
   
The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-pilotandgod1@gmail.com 
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     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 
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Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share the 
love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

September 26, 2021 – 10:30 am. 

“Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “ADAGIO IN F” A. GUILMANT 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
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God our comforter: 

Like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with 

our apathy and greed.  Free us from our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out 

to you for help.  Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes us righteous.  Let us rejoice with glad 

hearts for the forgiveness of all our sins. 

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “AWAKE MY SOUL AND WITH THE SUN” ELW 557   

 

 



+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 

 
 

 



+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a 

share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
 
4The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, 

“If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, 

the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is 

dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” 

  10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their 

tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses said to 

the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in 

your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this 

people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as 

a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors’? 
13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to me and say, 

‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy 

for me. 15If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have 

found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 

 

  16So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you 

know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of 

meeting, and have them take their place there with you.” 

  24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered 

seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the LORD came 

down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it 

on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did 

not do so again. 

 

  26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and 

the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to 

the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, 

“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of 

Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to him, 

“Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD‘s people were prophets, and that 

the LORD would put his spirit on them!” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



 

PSALM:  Psalm 19:7-14 (Read responsively)

 

   7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple. 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 

 9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. R 

 11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 

  and in keeping them there is | great reward. 

 12Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 

  Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 

 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;  

    let them not get dominion | over me; 

  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  

    be acceptable | in your sight, 

  O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. R 
 

SECOND READING:  James 5:13-20 

13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 

songs of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church 

and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The 

prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 

committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for 

one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 

effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, 

and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and 

the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 



  19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought 

back by another, 20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will 

save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL:  Mark 9:38-50 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and 

we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; 

for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil 

of me. 40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup 

of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
   

42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in 

me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you 

were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you 

to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 
45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame 

than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble, 

tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two 

eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 

quenched. 
   

49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its 

saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 

another.” 

 

 



The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON   
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “WE’RE ACROSS THE CROWDED WAYS 

OF LIFE” 

ELW 719   

 
 

 

 



+ APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly baptized and encourage them in 

their journey of faith. Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of prayer, service, 

and worship. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for natural wonders of your creation (local waterways, forests, and natural areas 

may be named). Restore damaged forests, waterways and natural habitats and lead us to be 

good stewards of what you have provided. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate hearts. 

Strengthen in them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for those underserved. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other disease. Provide 

them with peace and resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers with energy and 

patience. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 



We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, readers, acolytes, and 

ushers (other roles may be added to reflect your context). Bless us through their ministry 

and grant them the passion to continue in their service. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from every 

time and place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your promised 

salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY “TENDER SHEPHERD” D. ELIOT 

 



 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A God of abundance, 

C You cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 

heavens.  Accept the gifts you have first given us.  Unite them with the offering of our 

lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 



 
 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 



And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ's body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 
 



ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 
 

 

 
+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 



+POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast 

of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 

abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen 

 

+ BENEDICTION 

  

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.  The holy 

Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.   

Amen. 

+ SENDING HYMN “GO MY CHILDREN WITH MY BLESSING” ELW 543  

 



DISSMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. 

The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE “SING TO THE LORD OF HARVEST” D. ELIOT 
 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

A Living Gift Has Been Given By 

 

Barbara Henderson in memory of her husband Ralph Henderson and in honor of our 60th 

Wedding Anniversary and also by the Henderson Family to Major Repairs 

Barbara Henderson in memory of Nancy Immel from Barb Henderson and her daughter 

Terry O’Halloran to Major Repairs 

Richard & Nylene Immel in memory of Nancy Immel for the Memorial Fund 

Deborah & David Kelsey in memory of Nancy Immel for the Memorial Fund 

Wayne & Cynthia Koller in memory of Nancy Immel for the Memorial Fund 

Patricia & Andy Mikan in memory of Nancy Immel for the Memorial Fund 

Kenneth & Dixie Mowl in memory of Betty Crock for the Memorial Fund 

Debra & William Plassio in memory of Nancy Immel for the Memorial Fund 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded 

first thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

 

***Beginning on the weekend of September 11th and 12th, the Executive 
Committee of Church Council has approved the following protocols: Due to the rise 
of cases of Covid 19 to the ‘High Range’ in Westmoreland County, the Executive 
Committee of Church Council is requiring all people, those vaccinated and those 
unvaccinated to wear a mask while inside the church building for worship 
services.  Attendance will still be taken.  Social distancing in the Sanctuary will 
continue.  These protocols will remain in place until further notice*** 



 
Happy Birthday to the following people this coming week: 

   

  Kenneth Hill, Jr. (09/25)  Peyton Starenchak (09/30) 

Michael Hook (09/26)   Lido Tarris (10/01) 

Amy Donahue (09/28)  Ty’reon Morrison (10/03) 

Kathy Howells (09/29) 

 

 

Is reading the Hymns 

in the Bulletins 

Too Small or Blurry? 

 
Then this is your opportunity to borrow one 

of our Hymnals so it is easier to read / sing 

the hymns during services. 

 

To borrow a copy please see Kim in the Office to sign-out a Hymnal. 

 

 

WEEKEND BACKPACK LUNCH PROGRAM 
 

It’s that time of year again when the kids return to school.  
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church participates with 

several other churches to provide weekend lunches for 
children who currently receive free school lunches at 

West Point Elementary School, but have insufficient 
means to assure meals over the weekends.  We have 

volunteered to collect items to serve fifty-five (55) elementary school children 

at West Point Elementary School. We are on the schedule for October 7th. Items may be 
dropped off at the church during office hours or during services. Items can be donated early 

to insure we have what the kids need most. All items are needed by October 1st. 

Please note – some changes have been made to the items for the lunches. 
  



Microwavable pastas   Snack (Goldfish, pretzels,  
Microwavable mac and cheese    Pack of cheese 

crackers, etc) 
Pop Tarts (any flavor) or    Individual fruit snack or box of  
Small Containers of cereal (any flavor)  raisins  
NutriGrain or Granola Bars  IF YOU WANT – sm. Bottles of 
Individual apple sauce    water 
Individual pudding or fruit (non-refrigerated) 

 

If you’ve helped pack lunches in the past, or are available to help we currently need to pack 
lunches for the kids at Westpoint. We will be meeting at the church on Sunday, October 
3rd, after Services around 11:40 AM to pack the lunches. Any help will be appreciated. 
 

 

The Last Special Collection for SWPA W/ELCA 2021 Designated Outreach, 

Blessed Bundles will be held in the Good Shepherd Parking Lot: 

Sat., Oct. 2nd 9-10 a.m. 
We are asked to donate the following items:  diapers (their most 

needed item, size preemie – 7), wipes, baby toiletries (baby wash, 

baby shampoo, baby lotion, diaper cream, baby/toddler 

toothbrushes), gently used or new baby equipment & toys (infant 

swings, pack & play, activity centers, play mats, books, etc.), new 

bottles, new sippy cups, new straw cups, bibs, baby/toddler utensils, 

Target gift cards (where most of their diapers are purchased).  

They will continue to be the recipient of our generosity until January 1, 2022 when we will 

reveal our new 2022 recipient.  The current collection box will be removed from the 

vestibule on Oct. 2nd.  You may contact Karen Gesalman at 724-837-1439 with any 

questions. 

 
 



St. Francis of Assisi 

‘Blessing of the Animals’ 
Sunday, October 3, 2021  

at 5:30 PM 
 

Sunday October 3, 2021 at 5:30 PM, Good Shepherd 

will be having a service to commemorate St. Francis 

of Assisi and bless our pets.  You are encouraged to 

bring your beloved pets to the service.  Each pet will 

receive a blessing, hug or pet and a word of 

appreciation.   

Please call the office to notify us of how many people and pets are coming.   

 

The offering for the evening will go to a local animal shelter. 

 
 

Committee Chair Meeting 

 

A Committee Chair Meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday, October 6th at 7:00PM. 

Your input is important. 

 

        The meeting is open to All. 
 
 

WELCA Books, Game 

s & Scriptures 
     

BGS will meet Tuesday, October 12th at 7PM in the 

Council Room. 

 

We will be discussing and planning activities for 2022 – your input and ideas 

are important. 

 

In addition, we will have a study on Esther, discuss and share some recently 

read books, enjoy light refreshments and possibly fit in a game. 



 

All Women Are Welcome. 
 

 

COME JOIN US FOR 
TRUNK OR TREAT 

 

Open to ages Pre K to 6th Grade come and Trick or Treat with 

us in the church’s parking lot on Saturday, October 26th, from 

1PM to 3PM.  Rain or Shine 
 

Sure to be Goulish good fun! 

 

CARDS FOR BONNIE 
 

Bonnie is doing well after surgery.  If you would like to send cards, here is her address: 
 

Bonnie Altman 

115 Edgemont Road 

Ligonier, PA 15658-8521 

c/o Mrs. Roger Sidehammer 
 

Thank you in advance for your words of love and best wishes for recovery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you for all the cards, phone 

Cards, and well wishes, and especially for 
All the prayers,  

Love and Support. 
 

Bonnie Altman 


