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A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word & Sacrament – March 21, 2021 – 10:30 am. 

“Fifth Sunday in Lent”  
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “AH HOLY JESUS, HOW HAST THOU OFFENDED” H. WALCHA 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast 

love, our rock and our redeemer.   Amen. 
 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who 

is full of compassion. 
 

Fountain of living water,  

Pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we 

have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive 

in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so 

love.   Amen 
 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace; by the saving love of Jesus 

Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are † forgiven, and God remembers them no 

more. Journey in the way of Jesus.    Amen. 
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+ GATHERING HYMN “THROUGH THE NIGHT OF DOUBT AND 

SORROW” 

ELW 327 

 

 



 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

+ KYRIE 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. 

Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live 

in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the  

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they  

 

 



 

shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 

LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: 51:1-12 (Read Responsively) 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 

  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. R 
 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 

 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. R 
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 

  and blot out | all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
 11Cast me not away | from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 

  and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit. R 

 

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 5:5-10 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who 

said to him,  

 “You are my Son, 

  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  

 “You are a priest forever, 

 



 

  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 

tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 

reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 

suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all 

who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 

Melchizedek. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+ LENTEN ACCLAMATION 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

+ GOSPEL: JOHN 12:20-33 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came 

to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 
22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus 

answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell 

you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but 

if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their 

life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and 

where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 

No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a 

voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd 

standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 

him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the 

judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am 

lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind 

of death he was to die. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 



 

SERMON 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN” ELW 343 

 
 

 



 
 

 
+APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your church a 

community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people courage to forgive; 

through them show the world new possibilities. Bless ministries of repentance and 

reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your presence, 

and you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that prepares the soil 

for seeds; protect all from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires (especially). Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 



 

You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world to shape 

communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them creativity to work 

for the welfare of all. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know your 

presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing of mind or 

body, those who are dying, and all who grieve. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in discipleship. 

Equip children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and learning ministries. Give 

us your truth and wisdom and teach us to follow Jesus. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have given us 

words to worship you (especially Thomas Cranmer). With all those who have died in 

Christ, bring us into life everlasting. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY  “WHEN I SURVEY THE 

WONDROUS CROSS” 

D. HEGARTY 

 

+ OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Faithful God, 

You walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from 

heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 



 

 

+ GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

+ THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

With  name/s and  your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children 

may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like 

to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the 

world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has 

made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

 

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy 

and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. 

 

God bless you that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  

Amen.   

 



 

 

+ SENDING HYMN “OH, THAT THE LORD WOULD GUIDE MY 

WAYS” 

ELW 772 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  “O LAMB OF GOD” J.S. BACH 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. If you are looking  

for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good Shepherd family. 

 



 

 

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 

 

Jack & Dorothy Gesalman and Joyce Coates to Meals on Wheels in memory of Elva 

Clouse (Dorothy’s mother). 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Members call Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836 to 

designate. When prompted say “Thrivent Choice”. 

Need only supply your first and last name and date 

of birth. Must be completed by March 31st. 

Puppet Shows during Lent 
 

Visit our Facebook page Wednesdays during lent to view a series of puppet shows. 

The puppet show is called “The Voice of God.” It was written by Lutheran pastor, 

Edward Markquart, and will feature a different character every week from Jesus’ 

walk to the cross. Afterward the show can be found on the church website. 

 

 
Our next Blood drive is on April 21, 2021. To schedule an 

appointment online visit redcrossblood.org. In the top 

right corner is a red box that states “Find a Blood Drive”, 

type in gbg. Select Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. 

Appointments recommended, however, walk ins welcome. 

 

EASTER BASKETS 

This year we will be gifting the recipients of our Easter Baskets with a Grocery 
Store Gift Card. If you would like to donate a gift card or provide an Easter prayer 
or card to include with the gift card, please just drop them off in the office by 
March 28th and Jenny will make sure they receive them. 
 



 

Easter Lilies are available to purchase in memory, in 

thanksgiving, or in honor of someone or something for Easter. 

You can order a lily by signing up in the commons area or 

calling/emailing the church office. The cost of a lily is $11.00. 

Last day to sign up is March 22. 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

March 27/28  Palm Saturday (5:30 pm.) Sunday (10:30 am.) 
If you are not comfortable attending service in person, palms will be available for 
congregation members to pick up on Thursday March 25th between the hours of 
9:00 am. and 2:00 pm. They will also be available for drive thru pick up on Sunday 
March 28th from 12:00 - 1:00 pm. While supplies last. 

 

March 31 Healing Service (7:00 pm.) A brief service which ministers healing, hope, love and  
  Comfort through faith-filled prayer in the name of Jesus Christ. 
  

April 1  Maundy Thursday Service (7:00 pm.) This service commemorates the Washing of 
the Feet (Maundy) and Last Supper of Jesus Christ with the Apostles. The service 
ends with the stripping of the Altar. (Join us on Facebook Live) 

 

April 2  Tenebrae Service (7:00 pm.) Readings trace the story of Christ’s passion, music  
  portrays his pathos, and the power of silence and darkness suggests the drama of 

this momentous day. As lights are extinguished, we ponder the depth of Christ’s  
suffering and death; we remember the cataclysmic nature of his sacrifice as we  
hear the overwhelming sound of the “strepitus”; and through the return of the  
small but persistent flame of the Christ candle at the conclusion of the service, we  
anticipate the joy of ultimate victory. (Join us on Facebook Live) 

 
 

April 3  Easter Eve Service (5:30 pm.) 
 
April 4  6:30 Sunrise Service  
  10:30 Resurrection of Our Lord (Join us on Facebook Live) 

During both of these services, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection. We celebrate his  
unending love and share this good news will all the world. Alleluia! 

 

Help is needed at all services! If you are planning on attending and are 
willing to help, please let the office know. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


