For detailed calendar activities please see the monthly calendar
included in your newsletter and individual committee articles.
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‘The Pastor’s Pen’
We know the Scriptures proclaim that God is gracious, but many
people struggle to believe it. Others wonder what grace actually looks
like. If we take seriously the righteousness of God and the sheer
destruction of our everyday sin, we might find ourselves asking God,
“Do you still love me?” or, “Why are you so patient with me?” or,
“Why haven’t your killed me yet for what I have done?” As our hatred
for and awareness of our sin increases, we desperately need a biblical
view of the grace of God. We need Scriptures to paint a clear picture
of who God is and how much God loves us, all people in Christ Jesus,
and everything God made. We need to see the God of the Scriptures
who is so gracious it blows our minds—bringing us to tears and
repentance.
How do you think about God?
In Micah 6:6-7, the Israelites have a warped view of who God is. In
verses one through five, the Lord offers a tender rebuke asking, “What
have I done to you?” God reminds them of how He delivered them out
of the hand of Egypt and other righteous acts God has done on their
behalf. Their response in verses 6—7 is dumbfounding but painfully
familiar: [With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself
before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with
calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my
transgressions, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?] Instead of
responding in gratitude, they exposed themselves. Whether they
intended to or not, they paint this picture of God that makes God
seem demanding, cruel, and impossible to satisfy. The tone is unclear.
We could assume that the speaker is genuinely trying to repent or we
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could assume that the speaker is indignant. Their disposition is beside
the point. The point is that their view of God doesn’t line up with
reality... Here’s what I mean… I remember a woman that I counselled
several years ago. She shared many things about her life; the joys, the
struggles, but mostly the struggles. She told me that when she
confessed her sin while praying, she discovered that she had the kind
of picture of God, similar to the God in Micah. She viewed God as the
angry father sitting on the throne appalled and shocked she had
sinned again. The God she pictured was impatient, angry and
completely disappointed in her. She thought her Heavenly Father lived
in constant frustration with her...
God’s grace is not like our grace...
Part of how we view God’s grace is often birthed out of our
experiences with each other. Whether it’s a parent, relative, or our
general view of people. Our experience with sinful and broken people
affect our view of our holy and righteous God. We are foreign with
grace, mercy, and truth that’s untainted by sin. God is holy, completely
void of sin and full of goodness and love. God never made a mistake
and can never fail. God is perfect in all ways. When we, God’s sinful
and rebellious prodigal children spit in God’s face, wallow in our sin,
and grieve the Spirit, God calls us to repentance with open and loving
arms saying, “Come home child.” God knows everything you have
done and is able to stomach it. God’s knowledge of who we really are
will never hinder God’s love for you. The intimacy by which our Lord
knows us is ever before us in the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. God’s grace is mind-blowing, unconditional and available to us
every moment of our lives. May we open our lives to this amazing
pure gift.
With You in Christ
Pastor Frank +

Effective immediately, Pastor Frank will no longer have a home
phone. If you need to reach him, please call his cell (724)858-7816
or email him at preacherpod@comcast.net. Thank you.
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COUNCIL NEWS - MARCH MEETING DETAILS
TREASURER’S REPORT:
 LIAISONS – PLEASE SHARE THE BUDGET REPORT
WITH YOUR COMMITTEES (if they are not Council
Members). They need to monitor their spending!!
 Some items to note:
◦ Altar/Worship Supplies – Both wine and bread were purchased
during February
◦ Office Supplies – includes new Count sheets ($ 124.85),
Checks ($ 170.69) and Permit Renewal/Postage ($ 525.00).
◦ Church Supplies – Lenten folders ($ 171.57) and Offering
Envelopes ($ 373.20)
◦ Maintenance of Property – Vacuum ($ 489), Fire Extinguisher
updates needed ($ 249) and Good’s toilet repairs ($ 209)
◦ Utilities
COMMITTEE REPORTS
WORSHIP AND MUSIC:
 Easter Flowers
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:
 Easter Egg Hunt – March 24
 First Holy Communion – April 8
YOUTH:
 $733.92 Profit from Spaghetti Dinner & $110.61 from Applebees
 Suggestion of Texas Roadhouse Peanuts for the Youth Group
SOCIAL MINISTRY:
 Easter Baskets – a few items still needed
 Blood Drive – April 17
EVANGELISM: seeking an interim committee chair
STEWARDSHIP: Committee forming. Meetings and Planning beginning
FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE:
 Easter Breakfast – starts after sunrise service runs until 10:15
 Art Show – April 21st
PROPERTY: Donation of Griddle by the family of Ted Johnson.
PERSONNEL: Seeking Chairperson
ROCKING HORSE PRESCHOOL: Closing Date for afternoon
registration is 4/16 need 3 more students for each class.
4|P age

PUBLIC RELATIONS:
 Monitor
 Website & Fee
Thrivent money will be used for cost reimbursement of the site
theme change.
CAPITAL FUND DRIVE: Need Members. Drive will start in April.
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: Revising & Updating – Nothing to
present yet.
OLD BUSINESS:
 Active Shooting Presentation – Planning in progress
NEW BUSINESS:
 Council Goals – See below
 Pastor’s goals
GENERAL BUSINESS:
 April Newsletter Deadline is March 20
 Committee Chair Meeting – April 3, 2018 at 7:00 pm.
NEXT MEETING is April 16, 2018

2018 Council Goals

 Maintain or increase the size and strength of church
committees thusly providing opportunity for more
individual involvement within the life of the church
 Support and aid the pastor in the works of the church to the
betterment of the congregation
 Keep improving communication and PR so the
congregation and the community are aware of Good
Shepherd opportunities and programs by fully using those
methods now in place
 Keep people excited about their church
 Work toward getting Good Shepherd fiscally sound
 Realize the importance and the role of council and
individual council members in the growth of Good
Shepherd
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Congregation & Committee News
FINANCE COMMITTEE

Capital Fund Drive
to the benefit of Major Repairs to Air Conditioning and Boiler replacement
At the January Congregation Meeting the congregation passed a motion to
replace the broken air conditioning units in the sacristy with new ones that are
warrantied for 10 years at a cost of $16,200. They also approved a motion to
begin a Capital Fund Drive to fund Air Conditioning replacement and Boiler
replacement when necessary. The estimated cost of replacing the boiler is
$34,000. If you have particular questions about these two projects, address the
Property Committee. To reach these goals the Council approved a Capital
Fund Drive Committee, Jack W Gesalman, chair. April was selected as the
month to start this campaign. Our immediate goal is to raise $16,200 so we
can replace the air conditioning before the summer heat without the need to
borrow any money. The long range goal is to raise $50,000 so that the cost of
both projects can be met without borrowing money. To this end, green
envelopes marked Building Fund are included in the church bulletins and in
the church pews. The blue envelopes for Long Range Initiative will remain in
the pews as well as white envelopes for regular offering if you need one.
Please do not confuse the three and please support your church with your
continued giving.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“Heart of Faith”
Bible Study
Sunday March 11, 2018
6:00 – 7:00 pm.
Come and join us!

First Holy Communion Classes
One remaining class on April 7th.
Celebration will by, Sunday, April 8th at the 10:30 am. Service.

Confirmation
Class dates are as follows:
6th Grade Pre-Confirmation – 6:00 pm. – 7:00 pm.
April 8
May 6
7th & 8th Grade Confirmation – 7:00 pm. – 8:15 pm.
April 8
April 15
April 22
May 6
Saturday – May 19 – 12:00 pm.
Confirmation will be Sunday, May 20, 2018 at the 10:30 service.
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Mark your calendars!!
VBS will be held
June 18-22, 2018
If you are interested in getting
involved please contact
Rachel King. Tentative Meeting on
April 27, 2018 at 6:00 pm.

Junior Youth Bowling
Grades (1-5)
Friday, April 20, 2018
Keep an eye out more information
coming soon!
Senior Youth Group (6-12)
Sunday, April 29, 2018
6:00 pm.
All youth from 6th grade through 12th are
welcome.
Note: Please check the Good Shepherd Facebook page regularly
for updates and new events.

Youth Gathering meeting Sunday, April 15, 2018
Zions Downtown Greensburg
2-4pm
It is very important that all youth going on the gathering
attend the meeting.
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Activity Bags are now available in the
Commons Area.
Feel free to take a bag with you into service to
keep your little ones entertained.
Please make sure you return the bag after
service.
Huge thanks to Jack Rutter for
making the tree stand for the
activity bags.
It was very much appreciated!!

Thank you to everyone who donated
candy for the Easter Egg Hunt!

SOCIAL MINISTRY
THANK YOU to all who contributed items for this year’s Easter
Baskets. You helped bring Easter joy to 6 families, who appreciate your
generosity.

April 17, 2018
Watch the Commons Area for details.

BLANKET SUNDAY - MAY 13, 2018
Mothers’ Day weekend this year is May 12th and May 13 th, and once
again Good Shepherd Church members are invited to participate in a
collection to fund the acquisition and distribution of blankets and other
disaster relief items to people in need. For the small sum of $10.00 you
can give a blanket to help victims of earthquakes, storms, fires, or the
ravages of war. Please use the Blanket Sunday envelopes provided with
your weekly bulletin or in the commons area to make your donation in
honor of or in memory of a mother, grandmother or other special
woman this Mothers' Day.
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W/E.L.C.A.
May Dinner
May 8, 2018
6:00 pm.
“SENTIMENTAL JUKEBOX”
The Marvelous 50’s and 60’s
Presented in song by Kathy Rhodes
Dinner catered by J & J.
Ticket Prices:
Tickets on Sale:
$16.00 Adult
April 14/15
$10.00 Child
April 21/22
10 & under
April 28/29
th
NO tickets will be sold after April 30 . This is the absolute deadline.
We encourage you to bring a photo of yourself from the 50’s – 60’s
era when you purchase tickets or the night of the dinner.

Books, Games & Scriptures
Tuesday, April 10, 2018 - 7:00 pm.
All Women Invited to the 2018 Spring Cluster Gathering:
On Saturday April 21st, a Cluster Gathering will be held at Salem Lutheran
Church in Delmont. This is a great place to spend the morning enjoying
fellowship with other Lutheran women of Southwestern PA while we
worship, learn, have fun and eat together. We gather at
9:00 a.m. for sign-in and a small continental breakfast.
Then we will have some devotions with Salem’s Pastor
followed by tips on avoiding Identity Theft presented by
Thrivent Representative, Kelly Perry. The morning
concludes with a $6 lunch. Bring a friend or 2 if you can.
Contact Karen Coates Gesalman at 724-837-1439 for
more information or for carpooling. Please sign up on the sheet by the
water fountain to attend.
SAVE THE DATES: September 14-16 2018 for the SWPA/NWPA
W/ELCA weekend retreat at Camp Lutherlyn. Watch the Newsletter
for more details.
10 | P a g e

The SWPA W/ELCA 2018 Designated Outreach recipient is The
“Ready Yourself Youth Ranch (RYYR)”.
They rescue horses and match them up with at
risk kids & a loving Christian Mentor to help
that child cultivate a foundation of hope to
grow on. This program is free for all children
8-18 years of age. All eligible kids come once
a week for 90 minute sessions in which they
do a chore (because we believe it is good to serve) and learn to ride
horses. In that session time, our mentors incorporate the love and hope
of Christ. As you can imagine, horses are not cheap to maintain and
they greatly appreciate our donations either monetarily or of the
following:
General Use Items: Toilet paper (Septic Safe Only), Paper towels,
Paper plates, Plasticware, Liquid hand soap, Bleach, Light bulbs (75 or 100
watt), Duct tape, Black Sharpies, Color fine tipped dry erase markers, Orange
traffic cones, Garbage bags (13 gal., 30+ gal. lawn/leaf bags, 55 gal. drum
liners/contractor grade), White or barn red outside/outdoor paint for wood.
Horse Items: Bodywash (for bathing the horses), Bags of horse
treats, Peppermint candies, Bags of alfalfa cubes, Liquid laundry detergent (to
wash blankets, halters, & rags), any used horse tack (saddles, halters,
leadlines, etc.).
Items For Workdays With Groups Of Volunteers: Canned drinks,
Bottled water, Work Gloves, Spade shovels, Tools (hammers, screwdrivers,
wrenches, etc.).
Items For Kids: Bottled water, Popsicles (in plastic sleeves), Kid
snacks (cheese crackers, goldfish, pretzels, etc.), Water balloons, Regular
balloons, New large sponges for games, Board games, Outside games, Bare
wood items to paint or decorate (boxes, picture frames, crosses, etc.), Craft
kits, Tempura paint (the washable kind – kids like to paint the horses), Paint
brushes (variety of sizes), Riding boots of any size (Must have a heel & a no
grip bottom like a cowboy boot), Horse riding helmets, Bibles (kids and for
adults), Small value gift cards ($5-$15 for Dairy Queen, Subway,
McDonald’s, Burger King, Starbucks – used as rewards for when kids
meet/overcome challenges).
Gift Cards For Any Of These Stores for supplies: Tractor Supply,
Home Depot, Lowe’s, Micheals, Walmart, Giant Eagle.

Please place your donations in the pink box by the water
fountain in the church by May 13th or give or send monetary donations
to Karen Gesalman. Any questions (or for pick up of larger items) call
Karen at 724-837-1439.
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Fellowship Update
Join us Easter morning
April 1st, 2018
Sunrise Service – Continental Breakfast
10:30 am. Service - Bring your favorite
breakfast dish to share beginning at 9:00 am.
Sign up in Commons Area.
The Fifth Annual Good Shepherd Art Show is April
21st and from 6:30 till 8:00 after Saturday service,
with an encore show between Sunday services on
April 22nd. Everybody is invited to attend! We are
asking members to display their artwork,
craftwork, photography, woodwork, sculpture, design, painting, ceramics,
construction, stitchwork, design coloring books… All ages! Last year we had
145 submissions! The range of ages was 1 thru 90. Parents, feel free to
submit your child’s art projects, or your parent’s art, as well as your own!
And grandparents can submit their grandchildren’s work as well. Bring the
enclosed registration form to the church and place it in the basket on the
greeter’s table. More forms are on the table if necessary. Drop off your art to
the church Saturday the 21st from 10 to 4 and picking it up during or after the
10:30 service. Any questions contact Jack Gesalman, 724-837-7556! A signup sheet will be posted, if you wish to bring desserts and hors-d’oeuvres to
the reception on Saturday. We will feature the Junior Youth ceramics from
their recent outing. Registration forms are available on the Greeter’s Table
Group’s ceramics at one table from their recent activity.

Come and enjoy the art and the desserts and hors-d’oeuvres at the
reception on Saturday
COFFEE HOUR - Join your church family in the social
room. Please consider sponsoring a Sunday. Sign up in
the Social room.

** Just a reminder: The Fellowship Committee meets the second
Sunday of each month at 9:30 am. **
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Rocking Horse Preschool Registration
Deadline – April 16
Have a neighbor or friend with a three or four year old? Our Rocking
Horse Preschool now has open enrollment for the 2018-2019 school
year. Rocking Horse Preschool is the longest continuously operating
preschool in the area for the past 42 years. Contact the church office or
our preschool registrar, Erin Hill. See our website and/or the preschool
website for further information.

News & Announcements
Charlotte Hein is celebrating her 80th birthday on April 23rd.
Ryan Ilich (Henderson graduated from State Trooper School in
Hershey on March 23rd. Please pray for Ryan and all of our
protectors.
*To include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church
office by 12:00 pm. Wednesdays.
*If you would like to share something on the Good Shepherd
Facebook page, Website or photos for the Photo gallery, please fill
out the appropriate form (located on the bulletin board) and return it
to the bin on the counter in the commons area.
*Please be aware when using the Church kitchen, items are not to be
stored in the refrigerator for more than a week. Please take your
leftovers with you. If you have to leave something in the freezer,
please label and date. The refrigerator and freezer will be cleaned
out monthly. Thank you.

The Newsletter deadline for the May Newsletter is April 16th
and folding will be Wednesday, April 25th at 9:30 am.
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PRAYER LIST - Our thoughts and prayers are with the following:
Ann Fazio
Jackson Petak
Rev. John McLaughlin
Jesse, Josh & Michelle
Louis
Ann Kisner
Margaret Schrieber
John Beavers
April Carey
Pam Martin
Charlotte Polesky
Abby Legler
Joyce Frazier
Karol Handrahan Aubrey
Danny
William Fealey
Denny Saddler
Amber Pritts
Jill
Craig McKenna
Ann Burns
Michael
Kathy
Bill Cook
Susie
Kevin Schultz
Walter Szelong
Connie Brinker
Robert Himler
Jimmy Soderberg
Kayla Darr
Patricia Sarp
Lauren Latshaw
Lisa
Brenda Tomson
Lucinda Martin
Bob Sierka
Blake & Janet
Janice Territ
Gerry & Jerome
Elaine McKay
Karen
Henry Reinsburrow
Darlene
Lisa
Debbie Overly
David Wood
Ron Livengood
Dylan Fennell
Lou Simek
Brad Hayes
Luca Bell
Frank Sierawski Lori Barron
Kyle Kennon
David Boyer
Iantha Barkley
Mary McNamara
Chuck Thropp
Kim Morrison
Alex LaFranky
Linda McMahan
Helen Lauffer
Jeff Reese
Jennifer Burns
Pastor John Harmon
Connie Wright
Madison Hoopengardener
Good Shepherd Members:

Robert Nagy
Roger
Lynne Lipko

Eleanor Elliott
Jane Croushore
Karen Neiderhiser Barb Craig

Carole Bridges
Janie Glott

Mary Ann Smith
James Askey

Bill & Shirley Knackstedt

Jim Coppetti

Jackie Guhl

Jeff Guhl
Eric Right

Lisa Appleby
Jenny Steiner

Andrew Rutter
Joseph

Marilyn DePalma

Bob
Martin Paluch
Patsy Varriano
Jerad Bortz

Jack Laird
Vicci Guenther
Dwayne Molar
Olivia

Rose Fredo
Nancy Ann Schultz
Patricia Coppetti
Daryl Milton Lewis

Kris Boring
Jason Tomich
Ken Hebrank, Sr.
Patick DePalma
Laura Schoettmer

Those in care facilities:
Close to Home, Bolivar: Vanita Permar
St. Anne Home: Audrey Troutman,
Westmoreland Manor: Peg Hobbs, Ruth Gesalman, Colette Backus
Redstone Highlands: Bernie Fisher, Eileen Silvis, Charlotte Hein,
New Haven Court: Mildred Cramer, Norma Menoher, Becky Demi, Eleanor Besser
Nature Park Commons: Delver Flock
Those in the Service
NATIONAL GUARD
Spencer Goehrig
IRAQ:
Lindsey Patrick, Paul Harrold
ARMY:
Ryan Cutcliffe
NAVY:
Michael Shupe, Cameron Lipko
ITALY:
Derek Leach
ARMY RESERVES:
Ryan Ilich, Tyler Beranek
We pray for the safety of all military personnel and their families and give
thanks to God for their service to our nation.
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Friends and relative of the Good Shepherd family:
Jerry Ferraro – friend battling cancer – requested by Lynne Lipko
Debbi Brown – Cancer – requested by Bonnie Altman
Debbie Stewart – Ovarian Cancer – sister–in law of Bill & Tami Stewart
2 yr. old – Fall, blood clot – Wendy Rapp
Riley Balcita – Childhood Leukemia – Requested by Rich Welsh
Sandy Fontana – Cancer – Requested by Darlene Frederickson
Carl Dobies – eye problems – requested by the Mariani family
Samantha & Baby Benjamin – spot on baby’s heart. – requested by Melanie Wood
Brenda & Scott Hunter - Scott needs heart transplant – req. by Donna & Bob Selier
Dave Newell – Leukemia – requested by Jim Monnich
Bonnie Rosenthal – requested by Linda Harbaugh
Diana Maron – Breast Cancer – Jim Monnich’s sister
Nancee Roberts – cancer – Cousin of Cyndi Stiles
Jayme Flock – Childhood Cancer
Nancy Walsh – Breast Cancer – Requested by Bill & Patti Benton
Richard Wright & Family – Blood Clots – requested by Joan Rappold
Joanne Mazzoni – Heart Issues – requested by Jim Monnich
Lauren Latshaw – cancer – requested by Doris & Jack Wood
Kathy Seiler – daughter-in-law of Bob & Donna Seiler
Laurel Beranek – Diabetes – Granddaughter of Jane Elliott
Julie - cancer – requested by Rachel King
Matthew Miller – awaiting liver transplant – requested by Augie Nicolai
Paulette Willocheel – Back operation – requested by Dorothy & Jim Stewart
Morgan Krakosh & Family – Morgan is disabled & having lung problems – requested by Jim
Monnich
Natalie Anthony – cancer – sister of Ken Hebrank – requested by George & Mary Ann Smith
Laura Bell – rheumatoid arthritis
June Muse – requested by Jim Monnich – heart attack
Pat Depalma – requested by Joyce Coates
Wanda – thyroid/heart – requested by Debbie Sullenberger
Judy Shea – Cancer – requested by Lillian Shea
Marcus Malara – cancer – requested Linda Dunheimer
Dick Jones – Recovering from major surgery – brother of Marion Bendl
Orville Tustin -- Lung cancer -- requested by Sharon Greene
Penny Newmann -- requested by Joyce Coates
Bob Bayus -- pancreatic cancer -- requested by Monnich family
Drew and Trent Brady
Jill Coates -- sister-in-law of Joyce Coates
Genevieve & Pam Hite -- medical issues
William Simpson -- 3 yr. old needing heart transplant
Randy Barker -- cousin of Joyce Coates
Remember to notify the office of any changes. Thank you...

It is with great sadness we announce the passing of:
Joan Brown, Mother of Dave Brown
Paul Beehner, Brother of Jane Croushore
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We welcome names for the Good Shepherd prayer
list. As you can see by the previous two pages that
our list has grown very large. Beginning April 15th,
names will remain on the list for one month unless
we are contacted to keep them longer.

Below are some address changes to note:
Robin Atwell
163 Forbes Trail Drive
Export, PA 15632

Mildred Cramer
2101 Hunt Club Drive
Greensburg, PA 15601

Eleanor Besser
Nature Park Commons
100 Freedom Way
Greensburg, PA 15601

Bill & Vickie Fadrosh
1102 Hunt Club Drive
Greensburg, PA 15601

Jim Coppetti
Veterans Recovery Center
Building 69
1010 Delafield Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15215

Mark & Lynda Gesalman
468 Sawmill Road
Greensburg, PA 15601
Ruth Gesalman
468 Sawmill Road
Greensburg, PA 15601
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