For detailed calendar activities please see the monthly calendar
included in your newsletter and individual committee articles.
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‘The

Pastor’s Pen’

In the month of October I will be beginning Confirmation classes with
6th, 7th and 8th graders. In addition, during Sunday school I will be
teaching an Adult Catechism class welcoming all adults, and
specifically the parents of 6th, 7th and 8th graders. Our focus will be on
the parts of Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. I would like to take some
time here to consider a question that may rest at the front of your
mind, “Why do I need to take time to reflect on something I already
learned years ago when I was in middle school or junior high?”
I want to approach an answer to this question by considering a tree
nursery: Seeds are planted in pots of soil. The pots are placed in a
greenhouse where they receive water and light. Soon, the seeds come
alive, germinate, and sprout from the soil. They draw on the rich,
organic nutrients within the soil. Still fragile, the tender seedlings grow
inch by inch and become stronger by the day. After a while, the
seedlings are moved outside the greenhouse. There they continue to
grow tall enough and strong enough, they are planted in the ground
among other trees in a grove or perhaps a new forest. There they
continue to grow among the other trees. There they continue to draw
upon the rich nutrients in the soil. There they grow and weather the
changing seasons; fall, winter, spring, and summer. There they may
experience drought, rain and wind. But as they grow along with the
other trees, they form a community of trees, a forest. As part of the
forest, they provide food and shelter for countless numbers of other
creatures. As part of a forest, they prevent erosion, purify
groundwater, and provide wind barriers. A picture of a seed growing
into a tree gives us a picture of the Christian life.
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With Baptism, the seed of faith is planted within the soil of God’s
Word where the Gospel brings it to life and nourishes it. Faith springs
to life from the Gospel nutrients within the soil of God’s story. But just
as seedlings need to be nurtured and cultivated in the protective arms
of the nursery, so also Christians need the ‘milk’ of the Word. Our
roots in the faith need the rich nutrients of the Gospel. The six chief
parts of the Small Catechism give the shape of our life of faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostle’s Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism,
Confession, and the Lord’s Supper. These six teachings, drawn from
the Holy Scriptures, are the richest of nutrients that we receive as
Christians. These teachings provide the structure for our lives, the DNA
of our faith.
Continuing with the analogy of a tree being planted in the soil, the Ten
Commandments, the Apostle’s Creed and the Lord’s Prayer is like the
humus, or organic material of the soil that provides the structure and
the nutrients that the roots of the tree need. These three teachings
provide the structure for all the teaching of Scripture. Baptism,
Confession and Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper are the nutrients
from the humus or organic material of the soil that awaken, nourish
and strengthen our faith. Like a tree, we keep growing. As we grow in
the Christian faith we also, like a healthy tree, bear fruit—the fruit of
the Spirit that we share with others: (Galatians 5:22-23) Beginning on
Sunday, October 14th at 9:35am, I will be offering an Adult Catechism
class. This class is for any adult, but especially for parents of
Confirmation students here at Good Shepherd. Come, let us learn and
grow together.
Peace,
Pastor Frank
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COUNCIL NEWS - SEPTEMBER MEETING DETAILS
MINUTES: August Minutes
August minutes approved by council as amended
TREASURER’S REPORT: See Reports
Treasurer’s report approved by council as presented
COMMITTEE REPORTS
 WORSHIP AND MUSIC:
 Re-cap of September 13 meeting
◦ Scheduling for the rest of the year
◦ Scheduling of Ushers, Greeters, and Readers to include 9-12
Graders
◦ Ushering manual to be updated
 Harvest Home
 Bells Across America
 Usher Handbook
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Attendance at Kickoff – 17 Children.
Kickoff included a Backpack Blessing. There were also 17 in attendance at
the Bible Study Kick-Off.
YOUTH: See Newsletter Article
SOCIAL MINISTRY:
 “God’s Work Our Hands”
◦ collection of personal care kits has started
 CROP Walk
◦ Oct 7 2:15
◦ Walkers will be looking for sponsors
 Food Drive
◦ Oct 20
◦ Fliers the week of the 13th
 Salvation Army Child Registration for Christmas
◦ Sign up Sept 27 based on eligibility
EVANGELISM: Identified prospective Chairs
STEWARDSHIP: Synod Stewardship Workshop – September 29
 Looking for attendees
FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE:
 Pet Blessing
 Pilgrim Potluck – November 4 After 10:30 Service
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FINANCE COMMITTEE:
 2016/17 Audit
◦ Audit is ongoing
 Checking Account Investment
◦ Looking into a Federated Government Obligation fund
◦ Sweep account, Money Market Fund
◦ current yield is... .94%
◦ currently no interest is earned
PROPERTY: Dakoda Perry has temporarily taken over the Lawn Care.
PERSONNEL:
 Gift - to be presented by Pastor Frank
 Orientation
◦ 1 Day orientation
 Candidates for sexton were interviewed by Pastor Frank, Shelley
Cottrill, Debbie Sullenberger and Jenny Luffy. After much
thoughtful consideration, a decision was made to hire for a trial
period beginning October 1st to December 31st.
ROCKING HORSE PRESCHOOL:
 New budget
 New 4 year old possible candidate
 $2000 was moved from accounts to cover deficit
PUBLIC RELATIONS:
 Meeting Wednesday Night 9/19
 Outside sign updated
CAPITAL FUND DRIVE: $4014 as of 9/5
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: Meeting 9/19
OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:
 2019 Calendar items due by ASAP
 Lenten/Advent Folders 2019
◦ company who made these is out of business and alternatives
were be discussed
 Oct 3 is possible Jury Duty for office Mgr, may need coverage
GENERAL BUSINESS:
A. October Newsletter Deadline is September 18
B. Committee Chair Meeting – October 3, 2018 at 7:00 pm.
(Wednesday)
NEXT MEETING is October 15, 2018
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Congregation & Committee News
FINANCE COMMITTEE

Capital Fund Drive
to the benefit of Major Repairs to Air Conditioning and Boiler replacement
At the January Congregation Meeting the congregation passed a motion to
replace the broken air conditioning units in the sacristy with new ones that are
warrantied for 10 years at a cost of $16,200. They also approved a motion to
begin a Capital Fund Drive to fund Air Conditioning replacement and Boiler
replacement when necessary. The estimated cost of replacing the boiler is
$34,000. The new Air Conditioning has been installed. These units also help
heat the Sanctuary which will be beneficial. To reach these goals the Council
approved a Capital Fund Drive Committee, Jack W Gesalman, chair. The
campaign began in April and is continuing. Our immediate goal is to raise
$16,200 to cover the expense of the air conditioning. The long range goal is to
raise $50,000 so that the cost of both projects can be met without borrowing
money. To this end, green envelopes marked Building Fund are included in
the church pews. The blue envelopes for Long Range Initiative will remain in
the pews as well as white envelopes for regular offering if you need one.
Please do not confuse the three and please support your church with your
continued giving.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Join us at Sunday School Pre/K
through 6-8th
Every Sunday from 9:3010:20am
Frolic
(Birth-3 year olds)
In the Nursery the first Sunday of
each month from 9:30-10:15am.

During Sunday School
On October 28, 2018
All Sunday School Students
Join Us
Sunday, October 14, 2018
6:00-8:00pm
for
When Calls the Heart
Heart of Truth Bible Study
This is a monthly Bible Study that will take place
the 2nd Sunday of every month from 6:00-8:00pm
Don’t need to Sign up! EVERYONE IS
WELCOME!
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Confirmation
Class dates are as follows:

6th Grade Pre-Confirmation – Saturdays 12:00 pm.
October 20

November 3

December 1

7th Grade Confirmation – 6:00 pm.
8th Grade Confirmation – 7:00 pm.
October 14
October 21

November 4
November 18

December 9
December 16

If you have a child in 6th, 7th or 8th grade and you did not receive a letter
regarding Confirmation Classes, please call the church office at
(724)834-1940.

Upcoming Junior Youth 1st-5th Events

Kerber’s Dairy
Sunday, October 28, 2018
All Junior Youth Welcome
We will be leaving the church following the
10:30am service
Must Sign up by Sunday, October 21st
Sign up is posted in the Commons Area
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Get Your
Pepperoni Rolls!
Junior Youth will be
selling Pepperoni Rolls!
They are only $2.00!
They are approx. 7 in long and individually wrapped in
foil.
Great to eat right away or freeze and pop in the oven at a
later date!
An order form is posted in the Commons Area and the Jr.
Youth will also be selling during certain services
throughout October & November.
All orders must be placed by Saturday, November 24.
Pepperoni Rolls will be delivered and ready to pick up
Saturday, December 1 and Sunday December 2.
All proceeds benefit Jr. Youth

Upcoming Senior Youth 6th-12th Events
Sunday, October 28, 2018
5:30pm
All Senior Youth Welcome
We will meet for Pizza at The Red Brick
Restaurant (West Point Plaza) then head to
Lonesome Valley Farms for The Get Lost Corn
Maze
Must Sign up by Sunday, October 21st
Sign up is posted in the Commons Area
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Apple (Baked or
Unbaked) &
Pumpkin
Pick up Pies on
November 17th.
Order sheet will be posted in the commons
area. Just in time for Thanksgiving.
All proceeds made benefit Sr. Youth

Good Shepherd’s 2nd Annual Chili Cook-Off
Saturday, October 27, 2018
12:00-4:00pm
Sign up to enter YOUR Chili in the Commons Area
Prizes will be awarded for Best Chili
All Proceeds Benefit the Youth
Reminder
Food Drive is on October 20, 2018
All Youth are asked to help if able
and would be appreciated
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SOCIAL MINISTRY

GOD'S WORK, OUR HANDS
Personal Care Kits
Our ELCA Synod is encouraging all Lutheran Churches to participate
in the "God's Work, Our Hands" program on September 9, 2018. Our
project this year is the collection and assembly of Personal Care Kits.
You can help with this effort during October by donating the following
remaining component items of a Personal Care Kit:
1 Metal Nail Clipper with File (Requested for collection on October
6/7)
1 Bath Towel - light/medium weight; 20" x 40" minimum size to 27" x
52" maximum (Requested for collection on October 13/14)
If you desire to assemble and donate one or more complete Personal
Care Kits, the other items collected during September were:
2 or 3 Bars of Bath Soap - total weight 8 to 9 ounces
1 Adult Size Tooth Brush
1 Sturdy Comb
The Personal Care Kits will be wrapped in the Bath Towel and tied
with yarn or ribbon.
If you are assembling your own kit, please be aware that soap and tooth
brushes must be in the original wrapping or packaging; combs and nail
clippers should be removed from packaging.
Your donated items may be deposited in a collection box in the
commons area of the church.
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CROP WALK - WALKERS NEEDED
The Greensburg area CROP Walk to raise
money for the local food bank has been
scheduled for Sunday October 7, 2018,
walking five miles along the Five Star
Trail, beginning at Lynch Field in
Greensburg, beginning at 2:00 P.M.
(Registration is from 1:15 to 1:45) We are
looking for volunteers to participate in
the walk and solicit pledges/contributions that will be shared between
Church World Services, funding programs that combat hunger around
the world and the Westmoreland County Food Bank, which provides
food to residents of Westmoreland County. Look for information in
the Church Commons Area.

FOOD DRIVE AND HARVEST HOME
The congregation's annual community food collection will be conducted
on Saturday October 20, 2018, in order to provide nonperishable food to
the Westmoreland County Food Bank for distribution to food pantries
around Westmoreland County. This also helps to re-stock the Good
Shepherd Food Pantry, which provides food and paper products for use
by congregation and community members in need of a helping hand.
Volunteers are needed to distribute flyers over the weekend of October
13-14, or the next couple of days, to request local residents to put out
bags with nonperishable food items and paper products for collection
during the food drive the following Saturday. Teams of drivers and
runners are needed to go door to door in the community to collect the
donations, and other volunteers are needed to inspect the donations for
expiration dates and pack them in boxes for pick-up by the
Westmoreland County Food Bank. Our congregation will then engage in
our annual Harvest Home celebration at worship services on October 20
and 21, giving thanks to God for the bounty that God provides to nourish
and sustain us, and that allows us to share with our brothers and sisters
in Christ. We show this thanks by bringing non-perishable items to
services and placing them on the table in the Sanctuary.
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W/E.L.C.A.
On Saturday, October 6th at 9 AM we will
welcome SWPA WOMEN of the ELCA,
Cluster 4 here at Good Shepherd. Cluster
events occur in the fall and the
spring. Registration begins at 9 with light
refreshments, followed by a Worship Service
at 9.30. A business meeting follows the
service. Our guest presenter will be Kelly
Connolly, speaking on Hospice/Palliative
Care. The morning closes with a luncheon,
cost $6. All women are welcome to attend. Come out and learn about
what the women are doing in southwestern PA within our family of
Lutheran churches. There is a sign-up sheet in the commons area.

BOOKS, GAMES & SCRIPTURES (BGS)
BGS will meet Tuesday night, October 9th, at 7 PM. Join us for a
fun filled evening of inspiration, mind boggling games and great
refreshments. Looking for a different ladies night out? Try us.

Attention - Women of all ages. Mark your 2019 calendars now
for May 14th. This spring's annual dinner will feature once again,
Gary Pratt, back by popular demand.
The 2018 Designated Outreach recipient
“Ready Yourself Youth Ranch (RYYR)” was
presented with a check for $2500 along with
your other donations on Saturday, Sept. 15th
at the Camp Lutherlyn weekend retreat.
This was a combined effort with the whole
synodical Women of the ELCA. They were
Extremely Thankful!
Thank You for your support of our outreach program
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Fellowship Update
Fellowship Committee meets the 2nd Sunday of the
month. Next meeting is October 14th at 9:30 am. in
the Social Hall.
Anyone who is interested in being on the
committee is welcome. If you have a suggestion for
any activity, please call,
Fran Ober 724-837-6794
Bonnie Altman 724-331-6621
Thank you,
Bonnie & Fran

October 7, 2018
Pet Blessing – 5:30 pm.
Sign your pet up in the Commons area.
Refreshments to follow service.

Senior Choir has begun. ALL
ARE WELCOME! Rehearsals
will be on Thursdays at 7:30 pm.

Join the Youth Gathering Attendees
on October 14th at the 10:30 service
as they share their experiences.
If you have a family member in College, please email their
address to the church office (shepherd501@yahoo.com).
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News & Announcements
*Happy 55th Wedding Anniversary to Rich & Barb Craig
*To include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church
office by 12:00 pm. Wednesdays.
*If you sign up for a Living gift, don’t forget to turn the slip in that
indicates where you would like your gift designated.
*If you would like to share something on the Good Shepherd
Facebook page, Website or photos for the Photo gallery, please fill
out the appropriate form (located on the bulletin board) and return it
to the bin on the counter in the commons area.

REMINDER: If you make coffee in the Social Room,
please make sure you clean up and turn the coffee pot
off before you leave the church. Please don’t assume
someone else will take care of it. Thank you!

The deadline for the November Newsletter is October 22nd
and folding will be Wednesday, October 31st at 9:30 am.
A Note of Thanks…
To My Good Shepherd Family,
Thank you so much for all of your prayers, cards, visits
and wonderful meals these past four months. I can’t
imagine not having you in my life, you truly are a caring
and loving family and I am so blessed to be a part of Good
Shepherd. Thank you again and God Bless you all.
Love,
Barb Spitznogle

It is with great sadness we announce the passing of:
Sue Reinhart, Sister of Jack Laird
Eileen Silvis
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PRAYER LIST - Our thoughts and prayers are with the following:

Good Shepherd Members:

Jane Croushore
Roger
Lynne Lipko
Patti Benton
Cliff Fligger
Jack Immel
Jessica Reinhart

Jeff Guhl
Jenny Steiner
Pam Hedman
Pastor Free
Joann Pallitto

Barb Spitznogle Darlene Fligger
Karen Neiderhiser Barb Craig

Bill Ambrose
Janie Glott

Mary Ann Smith Bill & Shirley Knackstedt
Chuck Ober
Miriam Starenchak
Bob Teeter
August Dunheimer
Robin Atwell
Lynda Gesalman
Dustin & Connor Wodoslawsky

Jim Coppetti
Jean Crosby
Dorothy Flock
Jack Rutter

Lisa Appleby

Marilyn DePalma

David Beistel

Jack Laird
Ayden George
Bill Albright
Betty Riblett

Patick DePalma
Kimberly Morrison
Amy (Demi)

John Beavers
Bernie Martin
Ida

Those in care facilities:
Close to Home, Bolivar: Vanita Permar
St. Anne Home: Audrey Troutman
Westmoreland Manor: Peg Hobbs, Ruth Gesalman, Colette Backus
Redstone Highlands: Bernie Fisher, Charlotte Hein,
New Haven Court: Mildred Cramer, Norma Menoher, Becky Demi, Eleanor Besser, Carole

Bridges
Stone Brook Manor: Eleanor Elliott
Those in the Service
NATIONAL GUARD
Spencer Goehrig
IRAQ:
Lindsey Patrick, Paul Harrold, Tyler Beranek
NAVY:
Michael Shupe, Cameron Lipko
ITALY:
Derek Leach
ARMY RESERVES:
Ryan Ilich
We pray for the safety of all military personnel and their families and give
thanks to God for their service to our nation.
Friends and relative of the Good Shepherd family:
Aleksa – Cancer – requested by Joyce Coates
Jerry Ferraro – friend battling cancer – requested by Lynne Lipko
Debbi Brown – Cancer – requested by Bonnie Altman
Riley Balcita – Childhood Leukemia – Requested by Rich Welsh
Sandy Fontana – Cancer – Requested by Darlene Frederickson
Dick Jones – Parkinson’s – brother of Marion Bendl
Jill Coates -- sister-in-law of Joyce Coates
Randy Barker -- cousin of Joyce Coates

We welcome names for the Good Shepherd prayer list. Names
will appear on the list for one month unless we are contacted to
keep them longer. Thank you.
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