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Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word & Sacrament – January 31, 2021 – 10:30 am. 

“Fourth Sunday after Epiphany”  
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “BLESSED STATE OF FAITHFUL SOULS” J.S. BACH 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is 

poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.   Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 

Holy God,  

You search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our 

hearts are burdened by sin – our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn 

inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. 

We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive 

us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our 

tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy.   Amen 
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How vast is God’s grace!  

Through the power and promise of † Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are 

claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 

we are called to be the beloved community living our Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s 

reconciling peace.    Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN “DEAREST JESUS AT YOUR WORD” ELW 520 

 

 



 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 

continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak 

truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 

your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD 

your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the 

LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD 

replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet 

like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, 

who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the 

words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any 

prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a 

word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: 111 
1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with | my whole heart, 

  in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation. 

 2Great are your | works, O LORD, 

  pondered by all who de- | light in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds, 

  and your righteousness en- | dures forever. 

 4You cause your wonders to | be remembered; 

  you are gracious and full | of compassion. R 
 5You give food to | those who fear you, 

  remembering forev- | er your covenant. 

 6You have shown your people the power | of your works 

  in giving them the lands | of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithful- | ness and justice; 

  all of your pre- | cepts are sure. 

 



 

 8They stand fast forev- | er and ever, 

  because they are done in | truth and equity. R 
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your cove- | nant forever; 

  holy and awesome | is your name. 

 10The fear of the LORD is the begin- | ning of wisdom; 

  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise en- | dures 

forever. R 

 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not 

yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 

  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world 

really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-

called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for 

us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

  7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 

accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an 

idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” 

We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this 

liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others 

see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since 

their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So 

by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when 

you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, 

you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, 

so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: MARK 1:21-28 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 

synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 

having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with 

an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 

Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus  



 

rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, 

convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, 

and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He 

commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to 

spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

SERMON 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED” ELW 311 

 
 



 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY  “THE KING OF HEAVEN, HIS TABLE 

SPREADS” 

B. GLYNCANNON 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms 

open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend 

to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

+APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world: 

prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its ministries, let 

us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms; and 

for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid 

attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-being 

of civil society, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized, those 

living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry or 

homeless, and all in any need (especially); for caregivers, hospice workers, and home 

health aides, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship, those 

celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and for other 

needs in our community (especially), let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the 

baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 

who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ's body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed. 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children 

may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like 

to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 

journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your 

good news and serve others in your name.  Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter † keep you in peace.  Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “SON OF GOD, ETERNAL SAVIOR” ELW 655 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 



 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  “FUGUE IN G MINOR” J. PACHELBEL 

 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. If you are looking  

for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good Shepherd family. 

 

LIVING GIFTS have been designated by: 

 

Sally Hall to Major Repairs in loving memory of husband, Richard’s passing on February 

6th. 

 

Lillian Shea to Major Repairs in memory of Eleanor Elliott. 

 

Ken & Dixie Mowl to Long Range Initiative in memory of Eleanor Elliott. 

 

Mark & Lynda Gesalman to the Memorial Fund in memory of George Smith. 

 

 

Attention All Women: 
W/ELCA will meet January 31st after the 10:30 service. Bring a lunch and ideas so we can 

get organized for the remainder of 2021. New faces welcome. 
 
 

Last chance to order soup! 
Soup will be ready to pick up February 6 & 7th 2021 

All proceeds benefit the Youth Gathering in 2022 
 

February 6/7 

Please mark your calendars (and your checkbooks) that the annual Souper Bowl of Caring will take 
place February 6/7, 2021, the same day as the NFL Super Bowl. This collection to support our local 
food bank, the Westmoreland County Food Bank, Inc., is part of a nationwide campaign originated 
and annually conducted by church youth to help their local communities. Your donations will be 
collected at both Saturday February 6th and Sunday February 7th worship services. Look for the 
BIG soup pot. Donations can also be mailed to the church (501 Fairfield Drive, Greensburg, PA 
15601). Please make checks payable to Good Shepherd and indicate “Souper Bowl of Caring” on 
the memo line. Thank you in advance for your generous support. 


