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‘The Pastor’s Pen’ 
 

 

“We had hoped”... they said. Two men who had been followers 
of Jesus were walking on the road with Jesus on that same 
evening that he had risen from the dead. “We had hoped...” they 
said... It is a powerful thing, hope is. 
The unemployed man hopes for a job. The troubled teen hopes 
for a better relationship with her parents. The young woman 
hopes to find a suitable life partner. The man hopes for a 
treatment plan that will help with his cancer. 
It’s difficult to hope without the impish fear that stands in the 
corner, whispering, “What if?”  What if there are no jobs?  
What if my parents never understand me?  What if I never find 
the right man?  What if I die? When hope is threatened, as 
Christians from a Lutheran perspective we turn to the truth and 
reality of Jesus’ resurrection.  To the conscious and the 
unconscious fears, to the suspicion that life is meaningless, to 
the doubt that life can be fulfilling, to the cynical mindset that 
eternal life really doesn’t matter. The Christian proclamation of 
Easter, of resurrection, is an affirmation.  Listen to these words 
from the First Epistle of Peter (1:3-9) Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us 
a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, 
even if now for a little while you have had to suffer many trials, 
so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than 
gold that, though perishable, is tested with fire—may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.   
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Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy; for you are receiving the outcome 
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 
As we continue thorough these seven weeks of the Easter 
season, the resurrection of Jesus is at the heart of what we 
believe.  It is an historical fact upon which our life with God 
depends, upon which our hope for tomorrow depends, upon 
which our confidence of life after death depends.  If Jesus did 
not really return to life, then just forget it!  But don’t waste 
your time on a Christ who simply lives in our memories, simply in 
our hearts like a sentimental picture on a church wall. That is not 
the resurrected Christ... Our Christ, our Savior, is alive.  Alive 
now.  More alive than you and I have ever been.  Alive as God, 
alive as the human being that shared our humanity.  Alive for 
us, for you and me. Alive for rebirth, alive for transformation.  
There’s this one big Easter event upon which everything else 
depends.  But God isn’t about just this one resurrection.  God 
is about transforming our lives every day. What are your 
moments of transformation, of resurrection, of new life?  
Where have you found them in your faith journey, in your 
relationships, in your work life?  We believe that God is a God 
of resurrection, that what happened on that first Easter was not 
only transformative for all of creation and all of history, but set 
the stage for how God continues to work in your life, in my life, 
in the life of this congregation, and in the world.                                  
 
With You in Christ,  
 
Pastor Frank + 
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COUNCIL NEWS 
 

APRIL COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

MINUTES:  March minutes accepted as presented 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  March report accepted as presented.  

Monies received by Paypal shown as quarterly. 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  March report accepted as presented. Pastor 

Frank added that he thought Holy Week went well and expressed 

thanks for the help. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

WORSHIP AND MUSIC: 

A.  Motion made to allow “soft” singing during the worship service.  

Motion carried.  

B.  Reminder to be placed in the bulletin and newsletter indicating that 

the mask requirement and other COVID protocols are ongoing until 

changed by council. 

C.  Rear sanctuary door to be reopened to allow better flow before and 

after the service. 

D.  Upcoming memorial services will follow same COVID protocols 

as the worship service. Committee chair got estimates from restaurants 

regarding catering the meal. Two families that intend to have 

memorials have expressed the desire to go to a restaurant following the 

memorial service. No further changes to be made at this time. 

E.  The Martha Committee fund is in good shape and remains under 

the W/ELCA account. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 

A.  Vacation Bible School is on the calendar for July 26 through 30th.  

Looking for volunteers. Contact Rachel King if interested in helping. 

B.  Sunday Club is finished for the year. Survey sent out to parents of 

pre/K to 5th children to see how they felt the virtual program went. 

YOUTH: 

A.  Tyler Fauth is our senior and he would like to go to a Pirate Game 

and the Hard Rock Cafe so trying to make his request possible. 

B.  No chicken BBQ planned as youth eligible to go to the Gathering 

next year have not expressed much interest in going. 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY: 

A.  Next Backpack Program date is May 6th. Items are due May 2nd. 

B.  Blanket Sunday will be held on the weekend of May 8th and 9th 

(Mother’s Day weekend). 

EVANGELISM: 

A.  Pastor Frank will continue to distribute offering envelopes that 

have not been picked up yet 

FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Positions open…see New Business. 

PROPERTY: 

A.  Spring Clean up, indoor and outdoor, to be held May 15th and 

coordinated by Fran Ober. 

PERSONNEL:  Office Manager position open. See New Business. 

ROCKING HORSE PRESCHOOL:  Enrollment stable for next 

year. Mother’s Day Tea planned. Graduation planned for May 27th. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Need a chairperson. 

W/ELCA:  Cluster Meeting to be held this weekend. Pastor to check 

on ZOOM link. 

CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE:  Motion amended as follows… 

 Article 2: Meetings 

Sec. 1  The annual meeting of this congregation shall be held the third 

Sunday in January unless an emergency situation arises. The 

emergency can be declared by the federal government, the state or local 

government, the governor of this commonwealth, the bishop of this 

synod, or a majority of the Executive Committee of this congregation.  

An emergency situation can be, but not limited to, the following: 

dangerous weather conditions, declared local or state travel or meeting 

restrictions, death, or problem with the church building. The meeting 

will be rescheduled at the earliest possible date to be determined by the 

Congregational Council. Notification of the new date shall be posted on 

church property and the church’s web page and through other possible 

dissemination methods. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 A.  Kitch Eagle Scout Project — No new information. 

 B.  Memorial Services—See Worship and Music above. 

 C.  Executive Committee Quarterly Meeting to be scheduled. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

A.  Received and approved resignation from Jenny Luffy, Office 

Manager .  

B.  Received and approved resignation from Shelley Cottrill.   

C.  Assistant Treasurer position—Susan Plummer has agreed to act as 

both Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer as allowed by church 

constitution.   

D.  Copy machine…Motion approved to remain with our current 

copier company as recommended by the church office. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

A.  June/July newsletter deadline is May 17th 

B.  Neighborhood Yard Sale — not participating this year. 

C.  Notice in change in Pastor Life Insurance Policy  

D.  A new Counting Schedule has been mailed to the Counting 

Committee 

 

NEXT MEETING is MAY 17, 2021. 

Detailed Reports are available in the office. 

 

 

Congregation & Committee News 
 

Are you interested in volunteer opportunities? We have A LOT of 

them. We need help with Altar Guild, 

Worship & Music (Service help), 

Public Relations, Visitation, Mission, 

Property, any committee. Where are 

you being called? Contact the 

Committee Chair (listed on the front 

cover), the church office or a Council member for more information.   

 
Good Shepherd Graduates - If you know of 

anyone that is graduating this year from high 

school, college or trade school, please notify the 

church office. 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

BLANKET WEEKEND – MAY 8 & 9, 2021 

Mothers’ Day weekend this year is May 8th & 9th, and once again Good 

Shepherd Church members are invited to participate in a collection to 

fund the acquisition and distribution of blankets and other disaster 

relief items to people in need. For the small sum of $10.00 you can give 

a blanket to help victims of earthquakes, storms, fires, or the ravages of 

war. Please use the Blanket Sunday envelopes provided with your 

weekly bulletin or in the commons area to make your donation in honor 

of or in memory of a mother, grandmother or other special woman this 

Mothers' Day. 
 

WEEKEND BACKPACK LUNCH PROGRAM 
Good Shepherd Church participates with several 
other churches to provide weekend lunches for 
children who currently receive free school lunches at 
West Point Elementary School, but have insufficient 
means to assure meals over the weekends. We are on the 
schedule for May 6th. Items may be dropped off at the church 
during office hours or during services. All items are needed by 

May 2nd. 
  

 Pop Tarts (Any flavor) 
 Mac & Cheese Meals 
 Pasta Meals  
 Fruit Snacks  
 MultiGrain/Granola Bars   
 Rice Krispie Treats 
 Individual Snack Bags  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

 

Frolic is hoping to resume in September. 
 

 

Help us keep Rocky Railway on track by 
donating. We may have been derailed in 
2020 but will be coming into station 
summer 2021. Some items for this event were 
purchased in 2020 to ensure we had them. Please consider a 
monetary donation. You can PayPal from the church website 
(please note the money is for VBS) or send a check directly to 
the church, again please note on check that it is for VBS. 

 

Any amount is greatly appreciated. Thank you! 
 

Mark your calendars! VBS will be July 26-30th 
Registration begins May 1st through June 12th  

 

You can register online @ www.goodshepherdgbg.org 
Paper forms available upon request 

Limited spots so register early! 
 

If interested in volunteering please contact 
Rachel King 724-454-6476. 

      

Thank you to all who participated this year! 
Hopefully we can kick back off in September in 

person! 
 

  
 

http://www.goodshepherdgbg.org/
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Jr Youth- Be on the lookout 

for more details planning to go 

to the drive in in the upcoming 

months  

 

Sr Youth- Be on the lookout for 

more details on a Pirate Game & 

Hard Rock Café  
 

 

 Good Shepherd Food Pantry is full and 
available to anyone in need! Please don’t 

hesitate to use or spread the word to 
anyone you know in need. Two bins located 

below one for donated items other bin is 
filled with baby items for anyone in need of 

those items. 
 

*** Some items we are in need of apple Juice, breakfast 
bars, alfredo sauce, chicken salad, condiments, peanut 

butter & jelly  
 

Any questions contact Rachel King 724-454-6476 

 

MAY 15, 2021 

9:00 am. 
Contact Fran Ober for details. 

Meet at Good Shepherd 
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ATTENTION MEALS ON WHEELS COOKIE 

BAKERS 
 

STORE BOUGHT COOKIES ONLY at this time. Please drop your cookies 
off AT THE CHURCH.  
 

COOKIE BAKERS (GROUP 1) Cookie Sunday is May 9, 2021. 
Linda Dunheimer Fran Robb Sue Strasser 

Barbara Henderson Jackie Sheleheda Barbara Tychinski 

Fran Ober Donna Sheridan Tammy Welsh 

 
 

 

 
 

SWPA W/ELCA 2021 Designated Outreach: Blessed Bundles  
based in The Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, North Huntingdon. 

They will continue to be the SWPA W/ELCA designated outreach 

recipient until we can safely gather together to vote for a new one. 

Distributions of baby & toddler items to families in need are held every 

3rd Sat. of the month 11am – 1pm. If you know of anyone in need of 

baby supplies, email BLESSEDBUNDLESLCOOS@gmail.com for 

information on receiving supplies. We are asked to donate some of the 

items listed below. Requested Items are: Diapers (their most needed 

item, size preemie – 7), Wipes, Baby Toiletries (Baby Wash, Baby 

Shampoo, Baby Lotion, Diaper Cream, Baby/Toddler Toothbrushes), 

Gently Used or New Baby Equipment & Toys (Infant Swings, Pack & 

Play, Activity Centers, Play Mats, Books, etc.), New Bottles, New Sippy 

Cups, New Straw Cups, Bibs, Baby/Toddler Utensils, Target Gift Cards 

(where most of their diapers are purchased – their monthly expense prior 

to the stay at home orders for just diapers and wipes was over $1,000). 
Please remember that financial contributions are also accepted by 

making checks payable to SWPA Women of the ELCA designated to 

Blessed Bundles and mailing them to Donna Petrell (Treasurer of the 

SWPA Women of the ELCA) 110 Bashford Dr., Moon Township, PA 

15108. Please include a note that you are from Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church in Greensburg, Cluster 4 and that the enclosed check 

is a donation for Blessed Bundles. You may contact me, Karen 

Gesalman, at 724-837-1439 with any questions. 

mailto:BLESSEDBUNDLESLCOOS@gmail.com
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Special Collection for Blessed Bundles 
May 1st 9-10 a.m. 

Jennifer Schaefer will be collecting baby items in our parking lot & 
delivering them to Blessed Bundles (who helps families with babies 
& toddlers). Requested Items are:  Diapers (their most needed 
item, size preemie – 7), Wipes, Baby Toiletries (Baby Wash, Baby 
Shampoo, Baby Lotion, Diaper Cream, Baby/Toddler 
Toothbrushes), Gently Used or New Baby Equipment & Toys 
(Infant Swings, Pack & Play, Activity Centers, Play Mats, Books, 
etc.), New Bottles, New Sippy Cups, New Straw Cups, Bibs, 
Baby/Toddler Utensils, Target Gift Cards (where most of their 
diapers are purchased). Financial contributions are also accepted. 
You may contact, Karen Gesalman, at 724-837-1439 with any 
questions. 
 

Ladies, do you feel the need to connect with 
women of faith in a safe way during these 
strange times? Have you ever wondered what 
Camp Lutherlyn was like but not sure about 
spending the night or the whole weekend?  

Have you been to camp & miss the camaraderie of being with other women 
for fun, learning & relaxing? Then save the date September 18, 2021 for a 
women’s 1 day getaway retreat. Girl’s and Teens who have reached 
confirmation age are also welcome to attend. Plans are being made for a 
great day spent at camp while CDC Guidelines will be maintained. Watch for 
more information in the coming months. 

 
 

 
 

A special thank you to our Good Shepherd Church friends for all the 
cards and condolences we received when my mother, Elva Clouse, 
passed away. All was truly appreciated. 
 

Sincerely, 
Dorothy and Jack Gesalman Family 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
 
DATE OF POSTING-APRIL 13, 2021 
JOB TITLE: OFFICE MANAGER 
SUPERVISOR: THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI 
 
GENERAL JOB DESCRIPTION: The Office Manager shall be responsible for 
overall office management including general office work, oversight of 
personnel and such other duties as may be requested by the Pastor or 
Church Council. 
 
DUTIES/RESPONSIBILITIES: Answer the phone, check messages, check 
and sort mail, check email. Prepare bulletins for regular Saturday / Sunday 
and special worship services including typing, printing, folding, updating the 
calendar, posting living gifts and important announcements, coordinate the 
facilities for church events and outside group’s activities, update weekly 
bulletin and sermon on the website, attend weekly staff meetings, update 
prayer list, check bulletin boards for updated materials, record weekly 
attendance and list ‘Living Gifts.’ Prepare monthly newsletter, prepare Church 
Council agenda, coordinate updating website, prepare annual reports, 
prepare all worship materials throughout each season of the church year. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE POSITION- Computer Skills including Microsoft 
Office Suite, Database Knowledge, Office Equipment (Copier, Scanner), 
Interpersonal Skills, Strong Organization, Ability to work independently, time 
management and confidentiality. 
 
HOURS: This position requires a 25 hour work week, including office work 
from 9:00am-2:00pm Monday through Thursday and 5 flex hours. 
 
SALARY: Negotiable based on experience. There are no benefits offered for 
this position. 
 
Please submit a letter of interest and resume as soon as possible, Attention: 
Pastor Frank Podolinski. 

 

While the office is in this transition period, volunteers are 
needed to answer the phone. If you are able to volunteer, please 
sign up on the list in the church office. During this time, please 
call the church (724)834-1940 before coming during the week to 
make sure the doors are open and try to adhere to any deadlines 
that have been put into place for collections. Thank you. 
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News & Announcements  
 

 

*There are currently NO schedules due to current events. Therefore, 

if you are at a service and see a need, please pitch in. 
  

*To include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church 

office by 12:00 pm. Wednesdays. 

 

***Just a reminder that the previous protocols that Council 
put in place requiring masks be worn, temperatures taken, 
and hands sanitized upon entering church remain in place 
until further notice. And “soft” singing has been approved 
by council*** 
 

The deadline for the June/July Newsletter is May 17th and 

folding will be Wednesday, May 26th at 9:30 am. This is a 

TWO month newsletter 

 

 
 

Shirley Barefoot 

1825 Ross Mountain Park Rd. 

New Florence, PA  15944 

 

Ralph Demi (Fritz) 

1043 Towne Square Dr. #112 

Greensburg, PA  15601 

 

Kim Morrison 

202 Grove St. 

Jeannette, PA 15644 
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Happy Birthday to: 
 

Sue Rhome (May 1) 

Colin Ecker (May 2) 

Greg Harbaugh (May 2) 

Robert White (May 2) 

Bill Benton (May 3) 

Nancy Deemer (May 4) 

Dennis Clawson (May 9) 

Anthony Japalucci (May 9) 

Mary Ann Smith (May 10) 

Macklin Harbaugh (May 16) 

Halla Miller (May 17) 

Addison Hoone (May 18) 

Luke Sikora (May 18) 

Ashley Fearer (May 21) 

Terry Mays (May 21) 

Cameron Alderson (May 22) 

Matthew Alderson (May 22) 

John Mathers (May 22) 

Kristen Ecker (May 23) 

Iver Tarris (May 23) 

Mycal Jones (May 27) 
 

 

(If we have missed your birthday, we do not have it in our records. 

Please help us update them. Thank you) 

 

 
We welcome Kimberly Hornin and son, Jacob Hornin to the 

Good Shepherd Family 
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Dear Good Shepherd Family, 

After much consideration and prayer, it is with a 

heavy heart that I have decided to leave my role 

as Office Manager at Good Shepherd. The last 11 

years at Good Shepherd have been wonderful.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed my position and have 

met and gotten to know many amazing people. 

You have provided me with support, guidance and 

encouragement. I have made many friendships 

that I hope will continue even though I won’t be 

in the office. 

I look forward to continuing as a member of the 

Good Shepherd family. 

Love, 

Jenny 
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PRAYER LIST - Our thoughts and prayers are with the following:  

Good Shepherd Members: 

Marion Bendl  Ken Mowl  Joyce Coates 

Janie Glott  Tom Sidon  Debbie Bartolomucci Karen 

Val Pollock Jane Barnard MaryAnn Smith  Jean Mathers  

Dustin & Connor Wodoslawsky Jay   John Sarp 

Karen Smith Nancy Deemer John Strasser  Lillian Shea 

Jean Turnbull Ashley Fearer Miriam Starenchak  Dorothy Gesalman 

   

Friends and relatives of the Good Shepherd family: 

Jeff Guhl  Lisa Appleby Marilyn DePalma  Patricia Crytzer 

Andy  Eric Altman Carly    Barbara DePalma  

Todd DiOrio Lily  Connie Altman  Tom Taylor 

Cara Jo Gourley Dora Neighley Alan McGee  Sue Brussalis 

Matt  Mary Swantner (Kim Jones Mom)  Carl Johnson  

Olivia Kissell Jill Coates  Family of Jordan Tomson Mary G.  

Kathy C.  Johnny Desantis  Bill, Janie Glott’s Brother David Mellon 

Kayla  Lauren & Baby Mr & Mrs. McKnight Myrna McCloskey  

Eric  Danielle Day Chad Amond  Barbara Ross 

Marc Glott Mary Kovolosky Scott   Glenn Trout 

Debbi Brown Riley Balcita Andy Evans  MaryAnn Popovich 

Maria  Hudson Donahue Andy, Sandy & Ethan 

      

Those in care facilities: 
Twin Lakes Nursing Home: Vanita Permar  

Westmoreland Manor: Fred Beehner 

Redstone Highlands: Bernie Fisher (Murrysville), Charlotte Hein, Joan Rappold  

New Haven Court: Mildred Cramer, Norma Menoher, Carole Bridges,  

Brookdale: Laura Diaz 

St. Annes: Becky Demi, Jack Immel 

Arden Courts: Helen Johnson 

Ridegeview Residential Care: Betty Crock 

Walnut Ridge: Nancy Immel 
 

Those in the Service   

NATIONAL GUARD  Spencer Goehrig     

IRAQ:    Paul Harrold,   

NAVY:    Michael Shupe 

ITALY:    Derek Leach 

ARMY RESERVES:  Ryan Ilich 

FORT LEWIS:   Lindsey Patrick 
 

We pray for the safety of all military personnel and their families and give thanks to God for 

their service to our nation. 

 

We welcome names for the Good Shepherd prayer list. Names will appear on 

the list for one month unless we are contacted to keep them longer. Thank 

you. 

 

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of: 
 

James Bartolomucci 
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