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Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org
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A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to
share the love of Jesus Christ."

Service of the Word and Sacrament
September 9, 2018 – 8:30 & 10:30 am.
“Time after Pentecost”
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand.
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service.
This time is designed for personal meditation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Silent Meditation Time)
“JESUS THOU ART MINE

J.S. BACH

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the
one who reforms us again and again. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, call for God’s transforming power.
Source of all life,
We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we are not
good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to
earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir

us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act
for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the world.
Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as god’s people
who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
+ GATHERING HYMN

“EARTH & ALL STARS”

ELW 731

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
+KYRIE

+HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life.
Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your
promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”
5
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
7a
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

4

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 146

Hal- | lelujah!
Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
2
I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being.
3
Put not your | trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there | is no help.
4
When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,
and in that day | their thoughts perish. R

1

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,
whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
who keeps promis- | es forever;
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
The LORD sets the | captive free.
8
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed
down;
the LORD| loves the righteous. R
9
The LORD cares | for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked.
10
The LORD shall | reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R
5

SECOND READING: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17
1
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious
Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your
assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the
one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is
poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and
sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the
kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor.
Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they
who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?
8
You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one
point has become accountable for all of it. [11For the one who said, “You shall not commit
adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are
to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has
shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.]
14
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have
works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one
of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply
their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37
The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the
Glory to you, O Lord.

chapter.

[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want
anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed
down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged
him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first,
for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered
him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her,
“For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home,
found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
31
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea
of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside
in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched
his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is,
“Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he
spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the
more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He
has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”
24

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
+ HYMN OF THE DAY

“OPEN YOUR EARS, O FAITHFUL
PEOPLE”

ELW 519

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s beloved creation.
A brief silence.
Gracious God, you call your church to proclaim the love of Christ to a needy world.
Embolden us to be your risen body by welcoming strangers and serving our neighbors.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creative God, small sprouts and tall trees proclaim your majesty. Give us clear eyes to see
nature’s beauty and wise minds to protect our home, this earth, from misuse and harm.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sovereign God, you draw order from chaos. Watch over the nations of the world. Bless
citizens and leaders who strive toward the beloved community for which you long. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Loving God, you give us all that we need. When your children suffer from hunger,
poverty, loneliness, persecution, injury, or illness, send generous helpers and companions.
We pray especially for . . . . Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Welcoming God, you set a table for us. Embolden this congregation to seek new ways of
inviting others to the feast of all creation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You bless us with throngs of saints who witness to your compassion. With gratitude, we
recall the lives and deeds of those who proclaim lovingkindness to a needy world
(including Peter Claver, priest and missionary). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY (8:30)
ANTHEM (10:30)

“LOOK DOWN ON US”
“PRAISE TO THE LORD”

F. MENDELSSOHN
SENIOR CHOIR

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
God of life,
C
you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and labor. Take
them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the
whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen.

+GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you.
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if
you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 612,
708, 617.
+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Holy and compassionate God,
In bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be humble and courageous. May your
words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of
healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
+ BENEDICTION
God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of the
world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church;
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
+ SENDING HYMN

“OH, FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING”

ELW 886

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“BE OF GOOD COURAGE”

G. TELEMANN
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We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register.
If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good
Shepherd family.

SERVING TODAY:
8:30

10:30

Worship Assistant

Open

Open

Lector

Amy DeMatt

Debbie Sullenberger

Acolyte

Owen DeMatt/Allison DeMatt

Domenic Cuda

Crucifer

XXX

Nicholas Cuda

Greeters

Open

Bob Davidson

Ushers

Open

Chuck Luffy & Andrew King

Altar Guild

Jackie Sheleheda

Alice Podolinski

Counters

Janet Ambrose & Isabelle
Bruggeman

‘AN EXPRESSION OF THANKS’
Our Congregational Council has received notification of resignation from Augie Nicolai as
Sexton of the congregation. Augie and Linda will be moving to Iowa to be closer to their
grandchildren. I invite you to join me and our Church Council in sharing an expression of
thanks to Augie for his good and faithful service. Please consider sharing a word of thanks
personally with Augie and Linda. Their address is 562 Waterbury Drive, Greensburg, Pa.
15601. Augie and Linda will be leaving the Greensburg area on September 29 th. Their new
address is 95 Cedar Street, Lawton, Iowa. 51030.
THANK YOU AUGIE!
Pastor Frank Podolinski
& Church Council

an
opening for a Part-time Sexton.
With Augie’s move to Iowa, Good Shepherd has

Duties include cleaning the church and preschool, set-up/teardown for church events and other light duties.
Part-time hours averaging 20 hours/week, beginning September 24, 2018
Anyone interested in the position can inquire by calling Shelley Cottrill, Personnel Committee at
724.875.2351.

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF September 9 – 16, 2018
Today is “Meals on Wheels Cookie” Sunday
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

8:30 am.
9:30 am.
9:30 am.
9:30 am.
10:30 am.
3:00 pm.
6:00 pm.
7:00 pm.
6:00 pm.
9:00 am.
10:00 am. – 1:30 pm.
12:30 pm.
6:30 pm.
7:00 pm.
7:00 pm.
6:00 pm.
7:30 pm.
9:00 am. – 3:00 pm.
5:30 pm.
8:30 am.
9:30 am.
9:30 am.
10:30 am.
Following 10:30 service

Holy Communion
Senior Choir
Sunday School Kickoff
Fellowship Meeting
Holy Communion
Pack 416 Committee
Bible Study
Troop 416 Committee
W/ELCA Fall Covered Dish
Brunot - Sanctuary
Chat-n-Sew
Parkinson’s Support Group
AOL Den
Meals on Wheels Meeting
Troop 416
Brownies
Sr. Choir
Bridge Club
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Sunday School
Coffee Hour
Holy Communion
Acolyte Training

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and
service. This time is designed for personal meditation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office by
Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first thing
Thursday Morning. Thank you.

Capital Fund Drive
The congregation’s Capital Fund Drive is continuing. Our immediate goal is to raise $16,200 so we
can pay for the air conditioning. So far we have raised $2,284.00 towards the A-C. Green
envelopes marked Building Fund are in the church pews to be used for this purpose. (The blue
envelopes for Long Range Initiative will remain in the pews as well as white envelopes for regular
offering if you need one.) Please do not confuse the three and please support your church with
your continued giving.

September 10
W/ELCA Fall Covered Dish
Come out and join us at our annual Fall Covered Dish Dinner at 6 pm on Monday, September
10th. Denise Hegeman, Deaconess at Trinity, Latrobe will be our gust speaker. Her topic is a
surprise. You will not want to miss it. A sign up sheet is posted in the commons area. Bring your
favorite covered dish and enjoy an interesting and relaxing evening. Women of all ages invited.

Senior Choir has begun. ALL ARE WELCOME! Rehearsals will be
on Thursdays at 7:30 pm.
Jr Youth 1st-5th
Pizza & Bowling
Friday, September 21, 2018
6-8pm
Main Bowling Center Greensburg
*Please contact Rachel King @ 724-454-6476
or Sign up in Commons Area by September 7th

