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Of the Good Shepherd
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Pastor’s Cell: 724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net
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Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm
Phone: 724-834-1940
Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com
Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org
Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to
share the love of Jesus Christ."

Service of the Word and Sacrament
September 23, 2018 – 8:30 & 10:30 am.
“Time after Pentecost”
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand.
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service.
This time is designed for personal meditation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Silent Meditation Time)
“EVENING PRAYER1”

T. ALBRECHT

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the
one who reforms us again and again. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, call for God’s transforming power.
Source of all life,
We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we are not
good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to
earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir

us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act
for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the world.
Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as god’s people
who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
+ GATHERING HYMN

“GOD IS HERE!”

ELW 526

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
+KYRIE

+HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved
children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways
of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20
18
It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew;
then you showed me their evil deeds.
19
But I was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me
that they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
so that his name will no longer be remembered!”
20
But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously,
who try the heart and the mind,
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 54

Save me, O God, | by your name;
in your might, de- | fend my cause.
2
Hear my | prayer, O God;
give ear to the words | of my mouth.
3
For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have | sought my life,
those who have no re- | gard for God.

1

Behold, God | is my helper;
it is the Lord who sus- | tains my life. R
5
Render evil to those who | spy on me;
in your faithful- | ness, destroy them.
6
I will offer you a | freewill sacrifice
and praise your name, O LORD, for | it is good.
7
For you have rescued me from | every trouble,
and my eye looks down | on my enemies. R
4

SECOND READING: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are
done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in
your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down
from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish
ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits,
without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace
for those who make peace.4:
1
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come
from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so
you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in
disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not
receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.
7
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw
near to God, and he will draw near to you.
13

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37
The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the
Glory to you, O Lord.

chapter.

[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to
know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be
betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will
rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.
33
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What
were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had
argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to
them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a
little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes
not me but the one who sent me.”
30

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
+ HYMN OF THE DAY

“I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE
LIGHT”

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.
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+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s beloved creation.
A brief silence.
Gracious God, you gather congregations together by the power of your word. Bless leaders
with the gifts of wisdom and discernment as they seek to make your church the community
for which you long. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creative God, blue whales and honeybees sing the goodness of the earth. Glaciers and
deserts declare your greatness. Make us good stewards of our home for the generations to
come. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sovereign God, you raise up governments to protect the widow and orphan. Bless citizens
with wisdom and discernment as they choose leaders. Inspire leaders to always seek the
common good. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Loving God, you desire health and wholeness. Reconcile the conflicts and disputes among
us. Teach us to heal the trauma of racism and poverty. Break our hearts open to all those
who suffer and mourn (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Welcoming God, you place children among us. Teach us to honor the children in our midst
and to pay attention to what they can teach us about who you are. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You surround us with a cloud of witnesses who announce the good news of abundant life
to a sad and needy world. Make us a pilgrim people, always telling the story of your
lovingkindness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY (8:30)

“CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY
FATHER”

D. HEGARTY

ANTHEM (10:30)

“CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY
FATHER”

SENIOR CHOIR

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
God of life,
C
you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and labor. Take
them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the
whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen.

+GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you.
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if
you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 389,
712, 340.
+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Holy and compassionate God,
In bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be humble and courageous. May your
words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of
healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
+ BENEDICTION
God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of the
world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church;
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
“JESUS LOVES ME!”

+ SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“FINALE IN C MINOR”

S. SAXTON
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We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register.
If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good
Shepherd family.

LIVING GIFTS have been designated by:
Jim & Carol Stewart to the Capital Fund Drive in honor of their 24th Wedding
Anniversary.
Rich & Barb Craig to the Capital Fund Drive in honor of their 55th Wedding Anniversary.
Jack & Paula Laird in loving memory of sister, Sue & brother, Joe to the Air Conditioning
Fund.

SERVING TODAY:

8:30

10:30

Worship Assistant

Open

Open

Lector

Open

Lillian Shea

Acolyte

Levi Hebrank

Cody Barnard

Crucifer

XXX

Cole Williams

Greeters

Open

Bill & Tami Stewart

Ushers

Open

Roger Sullenberger & George
Billig

Altar Guild

Jackie Sheleheda

Jessica Darragh

Counters

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Jim Stewart & Chuck Luffy

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF September 23 - 30, 2018
8:30 am.
Holy Communion
9:30 am.
Sunday School
9:30 am.
Coffee Hour
10:30 am.
Holy Communion
6:30 pm.
Webelos
9:00 am.
Brunot - Sanctuary
10:00 am. – 1:30 pm.
Chat-n-Sew
6:30 pm.
AOL Den
9:30 am.
Newsletter Folding
11:45 am.
RHP Board Meeting
7:00 pm.
Troop 416
6:00 pm.
Brownies
6:00 pm.
Dryridge Garden Club
7:30 pm.
Sr. Choir
9:00 am. – 3:00 pm.
Bridge Club
5:30 pm.
Holy Communion
8:30 am.
Holy Communion
9:30 am.
Sunday School
9:30 am.
Coffee Hour
10:30 am.
Holy Communion

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and
service. This time is designed for personal meditation.
If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office by
Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first thing
Thursday Morning. Thank you.

Capital Fund Drive
The congregation’s Capital Fund Drive is continuing. Our immediate goal is to raise $16,200 so we
can pay for the air conditioning. So far we have raised $2,284.00 towards the A-C. Green
envelopes marked Building Fund are in the church pews to be used for this purpose. (The blue
envelopes for Long Range Initiative will remain in the pews as well as white envelopes for regular
offering if you need one.) Please do not confuse the three and please support your church with
your continued giving.

GOD'S WORK, OUR HANDS
PERSONAL CARE KITS

Good Shepherd church members are requested to donate the following component
items of a Personal Care Kit: on the following dates:

September 29/30:
1 Sturdy Comb
October 6/7
1 Metal Nail Clipper or Nail Clipper with File
October 13/14
1 Light Weight Bath Towel - Dark in color; either 20" x 40" or 27" x 52" in size
Your donated items may be deposited in a collection box in the commons area of
the church.
The Greensburg Salvation Army (131 East Otterman Street) will be conducting its Christmas Cheer
Program to provide Christmas gifts for needy children in the Greensburg area, and is asking that
we spread the word to families that might qualify. The Program is open to residents with home
zip codes 15601 (Greensburg), 15619 (Bovard), 15633 (Forbes Road), 15635 (Hannastown) and
15662 (Luxor). Families with children age 12 and under who meet Federal Poverty Guidelines
(generally including all who qualify for food stamps) may register by coming in person to the
Greensburg Salvation Army office on September 27th between 10:00 A.M and 2:00 P.M., with
Photo ID, Proof of Income, Proof of Residence (Utility Bill) and Birth Certificates for children age
12 and younger. Participants are asked to bring gift ideas at the time of signing up.

ALL the Ladies of ANY AGE are Invited to Attend the Fall
Cluster Gathering to be held Here at Good Shepherd on Sat.,
Oct. 6th beginning at 9:00a.m. The morning will consist of
social interaction, learning, praise, food & FUN! The gathering
will conclude with a $6 Lunch. If you’ve never come, please,
please join us & see what the women of the greater Pittsburgh
area & beyond are up to. A sign-up sheet is posted in the
Commons Area. Contact Karen Coates Gesalman, Lillian Shea,
or Lorraine Simonet with questions.

CROP WALK - WALKERS NEEDED
The Greensburg area CROP Walk to raise money for the
local food bank has been scheduled for Sunday October
7, 2018, walking five miles along the Five Star Trail,
beginning at Lynch Field in Greensburg, beginning at
2:00 P.M. (Registration is from 1:15 to 1:45) We are
looking for volunteers to participate in the walk and
solicit pledges/contributions that will be shared
between Church World Services, funding programs that
combat hunger around the world and the
Westmoreland County Food Bank, which provides food
to residents of Westmoreland County. Look for
information in the Church Commons Area and bulletin
inserts.

October 7, 2018
Pet Blessing – 5:30 pm.
Sign your pet up in the Commons area.
Refreshments to follow service.

