign up sheet is posted in the commons area. 

All women are welcome! 

We will be taking an offering for the Blessed Bundles Project. 

 

 



Calling all women, young & old alike 

to Celebrate with a day of fellowship at the NWPA 

& SWPA Women of the ELCA 

 one day retreat at  

Camp Lutherlyn  

Saturday,  September 18, 2021.   

Come & enjoy the camaraderie, the fun, the laughter, the learning, the music, the 

relaxing!  Come see what Camp Lutherlyn is like without spending the night!  Come get 

a boost of spirituality & fun after all this time apart!  The day will include time to visit a 

prayer room, shop in a Fair Trade store, rock or sit on the wrap around porch, compete in 

a Corn Hole Tournament Bingo, go on a holy hike, learn about internet safety, donate to 

our designated outreach, hear from the nominees for next years recipient & cast your 

vote, participate in discussion with Pastors Kristen Papson & Beth Siefert as we celebrate 

50 years of ordination for women, and so much more! Adults, Girls and Teens who have 

reached confirmation age are welcome to attend.  CDC and state guidelines will be 

maintained.  Medical excuses cannot be accepted and masks are to be worn at all times.  

Face shields are not considered a mask.  Social distancing will be practiced and hand 

sanitizer will be provided.  Registration for the 

day includes all activities & 3 meals 

(continental breakfast, lunch & dinner) for 

$67.  Payment & registration must be received by 

Jeannie North in Pittsburgh by Aug. 27th.  Karen has 

forms or they can be found at 

www.swpasynod.or/ministries/welca within the 

W/ELCA Friends Inc. Summer 2021 newsletter pages 7-8.  If I’ve sparked your interest, 

please contact Karen Gesalman at 724-837-1439 for car-pooling, forms, or more details. 

 

 

http://www.swpasynod.or/ministries/welca


Save the Date 
 
We would like to invite the 
congregation to join us at Good 
Shepherd for a catered dinner on 
Sunday, September 26th at 5:00pm to 
recognize and show appreciation for all 
that Jenny Luffy did while Office 
Manager. 

 
Cost $10 Adults 

$5 Children 10 & Under 
 

Dinner will be catered by Giannilli’s.   
 

Ticket sales will cover the dinner  
and a gift for Jenny. 

 
All members of the congregation are 
welcome. 

 
Contact Rachel King for tickets by Sunday, September 19th, 724-454-6476 

 
 

WEEKEND BACKPACK LUNCH 
PROGRAM 

 
It’s that time of year again when the kids return to school.  

Good Shepherd Church participates with several other churches to 
provide weekend lunches for children who currently receive free school lunches at West Point 

Elementary School, but have insufficient means to assure meals over the weekends. We are on the 

schedule for September. Items may be dropped off at the church during office hours or during 

services. Items can be donated early to insure we have what the kids need most. 
  

 Pop Tarts (Any flavor)   MultiGrain/Granola Bars  
 Mac & Cheese Meals   Rice Krispie Treats 
 Pasta Meals     Individual Snack Bags 
 Fruit Snacks  



 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 
 

Save the Date:  

 
Saturday, September 11th, starting at 9:00AM. 

 
We will turn our attention to our church home for this year’s “God’s Work, 

Our Hands” project by scheduling a work day on Saturday September 
11th, starting at 9:00AM.  We will be doing clean up/fix up tasks 

recommended by the Property Committee. 
 

Please save the date to help keep Good Shepherd Church in good shape 
for carrying out our ministries to the local community. 

 

 

 

ATTENTION MEALS-ON-WHEELS  

        COOKIE BAKERS 

Only store bought cookies are accepted at this time. 

We are still collecting cookies for Meals-on-Wheels.   

At 180 meals per day, 5 days a week, we get enough 

cookies for about 2 days.  

 Please check your schedule and bring your cookies to the church  

– the 2nd Sunday of each month.   

New contributors are always welcome.  



Opportunity to Sign-out a Hymnal 

 
In order to make it easier to read the hymns for the services 

Good Shepherd is now allowing parishioners’  

to sign-out a copy of one of our hymnals. 

If you are interested in borrowing a hymnal, 

 please see Kim in the Office to sign and get a copy.  

 

 
Marriage Encounter Weekends 

 
How is your marriage? For many couples, the 
Coronavirus put a lot of stress on their relationship. 
Lutheran Marriage Encounter is designed to renew and 
revitalize your marriage no matter whether your 
relationship is very strong and you would just like some 

time together or whether you are struggling.  
 
Now is the perfect time to sign up to attend a Weekend. 
 
The registration fee has been waived for this year, so you pay only 
the amount specified on the website for 2 nights in your group-
rate hotel room and 5 meals for each of you.  
 
Also, scholarship funds are available for anyone in need. Simply 
e-mail or call us at the information below before you register. 
 
Which Weekend will work for you: 
 
October 1-3, 2021 -- Heritage Hotel Lancaster in Lancaster, PA--
Famous for its Robin Hood-inspired restaurant, Loxleys 
 
October 15-17, 2021 -- Hyatt Place, Pittsburgh/Cranberry--spacious, modern decor 
guestrooms with couches--an hour north of Pittsburgh 
 
Should complications arise, your payment is refundable up to a month before the 
Weekend. Weekends begin at 8 PM on Friday night and end at approximately 3 PM on 
Sunday.  



REGISTRATIONS WILL BE LIMITED, so sign up NOW while there 
are still openings.  
 
Simply go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org, find your chosen 
Weekend, fill out the form, and pay the amount specified with a 
credit card, or print the form and mail with a check.  
 

Don't miss this opportunity to create a more intimate and joyful marital relationship! For 
questions, please contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & 
Julie Schamber, fjschamber@comcast.net or call: 724-325-3166. 


