
   
The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-pilotandgod1@gmail.com 
Office Hours: by Appointment during COVID 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share the 
love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

October 3, 2021 – 10:30 am. 

“Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL” D. WOOD 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
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God our comforter: 

Like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with 

our apathy and greed.  Free us from our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out 

to you for help.  Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes us righteous.  Let us rejoice with glad 

hearts for the forgiveness of all our sins. 

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “GOD IS HERE” ELW 526    

 

 

 



 
 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 



 
 

 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 



 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form 

us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may 

reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:18-24 

 
18The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 

helper as his partner.” 19So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the 

field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call 

them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man 

gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for 

the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21So the LORD God caused a deep 

sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place 

with flesh. 22And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman 

and brought her to the man. 23Then the man said,  

 “This at last is bone of my bones 

  and flesh of my flesh; 

 this one shall be called Woman, 



  for out of Man this one was taken.” 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 

one flesh. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:  Psalm 8 (Read responsively)

 

1O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 

 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and 

children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and 

avenger. R 

 

 3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 

 4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

  human beings that you should | care for them? R 

 

 5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 

 6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

  you have put all things un- | der their feet: R 

 

 7all | flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts | of the field, 

 8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. R 

 

 9O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!  
 

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 

whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint 



of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become 

as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 2:5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 
6But someone has testified somewhere,  

 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

  or mortals, that you care for them? 

 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 

  you have crowned them with glory and honor, 

  8subjecting all things under their feet.” 

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do 

not yet see everything in subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was 

made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of 

death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

  10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 

children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 
11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this 

reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying,  

 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 

  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL:  Mark 10:2-16 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed 

a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, 

“Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the 



beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall 

leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ 

So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no 

one separate.” 

  10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, 

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she 

divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 

 

  13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 

disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 

them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 

the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 

God as a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands 

on them, and blessed them. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON   
 
 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS” ELW 656    

 



 

+ APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Holy One, you have raised up faithful leaders throughout history. Empower those 

discerning a call to ministry and all seminarians (specific individuals known to the 

congregation may be named), that they continue to be formed for the sake of the gospel. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You have established a diverse and beautiful creation. Revive declining species and 

preserve endangered lands. Cultivate in us a sense of wonder for the world you created. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You desire for us not to be alone and to live in community with one another. Strengthen 

relationships between nations and peoples, that we celebrate and support one human 

family. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 



You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental or physical 

disability. Inspire creative communities, spaces, and environments that are accessible and 

hospitable. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You have established and nurtured relationships that extend beyond those gathered here 

today. Bless members who can no longer travel to worship with us (especially) and remind 

us of their continued role in this community of faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

You promise eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the people of faith who have 

gone before us. Strengthen our trust we have in you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY “WE PLACE UPON YOUR TABLE LORD” R. 

POWELL 

 



 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A God of abundance, 

C You cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 

heavens.  Accept the gifts you have first given us.  Unite them with the offering of our 

lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 
 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ's body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 



 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 
 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 
+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 



 
+POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast 

of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 

abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen 

 

+ BENEDICTION 

  

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.  The holy 

Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

+ SENDING HYMN “IF YOU BUT TRUST IN GOD TO GUIDE YOU” ELW 769   

 

 
 



 
DISSMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. 

The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE “LORD GOD, NOW BE GLORIFIED” J.S. BACH 
 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

 

 

A Living Gift Has Been Given By 

 

Bonnie Altman in memory of her husband Gerry and his birthday for the Pastor’s 

Discretionary Fund 

Ralph (Fritz) Demi, Jr in memory of Ralph F Demi for Major Repairs 

Elizabeth Echard in memory of Nancy Immel for the Memorial Fund 

Thomas & Karen Kimicata in memory of Nancy Immel for the Memorial Fund 

Toni & George Theys in memory of Nancy Immel for the Memorial Fund 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded 

first thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

***Beginning on the weekend of September 11th and 12th, the Executive 
Committee of the Church Council has approved the following protocols: Due to the 
rise of cases of Covid-19 to the ‘High Range’ in Westmoreland County, the Executive 
Committee of Church Council is requiring all people, those vaccinated and those 
unvaccinated to wear a mask while inside the church building for worship 
services.  Attendance will still be taken.  Social distancing in the Sanctuary will 
continue.  These protocols will remain in place until further notice*** 

 
Happy Birthday to the following people this coming week: 

   

Matthew Alderson (10/04)  Frances Ober (10/07) 

Annika Greene (10/06)  Kevan Downs (10/08) 

Ronald Sheleheda (10/06)  Dorothy Stewart (10/08) 

Karen Gesalman (10/07)  Lilith Beltz (10/10) 

Kim Hornin (10/07)   Jean Brunot (10/10) 

Joshua Lipko (10/07) 

 

WEEKEND BACKPACK LUNCH PROGRAM 
 

It’s that time of year again when the kids return to school.  
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church participates with 

several other churches to provide weekend lunches for 
children who currently receive free school lunches at 

West Point Elementary School, but have insufficient 
means to assure meals over the weekends.  We have 

volunteered to collect items to serve fifty-five (55) elementary school children 

at West Point Elementary School. We are on the schedule for October 7th, the next date we 



are scheduled December 9th. Items may be dropped off at the church during office hours 
or during services. Items can be donated early to insure we have what the kids need most. 

Please note – some changes have been made to the items for the lunches. 
  

Microwavable pastas  Snack (Goldfish, pretzels, pack of cheese 
apple sauce   crackers, etc) 
Pop Tarts (any flavor) or small Fruit snack or small box of raisins 
boxes/containers of cereal  Small bottle of water (OPTIONAL) 
 Individual pudding container 
or fruit (not refrigerated)  
NutriGrain or Granola Bar 
 

If you’ve helped pack lunches in the past, or are available to help we currently need to pack 
lunches for the kids at Westpoint. We will be meeting at the church on Sunday, October 
3rd, after Services around 11:40 AM to pack the lunches. Any help will be appreciated. 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

‘Blessing of the Animals’ 
Sunday, October 3, 2021 at 5:30 PM 

 

Sunday October 3, 2021 at 5:30 PM, Good Shepherd will 

be having a service to commemorate St. Francis of Assisi 

and bless our pets.  You are encouraged to bring your 

beloved pets to the service.  Each pet will receive a 

blessing, hug or pet and a word of appreciation.   

 

Please call the office to notify us of how many people and pets are coming.   

The offering for the evening will go to a local animal shelter. 
 

 

Committee Chair Meeting 

 

A Committee Chair Meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday, October 6th at 7:00PM. 

Your input is important. 

 

        The meeting is open to All. 



WELCA Books, Games & Scriptures 
     

BGS will meet Tuesday, October 12th  

at 7PM in the Council Room. 

We will be discussing and planning activities for 2022 –  

your input and ideas are important.  In addition, we will 

have a study on Esther, discuss and share some recently read books, enjoy light 

refreshments and possibly fit in a game. 
 

All Women Are Welcome. 
 

The next Southwestern PA virtual cluster event 

will be: “Hope for a New Day:  Thankoffering 

Services” Sat., Nov, 13 at 10 a.m. via Zoom 

We will broadcast the meeting in the church for 

those who would like to participate in this way. 
 

SWPA W/ELCA 2022 Convention “Women Spreading the Word” 

will be held Friday & Saturday May 20-21 at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

 

 

Sunday Club will be 

starting Sunday, 

October 10, 2021.  

Masks will be required 

 

Confirmation    
 

First Class Date: October 9 – For all three classes 

 

6th Grade Pre-Confirmation – Saturday 12:00 PM. 
 

7th & 8th Grade Confirmation – 11:00 AM.  
 

7th & 8th Grade Classes will also meet: October 23rd 

 

If you have a child in 6th, 7th or 8th grade and you did not receive a letter regarding 

Confirmation Classes, please call the church office at (724)834-1940. 

Fellowship will be making 

coffee prior to the start of 

Sunday Club for parents 

waiting on their children and 

anyone else who would like coffee before Sunday 

Church Service – starting on October 10th. 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 
SR Youth 

Sunday, 
October 17th 

6:00pm 

 
Join us for a fun night of pizza 

and pumpkin carving.  
Judging will follow 
 and a gift card 

awarded to winner. 
 

 

JR/SR are invited to the 
drive in! 

Tentative date 
Saturday, October 9th 

please RSVP 
to Rachel King no later than 

Oct 3rd 
Youth fund will cover youth 
admission & $5 to be used 

towards concession. 
 

 

Come JOIN Us for 
TRUNK OR TREAT 
Saturday, October 30th 

1:00pm to 3:00pm 

Where: Church  

                         Parking Lot 

Open to ages Pre K to 6th. 
 

Rain or Shine 

 

If interested in participating and handing out 

candy, please contact Rachel King  

@ 724-454-6476 by October 24th  

 

Sure to be Goulish good time! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November 6th 12:00–4:00pm 
Chili makers needed!  

Please sign up in commons area  
or contact Rachel King  

@ 724-454-6476  
by October 24th.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


