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‘The Pastor’s Pen’ 
 

 

 

There are times in our lives when there is a clear break between 

‘before’ and ‘after.’ Graduations, new jobs, moving, engagements, 

marriages, divorces, births, adoptions, diagnosis, deaths; all of these 

things have a time of preparation, a marking of the actual event, 

followed by a new set of patterns and habits that create a ‘new 

normal.’ Most of the time these things are marked by the familiar 

set of patterns as we cross the threshold between what used to be 

and what will be.  We walk across stages, get a new outfit, take 

pictures with the keys after passing a driver’s exam, put on a ring, 

sign a certificate, crush a glass, jump over a broom, light a unity 

candle, a judge makes a declaration, a cry is heard, a doctor shares 

news, there is a last breath. A threshold is crossed.  Derived from 

the Latin word ‘limin’ we call these liminal moments.  These are 

moments at the threshold when we know what used to be is behind 

us and we can’t go back, but we also do not fully know what lies 

ahead.  For just a moment, our lives are neither what was nor 

what will be, we are caught between.  I like to think of these 

moments as light and hopeful, full of potential, and opportunity to 

leave behind habits that were unhealthy and unhelpful. In some 

cases, they are. But not always. Some of these moments are heavy, 

and uncertain, full of anxiety and unknowing.   

 

 

Over these past few months of summer, I see us moving out to the 

threshold and into the new normal.  Some of us have already 

made those first steps by becoming vaccinated, returning to 

sporting games, restaurants, public parks and other places without 

masks... In person school schedules will be set. A new schedule and 
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rhythms will be set, and a new normal will emerge.  These are not 

easy times. While many of us are hopeful for some normalcy, we still 

live in the liminal... Several years ago, I came across a prayer by 

Thomas Merton.  It begins like this: “My Lord, I don’t know where 

I am going...” For many of us this is a difficult admission, as we have 

been taught that the fastest way between two points is a straight 

line, so we plod toward it. However, life experiences teach us that 

along the way there are ups and downs, starts and stops, and what 

began as a linier life journey ends up a complicated cyclical roller 

coaster.  Disoriented, we find that this statement to be the truth 

about where we are spiritually, emotionally, and even physically.  

“My Lord, I don’t know where I am going.”  Always,,,always, there 

is a promise.  For me, the promise we are living is best put in 

these words, ‘God does not intend for us to live this way forever.’ I 

honestly cannot envision what the ‘new normal’ will look like, even 

as we begin to take the first steps into it. I do hold onto the promise 

that God desires a relationship with us and us with others. As we 

step forward, I pray the courage we all find to be what comes at the 

end of Merton’s prayer: “may we trust you always, though we seem 

to be lost in the shadow of death, we will not fear, for you are ever 

with us, and you will never leave us to face our perils alone.”  

Friends, God sees us, God hears us, God is very present with us, and 

God will never leave us like this forever.  Let us be a people who 

step out in the faith of our Lord and Savior who makes beautiful 

things out of dust, marks an ending with a new beginning, and 

brings life out of the tomb.   May it be so in these times. 

 

    Peace Be With You, 

    Pastor Frank+ 
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COUNCIL NEWS 

 
MAY COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY 

 

MINUTES:  May minutes accepted as presented. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: May report accepted as presented.  PayPal 

monies are included in contribution income. 

 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT: May report accepted as presented.  Activities 

ended prior to month’s end due to Pastor’s accident.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

WORSHIP AND MUSIC: 

 A. Discussed the maintaining of safe distance in the pews during 

the worship services.  Pastor to announce that we will continue to leave 

every other pew vacant.  A motion was made and approved regarding 

allowing the executive committee to change Covid protocol in the 

coming weeks as there will be no July council meeting till the August 

Council Meeting.. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 

 A.  VBS will be held the week of July 26th.  Registration 

extended to June 21st.  Volunteers still needed. 

 B.  Tickets to be sold for a brunch/lunch following the 9:30 

church service on Sunday, July 11th.  Meal to include breakfast items 

and roast beef sandwiches, chips, a side and water.  Council also 

suggested something sweet like fruit salad and/or cake. To benefit the 

children of Good Shepherd, likely VBS or youth activities.  

 C.  Decided to postpone picnic and movie tentatively scheduled 

for Friday, August 6th when it was learned that Fellowship is planning a 

luncheon/potluck for Sunday, August 8th. 

YOUTH:  Roast Beef Luncheon to benefit the Youth of Good Shepherd 

and VBS.  No additional report. 

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  No backpacks to be distributed during the 

summer. 

EVANGELISM:   

 A.  Five remaining boxes of envelopes to be mailed to 

parishioners. 
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STEWARDSHIP:  No report. 

FELLOWSHIP:   Potluck to be held on Sunday, August 8th after the 

service.  Open to all. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: 

 A. See committee reports.  Per Susan Plummer, Good Shepherd 

pays for a long term disability policy with Portico.  A claim can be filed 

with Lincoln Financial, either by the church or Pastor.  They will begin 

to pay on day 61 after the claim date. The claim date is usually the injury 

date.  They will pay 2/3 of the pastor’s full package.  Any questions can 

be directed to Susan. 

 B.  A significant gift has been given to Good Shepherd and per 

Article 4 under Continuing Resolutions the Finance Committee is to 

recommend to council whether or not it should be accepted.  The motion 

was approved and the “gift” and place it in the gift fund. 

PROPERTY: 

 A.  Fran may need help with trimming the bushes.  Council 

member has volunteered to take care of this.  Discussed the dead shrub 

next to the church walkway.  Another council member has offered to 

take care of. 

 B.  Discussed the two dying plants on either side of the altar.  

Council decided they should be replaced.  The motion was approved to 

replace the two plants that were dying by the alter with the money 

coming from the Flower Fund and the plants to be cared for by the Altar 

Guild. 

MUTUAL MINISTRY:  No report. 

PERSONNEL:  

A. A review has been completed on the new secretary.  An 

additional of up to 10 hours of training was approved by 

Council for the Office Manager by Jenny Luffy, with Jenny’s 

approval as the need arises.   

B. ROCKING HORSE PRESCHOOL:  No report. 

MISSION:  No report. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Committee needs a chairperson. 

STEPHENS MINISTRY:  No report. 

W/ELCA:  Brunch/Potluck to be held on August 8th.  Open to all. 

CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE: 

 A.  In response to some inquiries Jack discussed section 9.05 a, 

b, c and section 9.06 (in regards to Pastoral Disability) of the church 

constitution.  See excerpt from the Constitution 2019.  Jack felt that the 
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language in these sections refers to permanent disability and is not 

applicable to our situation at Good Shepherd. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 A.  Executive Committee Quarterly Meeting to be scheduled. 

 B.  Eagle Scout Projects 

  1.  The indoor library project by Nick Cuda is nearly 

complete. He had to replace the hardware that had been stored at the 

church as it was gone when he went to use it. 

  2.  Zach Kitch’s project was officially signed by Jack to 

initiate the outdoor library.  The scout office now needs to approve. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 A.  We have a new vacancy for a Counter and need to fill this 

vacancy soon.   

 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

 A.  August Newsletter Deadline is July 19th.  September 

Newsletter Deadline is August 23rd. 

 B.  There will be no July council meeting. 

 C.  We still need volunteers for Council Devotions in the 

following months….September, November and December.  Andrew 

King will have devotions in January 2022. 

  

NEXT MEETING is August 16, 2021. 

Detailed Reports are available in the office. 

 
 

 

Congregation & Committee 

News 
 

Are you interested in volunteer 

opportunities? We have A LOT of 

them. We need help with Altar Guild, Worship & Music (Service 

help), Public Relations, Visitation, Mission, Property, any 

committee. Where are you being called? Contact the Committee 

Chair (listed on the front cover), the church office or a Council 

member for more information.   
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Will resume in September!     Hoping to start back up  

     in September!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You! Thank You! 
I can’t thank all those who donated items or volunteered their 

time making/decorating, as well as all those that dedicated 
their time, to help out the week of VBS enough!! Without you 

all, VBS would not be possible. 
 

 
We are hoping to start back up both JR & 

SR youth group with at least once a 
month activities this September. Please 

be on the lookout for more 
information as to dates soon! 
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We hope everyone is having a great summer! 
 

 

Good Shepherd Food Pantry is full and 
available to anyone in need! Please don’t 
hesitate to use or spread the word to anyone 
you know in need. Two bins located below 
one for donated items other bin is filled with 
baby items for anyone in need of those items. 

 
*** Some items we are in need of apple Juice, breakfast 
bars, alfredo sauce, chicken salad, condiments, peanut 

butter & jelly  
 

Any questions contact Rachel King 724-454-6476 
 

 
 

Huge thank you to everyone 
who bought tickets to the 
Roast Beef Luncheon and 
came out for good food and fellowship on July 10th. 
It was nice seeing everyone! A big thank you to Joy 
and Mike Stynchula for making and donating the 
delicious macaroni salad! 
 

Save the Date 
 
We would like to invite the congregation to join us at Good 
Shepherd for a catered dinner on Sunday, September 26th at 
5:00pm to recognize and show appreciation for all that 
Jenny Luffy did while Office Manager. 
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Cost $10 Adults 
$5 Children 10 & Under 

 
Dinner will be catered by 

Giannilli’s.   
 

Ticket sales will cover the 
dinner and a gift that will 

be given to Jenny. 
 

All members of the 
congregation are welcome. 

 
Contact Rachel King for 

tickets by Sunday,  
September 19th, 
 724-454-6476 

 
 
 
 

ATTENTION MEALS ON WHEELS COOKIE 

BAKERS 
 

STORE BOUGHT COOKIES ONLY at this time. Please drop your cookies 
off AT THE CHURCH.  
 

August 
COOKIE BAKERS (GROUP 4) Cookie Sunday is August 8, 2021. 

 

Janet Ambrose Paula Laird Joanne McMahan 

Patti Benton Jenny Luffy Michele McMahan 

Carol Clawson Nancy Maxson Debra Topper 
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GOOD 

SHEPHERD 
BLOOD DRIVE  

 
WILL BE HELD ON  

 
Tuesday, August 24, 2021 

1:00PM-6:30 PM 
Where:  Social Room 

  
Please do not donate blood after June 29th to be eligible to 

donate in Aug.  
 

Please call 1(800)RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter: gbg to schedule an Appointment 

   
Appointments are available and encouraged.   

Walk-ins are welcome. 
                

Share the vibe. Give blood to help save lives. 

 
 

 

 
 

SWPA W/ELCA 2021 Designated Outreach:  Blessed Bundles 
based in The Lutheran Church of Our Saviour in North Huntingdon will 

continue to be the recipient of our generosity until 

January 1, 2022.  They distribute baby & 

toddler items to families in need every 3rd Sat. of 

the month 11am – 1pm.  If you know of anyone 

in need of baby supplies, email 

BLESSEDBUNDLESLCOOS@gmail.com for 

more information.  We are asked to continue 

to donate the items listed below:  diapers 

(their most needed item, size preemie – 7), wipes, baby toiletries (baby 

wash, baby shampoo, baby lotion, diaper cream, baby/toddler 

mailto:BLESSEDBUNDLESLCOOS@gmail.com
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toothbrushes), gently used or new baby equipment & toys (infant swings, 

pack & play, activity centers, play mats, books, etc.), new bottles, new 

sippy cups, new straw cups, bibs, baby/toddler utensils, Target gift cards 

(where most of their diapers are purchased).  Please remember that 

financial contributions are also accepted by making checks payable to 

SWPA Women of the ELCA designated to Blessed Bundles and mailing 

them to Donna Petrell (Treasurer of the SWPA Women of the ELCA) 

110 Bashford Dr., Moon Township, PA 15108.  Please include a note 

that you are from Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg, 

Cluster 4 and that the enclosed check is a donation for Blessed Bundles.  

You may contact me, Karen Gesalman, at 724-837-1439 with any 

questions. 

 

Nominations are due ASAP for the election of our SWPA W/ELCA 

2022 designated outreach recipient.  If you know of a local 

organization or project that helps support women and children living in 

crisis or need and would like them to be considered, application forms 

are available from Karen Gesalman at 724-837-1439 or online at 

www.swpasynod.org/ministries/welca within the W/ELCA Friends Inc. 

Summer 2021 newsletter pages 11-12.  Nomination forms must be 

received by Linda Reed by August 15, 2021. You may also contact 

Linda with questions at 724-433-2034 or decamom@live.com.  The 

new designated outreach will be elected at the Lutherlyn retreat Sept. 

18th 2021. 

 

Calling all women, young & old alike to Celebrate with a day of 

fellowship at the NWPA & SWPA Women of 

the ELCA one day retreat at Camp 

Lutherlyn Saturday,  September 18, 2021.  

Come & enjoy the camaraderie, the fun, the 

laughter, the learning, the music, the relaxing!  

Come see what Camp Lutherlyn is like without 

spending the night!  Come get a boost of 

spirituality & fun after all this time apart!  The 

day will include time to visit a prayer room, 

shop in a Fair Trade store, rock or sit on the wrap around porch, 

compete in a Corn Hole Tournament Bingo, go on a holy hike, learn 

about internet safety, donate to our designated outreach, hear from the 

nominees for next years recipient & cast your vote, participate in 

http://www.swpasynod.org/
mailto:decamom@live.com
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discussion with Pastors Kristen Papson & Beth Siefert as we celebrate 

50 years of ordination for women, and so much more! Adults, Girls and 

Teens who have reached confirmation age are welcome to attend.  

CDC and state guidelines will be maintained.  Medical excuses cannot 

be accepted and masks are to be worn at all times.  Face shields are 

not considered a mask.  Social distancing will be practiced and hand 

sanitizer will be provided.   

 

Registration for the day includes all 

activities & 3 meals (continental 

breakfast, lunch & dinner) for $67.  

Payment & registration must be 

received by Jeannie North in 

Pittsburgh by Aug. 27th. 

 

There are grants available to help cover up to half of the cost.  

 

Grant forms are Due by July 31st.  

 

Karen has forms or they can be found at 

www.swpasynod.org/ministries/welca within the W/ELCA Friends Inc. 

Summer 2021 newsletter pages 7-8.  If I’ve sparked your interest, 

please contact Karen Gesalman at 724-837-1439 for car-pooling, forms, 

or more details. 
 

An excerpt from the SWPA W/ELCA Friends, Inc Summer 2021 
newsletter: 
 Social Justice Committee 

I would like to share a quote from 
Michelle Obama that I viewed on an 
Instagram post a month or two ago. “Like so 
many of you, I’m pained by these recent 
tragedies. And I’m exhausted by a heartbreak 
that never seems to stop. Right now, it’s 
George, Breonna, and Ahmad. Before that it 
was Eric, Sandra, and Michael. It just goes 
on, and on, and on. Race and Racism is a 
reality that so many of us grow up learning to 
just deal with. It’s up to all of us-black, white, 
everyone-no matter how well-meaning we 
think we might be, to do the honest, 

http://www.swpasynod.org/
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uncomfortable work of rooting it out. It starts with self-examination and 
listening to those whose lives are different from our own. It ends with 
justice, compassion, and empathy that manifests in our lives and on our 
streets. I pray we all have the strength for that journey, just as I pray for 
the souls and the families of those who were taken from us.”  

 
A place to begin or continue our self-examination might be 

through the organization Sisters Celebrating Diversity. They are offering 
a six-week summer book club based on the book “Oneness 
Embraced” by Dr. Tony Evans and it will be facilitated by Ernestine 
Sudduth and Sue Smith. Virtual meetings will be from 6:30-8:00pm 
on Zoom Tuesdays July 13, 20, 27 and August 3, 10, 17. If you would 
be interested in joining the facilitated conversation, contact me and I will 
make the contact for you. (The contact is a reply to an email-no email 
address).  I’m betting that even if you aren’t able to join the discussions, 
the book will be a worthwhile read.  

God Bless,  

Jeanne Christensen (724-832-8588) & Helen Williams 
(724-393-2395) 
 

 

Books, Games and Scriptures (BGS) 
Will meet Tuesday, August 10th, at 7:00PM 

in The Social Room. 
August 10th will be our  

Annual Make your own  
Ice Cream Sundae Night. 

 
Ice cream will be provided; bring your own toppings to 

share. 
 

We will continue to study important women of the 
Old Testament 
as we concentrate on Tamar. 

 
Recently read books will be shared and traded and we will 

enjoy a fun game or two. 

 
As usual, all women are welcome. 
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GOOD SHEPHERD  

BRUNCH / POTLUCK 
In Honor of  

Jenny Luffy’s  
Eleven Years of service 

to the Church 
Will be after the 9:30 AM Service on Sunday, August 8th 

 
A sign-up sheet will be available in the Lobby to bring 

a dish. (Please note if Salad/Appetizer, Meat, or Side) 

 

Drinks and a cake will be provided. 

 

There will be a box for any cards or notes you may want to 

give to Jenny. 

 

This is your chance to relax, chat and eat some good food made 

by All of our Good Cooks here at the Church! 

 

All are Welcome! 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Brought to you by the Friendship Committee and W/ELCA 
 

 

Meal Train for the Podolinski Family 
 

Hello Good Shepherd Family. 

 

I am writing in regards to having a MEAL TRAIN to 

help the Podolinski family during this time. As most 

of you know Pastor Frank is recovering from a major 

fall and recent surgery.  
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I also set up the MEAL TRAIN to assist his family and to make things a 

little easier.  I have it set up through the end of August. If you are 

interested in participating, click to the link below to sign up for a date. 

 

If anyone needs assistance, please contact me (Rachel King 724-454-

6476). 

 

If cooking is not your thing you can still participate by purchasing gift 

cards and or ordering from some of their chosen restaurants that are listed 

on the website.   

 

Thank you again! 

Rachel 

 
Link to the MEAL TRAIN 

–  https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/4q4y48. 

 

 

News & Announcements  
 

 

*There are currently NO schedules due to current events. Therefore, 

if you are at a service and see a need, please pitch in. 
  

*To include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church 

office by 12:00 pm. Wednesdays. 

 

 

***Beginning May 29th & 30th, Council has approved the 
following new protocols:  Mask wearing is optional for 
fully vaccinated people, temperature check is no longer 
required, sanitization of hands upon entry to the church is 
optional.   
 
Attendance will still be taken. Social distancing in the 
Sanctuary will continue.  These protocols will remain in 
place until further notice.*** 
 

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/4q4y48
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The deadline for the September Newsletter is August 16th and 

folding will be Wednesday, August 25th at 9:30 am. 

 

Happy Birthday to: 

William Ambrose (08/05) 

Carol Angelo (08/05) 

Eleanor Besser (08/26) 

Jay Brunot (08/15) 

Carol Clawson (08/29) 

Presley Darragh (08/08) 

Bettie Davis (08/14) 

Timothy Donahue (08/20) 

Jean Donoughe (08/22) 

Camryn Ecker (08/09) 

Leah Huth (08/20) 

Lily Huth (08/12) 

Alexander Isler (08/25) 

Theodore Johnson (08/15) 

Lauren Karell (08/17) 

Alyssa Lecuyer (08/28) 

Sawyer Leuthold (08/12) 

Brady Luffy (08/03) 

Jennifer Luffy (08/13) 

Dennis Mcintire (08/26) 

Dakoda Perry (08/07) 

John Seruga (08/06) 

David Sheridan (08/07) 

James Stewart (08/11) 

William Stewart (08/23) 

Cynthia Stiles (08/25) 

Susanne Strasser (08/02) 

McKenzie Thompson (08/19) 

Barbara Tychinski (08/23) 

Ryan White (08/17) 

Marsha Williams (08/11) 

Michael Williams (08/19) 

David Wolfe (08/28) 
 

(If we have missed your birthday, we do not have it in our records. 

Please help us update them. Thank you) 
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PRAYER LIST - Our thoughts and prayers are with the following:  

  
Good Shepherd Members: 

Ken Mowl  Joyce Coates Pastor Frank  Janie Glott 

Tom Sidon Karen  Val Pollock  Jay 

John Sarp  Lillian Shea Dorothy Gesalman  Bonnie Altman 

Kim Jones  

   

Friends and relatives of the Good Shepherd family: 

 

Jeff Guhl  Lisa Appleby Marilyn DePalma  Carol Ober 

Andy  Eric Altman Carly    Barbara DePalma  

Todd DiOrio Lily  Connie Altman  Tom Taylor 

Dora Neighley Alan McGee Sue Brussalis  Amy Demi (Fritz) 

Matt  Mary Swantner (Kim Jones Mom)  Carl Johnson  

Olivia Kissell Jill Coates  Family of Jordan Tomson Ric Szelong  

Kathy C.  Johnny Desantis  Bill, Janie Glott’s Brother David Mellon 

Kayla  Lauren & Baby Mr & Mrs. McKnight Myrna McCloskey  

Eric  Danielle Day Chad Amond  Barbara Ross 

Marc Glott Mary Kovolosky Scott   Glenn Trout 

Debbi Brown Riley Balcita Andy Evans  MaryAnn Popovich 

Maria  Hudson Donahue Andy, Sandy & Ethan Moneer Ghanem 

Courtney Sidon Donna Hornin Jonathan Spicer (Hornin) Joe Hornin 

Susan Ally (Erin Hill)  Adam Gesalman  Judith Hoffman 

      

Those in care facilities: 
Twin Lakes Nursing Home: Vanita Permar  

Westmoreland Manor: Fred Beehner 

Redstone Highlands: Bernie Fisher (Murrysville), Charlotte Hein, Joan Rappold 

New Haven Court: Carole Bridges  

Brookdale: Laura Diaz 

St. Annes: Becky Demi 

Arden Courts: Helen Johnson 

Ridegeview Residential Care: Betty Crock 

Walnut Ridge: Jack & Nancy Immel 
 

Those in the Service   

NATIONAL GUARD  Spencer Goehrig     

IRAQ:    Paul Harrold,   

NAVY:    Michael Shupe 
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ITALY:    Derek Leach 

ARMY RESERVES:  Ryan Ilich 

FORT LEWIS:   Lindsey Patrick 
 

We pray for the safety of all military personnel and their families and give thanks to God for 

their service to our nation. 

 

 

We welcome names for the Good Shepherd prayer list. Names will 

appear on the list for one month unless we are contacted to keep them 

longer. Thank you. 
 

 


