
  
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-pilotandgod1@gmail.com 
Office Hours: by Appointment during COVID 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share the 
love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

May 9, 2021 – 10:30 am. 

“Sixth Sunday of Easter” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “COMMUNION” G. YOUNG 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN “LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING ELW 631 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C  CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 



 

 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into 

our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 

promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 

 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues 

and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 

people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



 

 

PSALM: Psalm 98 (Read responsively) 

 
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R 
 5Sing to the LORD| with the harp, 

  with the harp and the | voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 

  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 
 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 

  the world and those who | dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the 

earth. 
 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peo- | ples with equity. R 

 

SECOND READING:  1 John 5:1-6 

 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when 

we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God 

conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it 

that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but 

with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the 

truth. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 15:1-8 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 

 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may 

be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one 

has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if 

you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 

does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 

made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me 

but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 

Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands 

so that you may love one another.” 

 

 
 

SERMON   

 



 

 

 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “JESU, JESU, FILL US WITH YOUR 

LOVE!” 

ELW 708 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

+ NICENE CREED   

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 

 

 

 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all 

Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and 

witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth 

with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and 

soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant your 

word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of 

the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are 

sick or suffering (especially). Provide for those needing homes or medical care and point 

us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our own communities. Be with the 

dying (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and 

mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, 

those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a 

loving mother. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with 

thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives (especially). Keep us 

united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY “INTERMEZZO FROM SONATA NO. 4” J. 

RHEINBERGER 

   

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

A God of love, 

C you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives 

and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for 

the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

 



 

 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages 

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

through whom you created all things, 

and in whom you take delight. 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot 

and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

and won for you a holy people; 

he stretched out his hands in suffering 

in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

 



 

to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 
  

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 

hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the 

hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord..   Amen. 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 

Jesus. The God of life, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 



 

 

+ SENDING HYMN “WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS” ELW 666 

 
 



 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE “WHEN IN OUR MUSIC GOD IS 

GLORIFIED” 

T. ALBRECHT 

 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 
 

 

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 
 

Bill & Janet Ambrose to Property in loving memory of son, Jim Ambrose. 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 
 

***Just a reminder that the previous protocols that Council put in place requiring 
masks be worn, temperatures taken, and hands sanitized upon entering church 
remain in place until further notice.*** 

 
 

Good Shepherd Graduates - If you know of anyone that is graduating this year from 

high school, college or trade school, please notify the church office via email 

(shepherd501@yahoo.com) or leave a note on the desk. 

 

mailto:shepherd501@yahoo.com


 
 
 

Mark your calendars! VBS will be July 26-30th 
Registration begins May 1st through June 12th 

You can register online @ www.goodshepherdgbg.org 
Paper forms available upon request 

Limited spots so register early! 
 

If interested in volunteering please contact Rachel King 
724-454-6476. 

 

 

 

SPRING CLEAN UP 
MAY 15, 2021 

9:00 am. 

Contact Fran Ober for details. 
 
 
While the office is in this transition period, volunteers are needed to answer the 
phone. If you are able to volunteer, please sign up on the list in the church office. 
During this time, please call the church (724)834-1940 before coming during the 
week to make sure the doors are open. Thank you. 
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Blanket Sunday 
 

In loving memory of:    Given by: 
Mabel Brunot     Jay & Jean Brunot 
Mildred Harrold     Jean & Jay Brunot 
Marie-Lisa     Isabelle Bruggeman 
Mothers     Denny & Carol Clawson 
Ruth Gesalman     Mark & Lynda Gesalman 
Helen Bean     Mark & Lynda Gesalman 
Bea Frederickson    Darlene Frederickson 
Dora Jones     Marion Bendl 
Morna Livengood    Donna Sheridan 
Elva Clouse     Dorothy & Jack Gesalman 
William Shea     Lillian Shea 
Sue McIlwain     Don McIlwain 
Dorothy Earlewine    Gail & Dave Brown 
Joan Brown     Gail & Dave Brown 
Mary Chew     Bonnie Altman 
Mary Ambrose     Bill & Janet Ambrose 
Florence Wilson     Bill & Janet Ambrose 
Kathy Gorman     Dorothy & Jim Stewart 
Laura Gatons     Pat Gatons 
Josephine Heiman    Pat Gatons 
 
 

In honor of:     Given by: 
  Janet Ambrose & Linda Luffy   Chuck & Jenny Luffy  
  Pauline Staricek     Jay & Debbie 
  Ida Moyemont     Jay & Debbie 
  Robin Atwell     Marion Bendl 
  Brandi Askey     Gail & Dave Brown 
  Mellisa Brown     Gail & Dave Brown 

 
   

 

 
 
 


