
 
The Evangelical L  utheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:00 am. – 1:30 pm., Tues. 6:30 pm. – 8:30 pm.  

Wed. 9:30 am. – 11:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

September 2, 2018 – 10:30 am. 

“Time after Pentecost” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. If you are 

looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good Shepherd family. 

 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service. 

This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

   “JUST AS I AM” D. WOOD 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in 

steadfast love.   Amen. 
 

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
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Eternal God our creator, 

 

In you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work 

of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and 

empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the 

mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, 

God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “AWAKE, MY SOUL, AND WITH 

THE SUN” 

ELW 557 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 
 

 



 

 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all 

dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within 

ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Amen. 
     

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, 

so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, 

is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away 

anything from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am 

charging you. 

 

 



 

 

  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to 

the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a 

wise and discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the 

LORD our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and 

ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 

  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your 

eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them 

known to your children and your children’s children. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 15  

 
 

  1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 

 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 

  who speak the truth | from their heart; 

 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 

 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the 

innocent. 

  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R 

 

SECOND READING:  James 1:17-27 

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from 

the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In 

fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 

become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

 



 

 

  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, 

slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid 

yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness 

the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 

  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any 

are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a 

mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they 

were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, 

being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 

  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, 

their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is 

this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the 

world. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 
 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 



 
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 

around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that 

is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they 

thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat 

anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that 

they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the 

scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, 

but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you 

hypocrites, as it is written,  

 ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 

 7in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 

  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 

understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things 

that come out are what defile.” 

  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, 

theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, 

folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “JUST AS I AM, WITHOUT ONE PLEA” ELW 592 

 

+APOSTLES’ CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of God’s beloved creation. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, we pray for all those who labor to bear your word into the world by 

welcoming the stranger, healing the sick, and caring for the orphan. Embolden your church 

to take up the cross against the powers of oppression and death. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Creative God, we pray for the earth. Keep watch over those who rescue endangered species 

and repair scorched landscapes. Make us good stewards of creation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Sovereign God, we pray for the nations of the world, for governments, leaders, and 

citizens. Watch over refugees and immigrants. Inspire us to welcome them with glad hearts 

when they arrive on our shores and in our neighborhoods. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Loving God, you call us to serve our neighbors. Bless our vocations as we fill the cups of 

the thirsty, the plates of the hungry, and the hearts of the lonely. Make our presence your 

presence for all who sorrow (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Welcoming God, at tables around the world, through story and meal, strangers become 

guests and guests become friends. Embolden this congregation to always extend the wide-

armed welcome you extend to us. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses whose lives inspire us to loving 

service (including Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, renewer of the church). Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 



 

OFFERING 

   

OFFERTORY “JACOB’S VISION”” S. SCOTT 

   

 
 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

A Merciful God, 

C as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become 

one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into 

your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

 



 

 
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 



 

 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 
 

+ LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 



 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. 
 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

During the distribution the congregation and choir shall join in singing Lamb of God 

 
 

Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 824, 

793, 806. 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, but your very 

self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we 

hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord 

forevermore.   Amen. 

+ BENEDICTION  
 

May God, whose power in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you the 

gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever.   Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “SAVIOR, AGAIN TO YOUR DEAR NAME” ELW 534 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

Thanks be to God.  

 



 
 

POSTLUDE “O HELP ME, LORD, TO PRAISE 

THEE” 

J.S. BACH 

Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 

 

LIVING GIFTS have been designated by: 

 

Bonnie Altman to Pastor’s Discretionary Fund in loving memory of husband, Gerry and 

their Anniversary. 

 

Ken & Dixie Mowl to the Long Range Initiative in memory of Robert Nagy. 

 

Harry & Linda Harbaugh to the Air Conditioning Fund in memory of Robert Nagy. 

 

Mark & Lynda Gesalman to Pastor’s Discretionary Fund in memory of Robert Nagy 

 

Angelo & Darlene Delaini to the Memorial Fund in memory of Robert Nagy. 

 
 

 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

 

SERVING TODAY:            10:30  
Worship Assistant Open 

Lector Janet Ambrose 

Acolyte Ben Podolinski 

Greeters Bill & Janet Ambrose 

Ushers Rob & Josh Lipko 

Altar Guild Janet Ambrose 

 

Counters Sue Strasser & Barb Henderson 

 

 



 

 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF September 2 - 9, 2018 

Sunday 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 3:00 pm. Pack 416 Committee Meeting 

Monday Office Closed Labor Day 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. Unity Quilters 

 10:30 am. Chat-n-Sew 

 6:00 pm. Wolves 

Wednesday 5:30 pm. Bears 

 7:00 pm. Committee Chair Meeting 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Friday  9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

 6:00 pm. Wedding Rehearsal 

Saturday   Wedding 

  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday School Kick Off 

 9:30 am. Fellowship Meeting 

 6:00 pm. Bible Study 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 
 

  

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

 

Senior Choir will begin rehearsals on Sunday, September 9th at 9:30 

am. in the choir loft. ALL ARE WELCOME! We will continue 

rehearsals on Thursday, September 13th at 7:30 pm. 
 

 

TWO SUNDAY SERVICES RESUME ON SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 9th (8:30 & 10:30). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office by 
Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first thing 
Thursday Morning. Thank you. 
 

Capital Fund Drive 
The congregation’s Capital Fund Drive is continuing. Our immediate goal is to raise $16,200 so we 
can pay for the air conditioning. So far we have raised $2,284.00 towards the A-C. Green 
envelopes marked Building Fund are in the church pews to be used for this purpose. (The blue 
envelopes for Long Range Initiative will remain in the pews as well as white envelopes for regular 
offering if you need one.) Please do not confuse the three and please support your church with 
your continued giving. 

 

Sunday School kick –off - Pre/K through 6-8th 
September 9, 2018  

9:30-10:20am 
Registration forms are available in commons area. Please pick one up and turn it in 

by September 2, 2018. Registration is not required but appreciated so that we can 

better prepare for all the kids. Frolic resumes in October. 
 

BIBLE STUDY 

Join Us…..Sunday, September 9, 2018 at 6:00pm 
As we kick off When Calls the Heart Bible Study, We will be watching Heart of 

Truth and dinner will be served. **You must sign up to attend by Monday, 

September 3rd since a meal will be provided. Sign up in commons area.** This is a 

monthly Bible Study that will take place the 2nd Sunday of every month at 

6:00pm 
 

GOD'S WORK, OUR HANDS - SEPTEMBER 9, 2018 
PERSONAL CARE KITS – SEE NEWSLETTER FOR DETAILS 

 

 

September 10 
W/ELCA Fall Covered Dish 

Come out and join us at our annual Fall Covered Dish Dinner at 6 pm on Monday, September 
10th. Denise Hegeman, Deaconess at Trinity, Latrobe will be our gust speaker. Her topic is a 
surprise. You will not want to miss it. A sign up sheet is posted in the commons area.  Bring your 
favorite covered dish and enjoy an interesting and relaxing evening. Women of all ages invited. 
 
 



 

 
‘AN EXPRESSION OF THANKS’ 

 
Our Congregational Council has received notification of resignation from Augie Nicolai as 
Sexton of the congregation. Augie and Linda will be moving to Iowa to be closer to their 
grandchildren.  I invite you to join me and our Church Council in sharing an expression of 
thanks to Augie for his good and faithful service. Please consider sharing a word of thanks 
personally with Augie and Linda. Their address is 562 Waterbury Drive, Greensburg, Pa. 
15601. Augie and Linda will be leaving the Greensburg area on September 29th. Their new 
address is 95 Cedar Street, Lawton, Iowa. 51030.   
 
 
       THANK YOU AUGIE! 
       Pastor Frank Podolinski  
       & Church Council 

 

With Augie’s move to Iowa, Good Shepherd has  

an opening for a Part-time Sexton. 

Duties include cleaning the church and preschool, set-

up/tear-down for church events and other light duties. 

Part-time hours averaging 20 hours/week, beginning 

September 24, 2018 

Anyone interested in the position can inquire by calling 

Shelley Cottrill, Personnel Committee at 724.875.2351. 

 
 


