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A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to
share the love of Jesus Christ."

Service of the Word and Sacrament
September 16, 2018 – 8:30 & 10:30 am.
“Time after Pentecost”
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand.
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service.
This time is designed for personal meditation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Silent Meditation Time)
“AMAZING GRACE”

W. HELD

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the
one who reforms us again and again. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, call for God’s transforming power.
Source of all life,
We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we are not
good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to
earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir

us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act
for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the world.
Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as god’s people
who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
+ GATHERING HYMN

“BUILT ON A ROCK”

ELW 652

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
+KYRIE

+HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of
the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from
the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7
The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9a
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

4

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 116

1

I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my | supplication,
2
for the LORD has given | ear to me
whenev- | er I called.
3
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me;
I came to | grief and sorrow.
4
Then I called upon the name | of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you, | save my life.” R
5
Gracious is the | LORD and righteous;
our God is full | of compassion.
6
The LORD watches o- | ver the innocent;
I was brought low, | and God saved me.
7
Turn again to your rest, | O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt | well with you.
8
For you have rescued my | life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling;
9
I will walk in the presence | of the LORD
in the land | of the living. R

SECOND READING: James 3:1-12
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes.
Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in
check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we
guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong
winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the
pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no
1

one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord
and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the
same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so.
11
Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a
fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water
yield fresh.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38
The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the
Glory to you, O Lord.

chapter.

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But
who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly
ordered them not to tell anyone about him.
27

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me,
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the
31

sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and
forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
+ HYMN OF THE DAY

“LIFT HIGH THE CROSS”

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

ELW 660

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s beloved creation.
A brief silence.
Gracious God, you call your church to embody the love you have shown us. Raise us up
each day to bear witness against sin, death, and the grave. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creative God, quarks and galaxies bear witness to your imagination. Inspire scientists,
naturalists, and conservationists who work to conserve precious natural resources. Grant us
the wisdom to be good keepers of the earth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sovereign God, you bless citizens with the gifts of reason and perseverance. Embolden
people around the world to seek the common good, to serve their neighbors, and to delight
in freedom. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Loving God, you bless us with an abundant world. When your children wander homeless,
hungry, and naked, strengthen us to be your presence as we care for all those in need
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Welcoming God, thank you for this congregation where we have found a home. Make us
restless as we seek new and creative ways to expand our loving invitation to all people
who seek a community. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In every time and in every place, you have raised up examples of loving service (including
Cyprian, bishop and martyr). Make us all good and loving witnesses to your extravagant
compassion. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY (8:30)

ANTHEM (10:30)

“TAKE UP YOUR CROSS, THE
SAVIOR SAID”
“SINGING ALLELUIA”

W. HAUSER

SENIOR CHOIR

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
God of life,
C
you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and labor. Take
them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the
whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen.

+GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you.
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if
you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 783,
810, 311.
+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Holy and compassionate God,
In bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be humble and courageous. May your
words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of
healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
+ BENEDICTION
God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of the
world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church;
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
+ SENDING HYMN

“O GOD, MY FAITHFUL GOD”

ELW 806

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“BUILT ON A ROCK”

L. SMITH
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We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register.
If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good
Shepherd family.

LIVING GIFTS have been designated by:
Mark & Lynda Gesalman to Relief for Puerto Rico in honor of their 21st Wedding
Anniversary.
Mother, Barb Henderson, sister, Jodi and family & son Ryan and family to the Capital
Fund Campaign in loving memory of Alan Henderson and his 47th birthday, September 9th.
Loving Wife, Barbara Henderson and family to the Capital Fund Campaign in loving
memory of Ralph Henderson and their 57th Wedding Anniversary, September 19th.

Thank you to Pastor Robert Smith for supplying today.
SERVING TODAY:

8:30

10:30

Worship Assistant

Open

Open

Lector

Rich Welsh

Drezden Gesalman

Acolyte

David Welsh

Kayden Askey

Crucifer

XXX

Jonathan Askey

Greeters

Open

Jim & Lisa Hook

Ushers

Open

Joe Cottrill & Ken Hill

Altar Guild

Tammy Welsh

Lisa Hook

Counters

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Bill Benton & Jack Gesalman

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF September 16 - 23, 2018
8:30 am.
Holy Communion
9:30 am.
Sunday School
9:30 am.
Coffee Hour
10:30 am.
Holy Communion
Following 10:30 Service
Acolyte Training
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
6:00 pm.
Brownies
7:00 pm.
Council Meeting
9:00 am.
Brunot - Sanctuary
10:00 am. – 1:30 pm.
Chat-n-Sew
10:00 am.
Unity Quilters
6:00 pm.
Wolves
5:30 pm.
Bears
7:00 pm.
Troop 416
7:30 pm.
Endowment Committee
7:30 pm.
Sr. Choir
9:00 am. – 3:00 pm.
Bridge Club
6:00 pm.
Jr. Youth Bowling
5:30 pm.
Holy Communion
8:30 am.
Holy Communion
9:30 am.
Sunday School
9:30 am.
Coffee Hour
10:30 am.
Holy Communion

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and
service. This time is designed for personal meditation.
If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office by
Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first thing
Thursday Morning. Thank you.

Capital Fund Drive
The congregation’s Capital Fund Drive is continuing. Our immediate goal is to raise $16,200 so we
can pay for the air conditioning. So far we have raised $2,284.00 towards the A-C. Green
envelopes marked Building Fund are in the church pews to be used for this purpose. (The blue
envelopes for Long Range Initiative will remain in the pews as well as white envelopes for regular
offering if you need one.) Please do not confuse the three and please support your church with
your continued giving.

‘AN EXPRESSION OF THANKS’
Our Congregational Council has received notification of resignation from Augie Nicolai as
Sexton of the congregation. Augie and Linda will be moving to Iowa to be closer to their
grandchildren. I invite you to join me and our Church Council in sharing an expression of
thanks to Augie for his good and faithful service. Please consider sharing a word of thanks
personally with Augie and Linda. Their address is 562 Waterbury Drive, Greensburg, Pa.
15601. Augie and Linda will be leaving the Greensburg area on September 29 th. Their new
address is 95 Cedar Street, Lawton, Iowa. 51030.
THANK YOU AUGIE!
Pastor Frank Podolinski
& Church Council

Senior Choir has begun. ALL ARE WELCOME! Rehearsals will be
on Thursdays at 7:30 pm.
Jr Youth 1st-5th
Pizza & Bowling
Friday, September 21, 2018 - 6-8pm
Main Bowling Center Greensburg
*Please contact Rachel King @ 724-454-6476 or Sign up in Commons
Area by September 7th.

GOD'S WORK, OUR HANDS
PERSONAL CARE KITS
Good Shepherd church members are requested to donate the following component
items of a Personal Care Kit: on the following dates:
September 22/23:
2 or 3 Bars of Bath Soap - 8 - 9 ounce total (leave in original bar wrappers)
September 29/30:
1 Sturdy Comb
October 6/7
1 Metal Nail Clipper or Nail Clipper with File
October 13/14
1 Light Weight Bath Towel - Dark in color; either 20" x 40" or 27" x 52" in size
Your donated items may be deposited in a collection box in the commons area of
the church.

