
   
The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-pilotandgod1@gmail.com 
Office Hours: by Appointment during COVID 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share the 
love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

September 12, 2021 – 10:30 am. 

“Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “ALBUM LEAF” G. YOUNG 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
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God our comforter: 

Like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with 

our apathy and greed.  Free us from our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out 

to you for help.  Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

All have sinned an fall short of the glory of God.  By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, 

God makes you righteous.  Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “LIFT HIGH THE CROSS” ELW 660   

 

 

 



+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 

 
 

 



+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of 

the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from 

the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 
4The Lord GOD has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 
 

 Morning by morning he wakens— 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 
 

 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 

  I did not turn backward. 
 

 
6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 
 

 
7The Lord GOD helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 
 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 
 

 
9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



 

PSALM:  Psalm 116:1-9 (Read responsively)

 

1I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice, 

  and listened to my | supplication, 

 2for the LORD has given | ear to me 

  whenev- | er I called. 

 

 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me; 

  I came to | grief and sorrow. 

 4Then I called upon the name | of the LORD: 

  “O LORD, I pray you, | save my life.” R 

 

 5Gracious is the | LORD and righteous; 

  our God is full | of compassion. 

 6The LORD watches o- | ver the innocent; 

  I was brought low, | and God saved me. 

 

 7Turn again to your rest, | O my soul. 

  for the LORD has dealt | well with you. 

 8For you have rescued my | life from death, 

  my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling; 

 

 9I will walk in the presence | of the LORD 

  in the land | of the living. R 

 

SECOND READING:  James 3:1-12 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we 

who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. 

Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in 

check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we 

guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong 

winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the 

pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.  

 

  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is 

placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the 



cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of 

reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no 

one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord 

and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the 

same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 
11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a 

fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water 

yield fresh. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL:  Mark 8:27-38 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the 

Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But 

who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly 

ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

 

  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 

rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 

Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 

want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 



sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and 

forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son 

of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 

angels.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

 
 

SERMON   
 
 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “IMMORTAL INVISIBLE GOD ONLY 

WISE” 

ELW 834   

 



 
 

+ APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, water and word. 

Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where your presence is experienced and 

shared. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation to lands 

devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters (recent destructive 

events may be named here). Restore forests and curb overflowing waters. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all who are in 

danger. Strengthen first responders to help meet to the complex needs of others. Provide 

care and compassion as they face trauma themselves. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to the oppressed. 

Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices that go unheard and inspire 

us to advocate for the those who are overlooked. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal life, that in our 

prayer, praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage one another. Keep our 

disagreements civil and increase our joy in working together. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. We give you 

thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 

OFFERING 
 

 

OFFERTORY “WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME” J. BELL 



 
 

 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A God of abundance, 

C You cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 

heavens.  Accept the gifts you have first given us.  Unite them with the offering of 

our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

+ GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 



 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 



our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 

During the distribution the congregation and choir shall join in singing Lamb of God 
 

 
 

 

 



+POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a 

feast of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to 

the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

+ BENEDICTION 

  

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.  The holy 

Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.   

Amen. 
 

+ SENDING HYMN “GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS” ELW 733   

 

 

 



 
 

DISSMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. 

The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE “WE CHRISTIAN FOLK REJOICE NOW” J.S. BACH 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

 

 
 

A Living Gift Has Been Given By 

 

 

Barbara Henderson in memory of our Son Alan Henderson for his 50th Birthday, Love - his 

Mother and his sister Jody and her family, and also his son Ryan and his family for Major 

Repairs. 
 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded 

first thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

 

 

***Beginning August 17, Council has approved the following new protocols:  
Mask wearing is optional for fully vaccinated people, however due to a recent letter 
from our Bishop, Kurt Kusserow, and the movement of Westmoreland County into 
the range of Substantial Cases of Covid 19, our Congregation Council is strongly 
recommending that all individuals, including fully vaccinated people, wear masks 
while inside the building. Attendance will still be taken.  Social distancing in the 
Sanctuary will continue.  These protocols will remain in place until further 
notice.*** 

 
 

Women of the ELCA 

Fall Pot Luck Dinner  

Monday, September 13th at 6 PM 

Join us for a night of sharing good food (drinks both 

hot and cold provided), and a thought provoking presentation and discussion. 

Guest Speaker is Pastor Susan Irons – talking about  

“Coming back together again? Is it possible?” 

A sign-up sheet is posted in the commons area. 

All women are welcome! 

We will be taking an offering for the Blessed Bundles Project. 

 



Save the Date 
 
We would like to invite the 
congregation to join us at Good 
Shepherd for a catered dinner on 
Sunday, September 26th at 5:00pm to 
recognize and show appreciation for all 
that Jenny Luffy did while Office 
Manager. 

 
Cost $10 Adults 

$5 Children 10 & Under 
 

**Tickets will be available before 
Saturday & Sunday services September 

11th & 12th as well as the 18th & 19th. 
 

Dinner will be catered by Giannilli’s.   
 
 
Ticket sales will cover the dinner and a gift for Jenny. 

 
All members of the congregation are welcome. 

 
Contact Rachel King for tickets by Sunday, September 19th, 724-454-6476 

 
 

WEEKEND BACKPACK LUNCH 
PROGRAM 

 

It’s that time of year again when the kids return to school.  
Good Shepherd Church participates with several other churches to 

provide weekend lunches for children who currently receive free school lunches at West 
Point Elementary School, but have insufficient means to assure meals over the weekends. 
We are on the schedule for October 7th. Items may be dropped off at the church during 
office hours or during services. Items can be donated early to insure we have what the kids 

need most. All items are needed by October 3rd. 



  

 Pop Tarts (Any flavor)   MultiGrain/Granola Bars  
 Mac & Cheese Meals   Rice Krispie Treats 
 Pasta Meals     Individual Snack Bags 
 Fruit Snacks     Applesauce or Fruit cups  

 

If you’ve helped pack lunches in the past, or are available to help we currently need to pack 
lunches for the kids at Westview. We will be meeting at the church on October 3rd, at 12:30 
PM to pack the lunches. Any help will be appreciated. 

 

 

Is reading the Hymns 

in the Bulletins 

Too Small or Blurry? 

 
Then this is your opportunity to borrow 

one of our Hymnals so it is easier to 

read / sing the hymns during services. 

 

To borrow a copy please see Kim in the Office to sign-out a Hymnal. 

 

 
 

 

ATTENTION MEALS-ON-WHEELS  

        COOKIE BAKERS 

Only store bought cookies are accepted at this time. 

We are still collecting cookies for Meals-on-Wheels.   

At 180 meals per day, 5 days a week, we get enough 

cookies for about 2 days.  

 Please check your schedule and bring your cookies to the church  

– the 2nd Sunday of each month.   

New contributors are always welcome.  



St. Francis of Assisi 

‘Blessing of the Animals’ 
Sunday, October 3, 2021  

at 5:30 PM 
 

Sunday October 3, 2021 at 5:30 PM, Good 

Shepherd will be having a service to 

commemorate St. Francis of Assisi and bless our 

pets.  You are encouraged to bring your beloved 

pets to the service.  Each pet will receive a 

blessing, hug or pet and a word of appreciation.   

 

Please call the office to notify us of how many people and pets are coming.   

 

The offering for the evening will go to a local animal shelter. 

 

 


