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For detailed calendar activities please see the monthly calendar 

included in your newsletter and individual committee articles. 
 
 



2 | P a g e  

 

 
 

 
 ‘The Pastor’s Pen’ 

 

Our world has become a constant feed of information and 
entertainment. We take our phones with us everywhere we go. We 
connect to the internet wirelessly from thousands of locations. We are 
fed messages relentlessly from advertisements on nearly every flat 
screened surface. We are bombarded with a 24-hour news cycle.  
Each bit of information enters our minds with one goal: Gain control of 
our attention and resources. With so much information battling for 
space in our minds, it is no wonder our attention span has been 
steadily shrinking. In a book called ‘The Shallows’, Nicolas Carr points 
out that in the year 2000, the average amount of time we could stay 
focused on one task without our minds wandering to something new 
was 12 seconds. Today, it’s 8 seconds. The trivial information overload 
distractions may pull our attention from the work right in front of us, 
but the larger distractions in life may keep us from realizing the life we 
truly desire to live... and yet, these distractions go virtually unnoticed.  
For example, the distraction of maintaining a large and perfect home 
may pull us from caring for the people living in it. The urge to check up 
on our Facebook friends steals more of our time than the friends right 
in front of us. And the opportunity to spend money on newer and 
trendier possessions may divert us from using it to accomplish a 
greater good in this world. In each case, the distraction keeps us from 
accomplishing a greater significance with our lives. These are the 
distractions that cause irreversible harm in our lives. Unfortunately, 
too often, they go unnoticed. Our lives go unevaluated. As a result, we 
are lured by them away from true and meaningful relationships, and 
our greatest goals are unmet. How do we STOP and assess the path of 
our lives to ensure that we are seeking and investing into the most 
significant? Perhaps it is not as hard as we imagine...  
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Maybe it only requires a little intentionality and effort. Here are some 
ideas...  Be mindful of the culture. All around us nearly every 
moment of every day are messages battling for space in our minds. Try 
identifying both the messages and their source and make intentional 
decisions about spending time there. Next, pause and reflect. Next 
time you desire to make a purchase, check Facebook, work late, or engage in 
a habit that controls you... pause. Is it really the most effective use of your 
time or money? Or is there something more, someone more significant you 
can spend your time on? Consider journaling. Every evening, spend 5-10 
minutes jotting down how much time did I spend working? How much 
energy did I put toward my family, my friends, or my faith? What has been 
my life’s focus for today? Consider asking this simple question of a trusted 

friend, “Hey, I’ve been doing some life evaluation lately. Have you noticed 
any unhealthy habits in my life?” When they answer, don’t get defensive.  
Instead, search deeply for the truth in their response. Find time alone for 
moment of solitude to silence and reveal your true heart, desires and 
intentions. Surround yourself with people who are accomplishing greater 

good with their lives. Live with fewer possessions. We spend time and 
money researching them, purchasing them, organizing them, cleaning 
them, fixing them, discarding them, replacing them. There is little doubt 
our world is filled with distractions. It always has been. And there is little 

doubt that those who achieve the greatest significance in life learn to 
manage them effectively. It is certainly worth the investment to 
recognize them in our lives and make the necessary life adjustments to live 
as stewards of God’s gift of time and the person/people right with us who 
bless our lives beyond that which distracts us.    
 

In Christ’s Love and Peace, 
 

 Pastor Frank. 
 

 

 

Effective immediately, Pastor Frank will no longer have a home 
phone. If you need to reach him, please call his cell (724)858-7816 
or email him at preacherpod@comcast.net. Thank you. 

 

mailto:preacherpod@comcast.net
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COUNCIL NEWS - MARCH MEETING DETAILS 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Detailed Report located in office 
 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  March 20 – 31 

 Beginning next month Pastor’s report will be monthly 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

WORSHIP AND MUSIC: Summer Schedule begins June 3 – 10:30 

am. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:  

 Confirmation – May 20 

 Sunday School Celebration – May 20 

 Easter Egg hunt huge success with 25-30 participants 

 Bible Study had 11 participants 

 VBS Meeting on 4/27 

YOUTH:  

 Jr. Youth – Bowling – April 20th  

 Sr. Youth – Dinner & Trampoline Park – April 29th 

 Youth Gathering – Pancake Breakfast – May 19th  

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  

 Blood Drive – April 17 – Mary Ann looking for Co-Coordinator 

 Blanket Weekend – May 12 & 13 

EVANGELISM: Seeking Chairperson 

STEWARDSHIP: Committee forming. Meetings and Planning 

beginning 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE:  

 Art Show 

 Family Fun Night planning meeting May 7 

◦ Multiple committees involved 

PROPERTY: The Sanctuary Air Conditioning Units have been 

replaced. These units also blow warm air and are much quieter than the 

blowers associated with the furnace. The temperature is currently set at 

66 degrees. The system is locked and can only be accessed by a 

passcode and then a remote. Currently, Jenny, Bill Ambrose & Jack 

Rutter are the only ones that have access to the code and the remotes. 

Johnson’s will come back to program the units for the summer once the  

cooling season begins. These units have no connection to the Choir 

Loft Unit. 
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MUTUAL MINISTRY: No Report 

PERSONNEL: Seeking Chairperson 

ROCKING HORSE PRESCHOOL: Registrations continue to come 
in for afternoon classes for next year's sessions.  The four year old 
classes will be hosting Mother's Day Teas on Wednesday, May 
9th.  Graduation for the four year olds will be held on Wednesday, 
May 16th and Thursday, May 17th. 
MISSION: No Report 

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  

 Monitor – Laptop (Donated or Purchased) Need specifics 

 Website – Live as of 4/9/18 

CAPITAL FUND DRIVE: Envelopes in bulletins. 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: No Report 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 Active Shooting Presentation – Date needs chosen 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars – New Names and generous amount  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Synod Assembly – June 14 – 16 at Thiel College 

 Car Show – August 4 (12-4) 

 BSA Program 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 West Point Auto Works Car Show – May 12 

 May Newsletter Deadline is April 17 

 Committee Chair Meeting – May 2, 2018 at 7:00 pm. 

(Wednesday this month) 

 

NEXT MEETING is May 21, 2018 
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Congregation & Committee News 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

 

Capital Fund Drive 

to the benefit of Major Repairs to Air Conditioning and Boiler replacement 

 

At the January Congregation Meeting the congregation passed a motion to 

replace the broken air conditioning units in the sacristy with new ones that are 

warrantied for 10 years at a cost of $16,200. They also approved a motion to 

begin a Capital Fund Drive to fund Air Conditioning replacement and Boiler 

replacement when necessary. The estimated cost of replacing the boiler is 

$34,000. The new Air Conditoning has been installed. These units also help 

heat the Sanctuary which has been helpful during this beautiful Spring we 

have had. To reach these goals the Council approved a Capital Fund Drive 

Committee, Jack W Gesalman, chair. The campaign began in April and is 

continuing. Our immediate goal is to raise $16,200 so we can replace the air 

conditioning before the summer heat without the need to borrow any money. 

The long range goal is to raise $50,000 so that the cost of both projects can be 

met without borrowing money. To this end, green envelopes marked Building 

Fund are included in the church pews. The blue envelopes for Long Range 

Initiative will remain in the pews as well as white envelopes for regular 

offering if you need one. Please do not confuse the three and please support 

your church with your continued giving. 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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Mark your calendars!! 
VBS will be held 
June 18-22, 2018 

Registration Forms available online and at 
church beginning  

May 1, 2018 
Register by May 27, 2018 to get a free t-shirt 

Registration deadline is June 10, 2018 
If you are interested in getting involved please contact Rachel King at 

724-454-6476 or by email ShepherdYouth@aol.com 
All help is greatly appreciated! 

 

**Please be sure to check out our table in the commons area! Many 
items will be needed, Borrowed or purchased. All donations will be 

greatly appreciated!** 

 

Confirmation 
 

Class dates are as follows: 
 

6th Grade Pre-Confirmation – 6:00 pm. – 7:00 pm. 

May 6 
 

7th & 8th Grade Confirmation – 7:00 pm. – 8:15 pm. 

May 6 

Saturday – May 19 – 12:00 pm. 
 

Confirmation will be Sunday, May 20, 2018 at the 10:30 service. 

mailto:ShepherdYouth@aol.com
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Conclusion of 
“Heart of Faith” 
Bible Study 
Sunday May 6, 2018 
6:00 – 7:00 pm. 
Come and join us! 

 

We will resume in September with “Heart of Truth” 
 

 

Youth Gathering  

Meeting Sunday, May 20, 2018 
Zions Downtown Greensburg 

2-4pm 
It is very important that all youth going on the gathering 

attend the meeting.  
 

Saturday, May 19, 2018 
8:00-10:30am 

You can purchase tickets by calling 
church office or before and after 

services on May 5/6 and May 12/13. 
Adult- $5 / Child (12 & under) - $3 

Pancake choices (plain, blueberry or chocolate chip) 
Served with sausage and choice 

of coffee or orange juice 
 

All proceeds benefit the  
2018 Youth Gathering  
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Watch the commons area for Volunteer and Baked Good 

Donation sign-up sheets. 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

 

BLANKET SUNDAY - MAY 13, 2018 
 

Mothers’ Day weekend this year is May 12th and May 13th, and once 
again Good Shepherd Church members are invited to participate in a 
collection to fund the acquisition and distribution of blankets and other 
disaster relief items to people in need. For the small sum of $10.00 you 
can give a blanket to help victims of earthquakes, storms, fires, or the 
ravages of war. Please use the Blanket Sunday envelopes provided with 
your weekly bulletin or in the commons area to make your donation in 
honor of or in memory of a mother, grandmother or other special 
woman this Mothers' Day. 
 

W/E.L.C.A. 
 

May Dinner 

May 8, 2018 

6:00 pm. 

“SENTIMENTAL 

JUKEBOX” 
The Marvelous 50’s and 60’s 

Presented in song by Kathy Rhodes 

Dinner catered by J & J. 
 

Reminder to all attending our 50's and 60's Dinner on May 8 - if you 
were around then, and haven't turned in a photo of yourself for our 
photo board, please bring one that night. Sorry ladies, if you didn't buy 
a ticket, it’s too late.  
 

Our theatre party last month to see Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Coat was a great success and enjoyed by all who 
came. We will be hosting another theatre party on Sunday afternoon, 
July 8th to see Nunsense at St. Vincent's Summer Theatre.  This 
promises to be another fantastic show and we hope many more will 
be able to join us. 
 

Books, Games and Scriptures will not meet this month. 
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The SWPA W/ELCA 2018 Designated 

Outreach recipient is The “Ready Yourself 

Youth Ranch (RYYR)”.  They rescue horses 

and match them up with at risk kids & a loving 

Christian mentor to help that child cultivate a 

foundation of hope to grow on. This program is free for all eligible 

children 8-18 years of age. The kids come once a week for 90 minute 

sessions in which they do a chore (because we believe it is good to serve) 

and learn to ride horses. In that session time, our mentors incorporate the 

love and hope of Christ. As you can imagine, horses are not cheap to 

maintain and they greatly appreciate our donations either monetarily or of 

the following: 

General Use Items: Toilet paper (Septic Safe Only), Paper towels, 

Paper plates, Plasticware, Liquid hand soap, Bleach, Light bulbs (75 or 100 

watt), Duct tape, Black Sharpies, Color fine tipped dry erase markers, Orange 

traffic cones, Garbage bags (13 gal., 30+ gal. lawn/leaf bags, 55 gal. drum 

liners/contractor grade), White or barn red outside/outdoor paint for wood. 
Horse Items: Bodywash (for bathing the horses), Bags of horse 

treats, Peppermint candies, Bags of alfalfa cubes, Liquid laundry detergent (to 

wash blankets, halters, & rags), any used horse tack (saddles, halters, 

leadlines, etc.).  
Items For Workdays With Groups Of Volunteers: Canned drinks, 

Bottled water, Work Gloves, Spade shovels, Tools (hammers, screwdrivers, 

wrenches, etc.). 

Items For Kids: Bottled water, Popsicles (in plastic sleeves), Kid 

snacks (cheese  crackers, goldfish, pretzels, etc.), Water balloons, Regular 

balloons, New large sponges for games, Board games, Outside games, Bare 

wood items to paint or decorate (boxes, picture frames, crosses, etc.), Craft 

kits, Tempura paint (the washable kind – kids like to paint the horses), Paint 

brushes (variety of sizes), Riding boots of any size (Must have a heel & a no 

grip bottom like a cowboy boot), Horse riding helmets, Bibles (kids and for 

adults), Small value gift cards ($5-$15 for Dairy Queen, Subway, 

McDonald’s, Burger King, Starbucks – used as rewards for when kids 

meet/overcome challenges). 
Gift Cards For Any Of These Stores for supplies: Tractor Supply, 

Home Depot, Lowe’s, Michaels, Walmart, Giant Eagle. 
 

Please place your donations in the pink box by the water fountain in the 

church by May 13th or give or send monetary donations to Karen 

Gesalman. Any questions (or for pick up of larger items) call Karen at 

724-837-1439. 
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SAVE THE DATES:  September 14-16 2018 for the SWPA/NWPA 

W/ELCA weekend retreat at Camp Lutherlyn  “Strive for Justice in 

All the Earth”.  Watch the Newsletter for more details. 

 

Fellowship Update 

 

 

Family Fun Night is scheduled for Friday, July 13th. For it to be 

successful it is time to start planning. We are having our initial 
meeting on Monday, May 7th at 7:00 pm. to start coordinating 

the event. We will be delegating duties and looking for people to 
coordinate the following specialties: 
 

Publicity Prizes  Food  Attractions 
Games  Tickets  Bake Sale Specialty Booths 

 
There are some important decisions to make on what to include and 
exclude based on last year’s Family Fun night. Last year, this activity 
was spearheaded by the 60th Anniversary Committee which no longer 
exists so we do need your help to get this event moving. 
 

 
COFFEE HOUR - Join your church family in the social room. 
Please consider sponsoring a Sunday. Sign up in the Social 

room.  
 

** Just a reminder: The Fellowship Committee meets the second 

Sunday of each month at 9:30 am. ** 
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Rocking Horse Preschool Registration 
 

Morning classes for three and four year olds are full. We are still 

accepting registrations for the afternoon sessions for both three and 

four year olds. Check Rocking Horse Preschool for more information 

and registration forms. 

 

If you know of anyone that is graduating this year from 

high school, college or trade school, please notify the 

church office. 
 

 

Thank you to all who have donated to 

the Food Cupboard in the past and as of 

late. Currently, there are no needs for 

the Food Cupboard. We are quite well 

stocked at this time. 
 

SWPA Synod Assembly 

June 14 – 16, Thiel College 

Good Shepherd is able to send two (2) members. 

Contact Pastor Frank if interested. 
 

The results of the Blood Drive held on April 17 

are as follows: 20 presenters, 2 deferrals and 18 

productive units. 4 Power Reds presented and 

produced 7 units. A total of 25 units. We helped 

75 people with this Blood Drive. The next Blood 

Drive is June 28, 2018. 

 

WORKERS NEEDED  
JUNE 2  
Pitch in and enjoy the day and 
fellowship. Sign up in the 
Commons Area. 
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Thank you to the Good Shepherd family for all the 

prayers, Pastor visits and Martha luncheon. All your love 

and support was greatly appreciated. 

Thanks so much. 

Dorothy Flock and family 

 

Happy 40th Anniversary Bill & Patti 

Benton. 

 
 

News & Announcements  
 

 

 

We welcome names for the Good Shepherd prayer list. As you can 

see by pages 15 & 16, our list has grown very large. Names on the 

prayer list will remain for one month unless we are contacted to 

keep them on longer. The names on these pages will be removed at 

the end of May (per the notice in the April newsletter and bulletins) 

Thank you if you have already notified the office of your wishes. 
 

* Eleanor Besser is residing at New Haven Court, not Nature Park 

Commons as indicated in the April newsletter. Sorry for the 

confusion. 
 

*To include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church 

office by 12:00 pm. Wednesdays. 
 

*If you would like to share something on the Good Shepherd 

Facebook page, Website or photos for the Photo gallery, please fill 

out the appropriate form (located on the bulletin board) and return it 

to the bin on the counter in the commons area. 
 
 

The Newsletter deadline for the June/July Newsletter is May 

21st and folding will be Wednesday, May 30th at 9:30 am. 

Please remember this is a TWO month newsletter. 
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PRAYER LIST - Our thoughts and prayers are with the following:  

Ann Fazio  Jackson Petak Rev. John McLaughlin Jesse, Josh & Michelle 

Louis  Ann Kisner Margaret Schrieber  John Beavers 

April Carey Pam Martin  Charlotte Polesky  Abby Legler 

Joyce Frazier Karol Handrahan Aubrey   Danny 

William Fealey Denny Saddler Amber Pritts  Jill 

Craig McKenna Ann Burns Michael   Kathy 

Bill Cook  Susie  Kevin Schultz  Walter Szelong 

Connie Brinker Robert Himler Jimmy Soderberg  Kayla Darr  

Patricia Sarp Lauren Latshaw Lisa   Brenda Tomson 

Lucinda Martin  Bob Sierka Blake & Janet  Janice Territ  

Gerry & Jerome Karen  Henry Reinsburrow 

Darlene  Lisa  Debbie Overly  David Wood 

Ron Livengood Dylan Fennell Lou Simek  Brad Hayes 

Luca Bell  Frank Sierawski Lori Barron  Kyle Kennon 

David Boyer Iantha Barkley Mary McNamara  Chuck Thropp  

Kim Morrison Alex LaFranky Linda McMahan  Helen Lauffer  

Jeff Reese Jennifer Burns Pastor John Harmon Connie Wright 

Rebecca Isler Karen Maxson Madison Hoopengardener   

     

Good Shepherd Members: 

Robert Nagy Eleanor Elliott Jane Croushore  Carole Bridges 

Roger  Karen Neiderhiser Barb Craig  Janie Glott 

Lynne Lipko  Mary Ann Smith Bill & Shirley Knackstedt Jim Coppetti 

Jackie Guhl Chuck Ober Miriam Starenchak  Jean Crosby 

Cliff Fligger Kay Wright Jack Immel 

 

Jeff Guhl  Lisa Appleby Marilyn DePalma 

Eric Right Jenny Steiner Joseph   Kris Boring  

Bob  Jack Laird Rose Fredo  Jason Tomich 

Martin Paluch Vicci Guenther Nancy Ann Schultz  Ken Hebrank, Sr. 

Patsy Varriano Dwayne Molar Patricia Coppetti  Patick DePalma 

Jerad Bortz Olivia  Daryl Milton Lewis  Laura Schoettmer 

   

Those in care facilities: 
Close to Home, Bolivar: Vanita Permar  

St. Anne Home: Audrey Troutman,  

Westmoreland Manor:  Peg Hobbs, Ruth Gesalman, Colette Backus 

Redstone Highlands: Bernie Fisher, Eileen Silvis, Charlotte Hein,  

New Haven Court: Mildred Cramer, Norma Menoher, Becky Demi, Eleanor Besser 
 

Those in the Service   

NATIONAL GUARD  Spencer Goehrig     

IRAQ:    Lindsey Patrick, Paul Harrold 

ARMY:     Ryan Cutcliffe 

NAVY:    Michael Shupe, Cameron Lipko 

ITALY:    Derek Leach 

ARMY RESERVES:  Ryan Ilich, Tyler Beranek 

We pray for the safety of all military personnel and their families and give  

thanks to God for their service to our nation. 
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Friends and relative of the Good Shepherd family: 

Marcia Osborne – Back surgery – requested by Linda Harbaugh 

Aleksa – Cancer – requested by Joyce Coates 

Jerry Ferraro – friend battling cancer – requested by Lynne Lipko 

Debbi Brown – Cancer – requested by Bonnie Altman 

2 yr. old – Fall, blood clot – Wendy Rapp 

Riley Balcita – Childhood Leukemia – Requested by Rich Welsh 

Sandy Fontana – Cancer – Requested by Darlene Frederickson 

Carl Dobies – eye problems – requested by the Mariani family 

Samantha & Baby Benjamin – spot on baby’s heart. – requested by Melanie Wood 

Brenda & Scott Hunter - Scott needs heart transplant – req. by Donna & Bob Selier 

Dave Newell – Leukemia – requested by Jim Monnich 

Bonnie Rosenthal – requested by Linda Harbaugh 

Diana Maron – Breast Cancer – Jim Monnich’s sister 

Nancee Roberts – cancer – Cousin of Cyndi Stiles 

Jayme Flock – Childhood Cancer 

Nancy Walsh – Breast Cancer – Requested by Bill & Patti Benton 

Richard Wright & Family – Blood Clots – requested by Joan Rappold 

Joanne Mazzoni – Heart Issues – requested by Jim Monnich 

Lauren Latshaw – cancer – requested by Doris & Jack Wood 

Kathy Seiler – daughter-in-law of Bob & Donna Seiler 

Laurel Beranek – Diabetes – Granddaughter of Jane Elliott 

Julie - cancer – requested by Rachel King 

Matthew Miller – awaiting liver transplant – requested by Augie Nicolai 

Paulette Willocheel – Back operation – requested by Dorothy & Jim Stewart 

Morgan Krakosh– Morgan is disabled & lung problems – requested by Jim Monnich 

Natalie Anthony – cancer – sister of Ken Hebrank – requested by George & Mary Ann Smith 

Laura Bell – rheumatoid arthritis  

June Muse – requested by Jim Monnich – heart attack 

Pat Depalma – requested by Joyce Coates 

Wanda – thyroid/heart – requested by Debbie Sullenberger 

Judy Shea – Cancer – requested by Lillian Shea 

Marcus Malara – cancer – requested Linda Dunheimer  

Dick Jones – Recovering from major surgery – brother of Marion Bendl 

Orville Tustin -- Lung cancer -- requested by Sharon Greene 

Penny Newmann -- requested by Joyce Coates 

Bob Bayus -- pancreatic cancer -- requested by Monnich family 

Drew and Trent Brady 

Jill Coates -- sister-in-law of Joyce Coates 

Genevieve & Pam Hite -- medical issues 

William Simpson -- 3 yr. old needing heart transplant 

Randy Barker -- cousin of Joyce Coates 

 

Remember to notify the office of any changes.  Thank you... 

 

It is with great sadness we announce the passing of: 
 

Debbie Stewart, Sister in Law of Bill & Tami Stewart 

Delver Flock, Husband of Dorothy Flock 


