
   
The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-pilotandgod1@gmail.com 
Office Hours: by Appointment during COVID 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share the 
love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

August 15, 2021 – 9:30 am. 

“Mary, Mother of Our Lord” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

    

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God 

of mercy. 

Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
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God, our provider, 

Help us, it is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when 

they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own 

understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and 

your ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?  Share with us the 

words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God; in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the 

bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy; you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “FOR ALL THE FAITHFUL WOMEN 

Verses 1, 6, 11 

ELW 419 

 
 



 

 

 

+ 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 
 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son, you made 

known your gracious regard for the poor, the lowly, and the despised. Grant us grace to 

receive your word in humility, and so to be made one with your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:7-11 

7Because [the] shame [of God’s people] was double, 

  and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot, 

 therefore they shall possess a double portion; 

  everlasting joy shall be theirs. 

 

 8For I the LORD love justice, 

  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

  and their offspring among the peoples; 

 all who see them shall acknowledge 

  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

  my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 



 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

  to spring up before all the nations. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:  Psalm 34:1-9 (Read responsively) 

1I will bless the LORD| at all times; 

  the praise of God shall ever be | in my mouth. 

 2I will glory | in the LORD; 

  let the lowly hear | and rejoice. 

 

 3Proclaim with me the greatness | of the LORD; 

  let us exalt God’s | name together. 

 4I sought the LORD, who | answered me 

  and delivered me from | all my terrors. R 

 

 5Look upon the LORD| and be radiant, 

  and let not your faces | be ashamed. 

 6I called in my affliction, and | the LORD heard me 

  and saved me from | all my troubles. 

 

 7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who | fear the LORD 

  and de- | livers them. 

 8Taste and see that the | LORD is good; 

  happy are they who take ref- | uge in God! 

 

 9Fear the LORD, you saints | of the LORD, 

  for those who fear the | LORD lack nothing. R 

 
 

SECOND READING:  Galatians 4:4-7 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 

as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then 

also an heir, through God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 



+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 1:46-55 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
46Mary said,  

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

 50His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

 51He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 



 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON   
 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “SIGNS AND WONDERS” ELW 672 

 

 



 

+ APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

You have revealed your love for people overlooked and cast aside, sending your son to be 

born among the humble and poor. Send your church to proclaim good news to those who 

feel abandoned, despised, or rejected and make our congregations places of genuine 

welcome and hospitality. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

All creation longs for healing and restoration. Thwart the destruction of plant and animal 

habitats and amplify the voices of those who advocate for wise stewardship of the earth’s 

resources. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We remember your promise to our ancestors and look to you for justice. Expose pride, 

greed, and exploitation wherever it is found and raise up humble leaders who act on behalf 

of those who are poor, oppressed, or in other need. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 



Your Spirit lives in our hearts and makes us heirs of salvation. Rescue us from shame and 

dishonor. Lift up the lowly, fill the hungry with good things, and have mercy on those who 

turn to you for help (especially). God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Mary’s song of praise and amazement echoes through this assembly. Attend to those in this 

congregation expecting a child and console those struggling to conceive. Come to the aid 

of those enduring a difficult pregnancy and those who have experienced a miscarriage. 

God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We give thanks for the saints who have found refuge in you, O God (especially Mary, 

mother of Jesus). As you have delivered them from all their afflictions, so save us from all 

our earthly troubles until that day when we sing your praise together in heaven. God, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving 

love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 

OFFERING 
 

 

OFFERTORY   

 

 
 



 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Jesus, Bread of life, 

You have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.  Gather 

what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we 

receive here, your body for the life of the world. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

+ SENDING HYMN “CANTICLE OF THE TURNING” ELW 723 

 



 

 
 



 
DISSMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. 

You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   
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Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

A Living Gift has been Given by the Following: 
 

Richard Connolly in memory of Mildred Cramer for the Memorial Fund 

Jane Elliott in memory of Mildred Cramer for the Memorial Fund 

Jack & Dorothy Gesalman in memory of Mildred Cramer for the Major Repairs Fund 

Jack & Dorothy Gesalman in memory of Norma Menoher for the Major Repairs Fund 

Scott and Michele McMahan in honor of their 40th Wedding Anniversary 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded 

first thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

***Beginning May 29th & 30th, Council has approved the following new protocols:  
Mask wearing is optional for fully vaccinated people, temperature check is no 
longer required, sanitization of hands upon entry to the church is optional.  
Attendance will still be taken. Social distancing in the Sanctuary will continue.  
These protocols will remain in place until further notice.*** 



Correction to the August Newsletter:  The deadline for articles for the September 

Newsletter is Tuesday, August 17th; Newsletter folding will still be done on 

Wednesday, August 25th. 
 
 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
BLOOD DRIVE  
WILL BE HELD ON  

Tuesday, August 24, 2021 
   1:00PM-6:30 PM 
  Where:  Social Room 

  

Please do not donate blood after June 29th to be eligible to donate in Aug.  
 

Please call 1(800)RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter: gbg to schedule an Appointment 

 
  Appointments are available and encouraged.   

Walk-ins are welcome. 
                

    Share the vibe. Give blood to help save lives. 
 

 

 

ATTENTION MEALS-ON-WHEELS  

        COOKIE BAKERS 

We are still collecting cookies for Meals-on-Wheels.   

At 180 meals per day, 5 days a week, we get enough 

cookies for about 2 days.  

 Please check your schedule and bring your cookies to the 

church  

– the 2nd Sunday of each month.   

New contributors are always welcome.   

Only store bought cookies are accepted at this time. 



One Day Retreat at  

Camp Lutherlyn 

Calling all women & girls to attend  

a ONE DAY RETREAT at  

Camp Lutherlyn Saturday,  

Saturday, September 18, 2021.  

Come & enjoy the camaraderie, the fun, the laughter, the learning, the 

music, the relaxing!  The day will include time to:  visit a prayer room, shop 

in a Fair Trade store, rock or sit on the wrap around porch, compete in a Corn 

Hole Tournament Bingo, go on a holy hike, learn about internet safety, 

donate to our designated outreach, hear from nominees & cast your vote for 

next recipient, celebrate 50 years of ordination for women, and more!  CDC 

and state guidelines will be maintained.   

Registration includes all activities & 3 meals (continental breakfast, lunch & 

dinner) for $67.  There are grants available to help cover up to half of the 

cost.   

Grant forms are due by July 31st.   

Payment & registration must be received by Jeannie North in Pittsburgh by 

Aug. 27th.  Karen has forms or they can be found at 

www.swpasynod.or/ministries/welca within the W/ELCA Friends Inc. Summer 

2021 newsletter.  If interested, contact Karen Gesalman at 724-837-1439 

for more details. 

 

We continue to need help with Cleanup outside the 

Church.  If you have experience or have  

time to volunteer,  

please see Kim in the office.  

An updated list of items is available in the office.   

We really need your help! 

http://www.swpasynod.or/ministries/welca


Save the Date 
 
We would like to invite the 
congregation to join us at Good 
Shepherd for a catered dinner on 
Sunday, September 26th at 5:00pm to 
recognize and show appreciation for all 
that Jenny Luffy did while Office 
Manager. 

 
Cost $10 Adults 

$5 Children 10 & Under 
 

Dinner will be catered by Giannilli’s.   
 

Ticket sales will cover the dinner  
and a gift for Jenny. 

 
All members of the congregation are 
welcome. 

 
Contact Rachel King for tickets by Sunday, September 19th, 724-454-6476 

 
 

WEEKEND BACKPACK LUNCH 
PROGRAM 

 
It’s that time of year again when the kids return to school.  

Good Shepherd Church participates with several other churches to 
provide weekend lunches for children who currently receive free school lunches at West Point 

Elementary School, but have insufficient means to assure meals over the weekends. We are on the 

schedule for September. Items may be dropped off at the church during office hours or during 

services. Items can be donated early to insure we have what the kids need most. 
  

 Pop Tarts (Any flavor)   MultiGrain/Granola Bars  
 Mac & Cheese Meals   Rice Krispie Treats 
 Pasta Meals     Individual Snack Bags 
 Fruit Snacks  



Marriage Encounter Weekends 
 

How is your marriage? For many couples, the Coronavirus 
put a lot of stress on their relationship. Lutheran Marriage 
Encounter is designed to renew and revitalize your 
marriage no matter whether your relationship is very 
strong and you would just like some time together or 

whether you are struggling.  
 
Now is the perfect time to sign up to attend a Weekend. 
 
The registration fee has been waived for this year, so you pay only 
the amount specified on the website for 2 nights in your group-
rate hotel room and 5 meals for each of you.  
 
Also, scholarship funds are available for anyone in need. Simply 
e-mail or call us at the information below before you register. 
 
Which Weekend will work for you: 
 
October 1-3, 2021 -- Heritage Hotel Lancaster in Lancaster, PA--
Famous for its Robin Hood-inspired restaurant, Loxleys 
 
October 15-17, 2021 -- Hyatt Place, Pittsburgh/Cranberry--spacious, modern decor 
guestrooms with couches--an hour north of Pittsburgh 
 
Should complications arise, your payment is refundable up to a month before the 
Weekend. Weekends begin at 8 PM on Friday night and end at approximately 3 PM on 
Sunday.  

REGISTRATIONS WILL BE LIMITED, so sign up NOW while there 
are still openings.  
 
Simply go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org, find your chosen 
Weekend, fill out the form, and pay the amount specified with a 
credit card, or print the form and mail with a check.  
 

Don't miss this opportunity to create a more intimate and joyful marital relationship! For 
questions, please contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & 
Julie Schamber, fjschamber@comcast.net or call: 724-325-3166. 


