
  
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-pilotandgod1@gmail.com 
Office Hours: by Appointment during COVID 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share the 
love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

May 16, 2021 – 10:30 am. 

“Seventh Sunday of Easter” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “PRELUDE ON A WELSH TUNE” G. YOUNG 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN “CHRIST IS THE KING!” ELW 662 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C  CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 



 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of 

Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that 

we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

 
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 

hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 

Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who 

arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 

ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when 

he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 
23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and  

 



 

 

Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which 

one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from 

which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot 

fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 1 (Read responsively) 

 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 

 2Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R 
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves 

that | do not wither; 

  everything they | do shall prosper. 

 4It is not so | with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 

 6For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R 

 

SECOND READING:  1 John 5:9-13 

 
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony 

of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of God have the 

testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 

believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the 

testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has 

life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

  13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 

know that you have eternal life. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 

GOSPEL: John 17:6-19 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 

[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 

world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now 

they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to 

me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 

you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 

on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I 

am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded 

them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture 

might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so 

that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, 

and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not 

belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to 

protect them from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 

the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the 

world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that 

they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

 



 

 

SERMON   

 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR” ELW 838 

 



 

 

 

 

+ NICENE CREED   

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 

 

 



 

 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church in your 

Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as your loving people, ready to 

testify to your Spirit at work. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas teem 

with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in the soil. Guard 

and keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near streams of 

water. Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your grace and truth. 

Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have abundant life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, 

rejected, or sick. Grant healing and love to all in need (especially). Give them tangible 

signs of your steadfast love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and supporting 

one another. Give us thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that are unique to us and keep us 

from being envious of others with different gifts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through the 

witness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. We cherish 

the memory of your saints (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY “PEACE” C. FRANCK 

   

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

A God of love, 

C you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives 

and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for 

the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

 

 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages 

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

through whom you created all things, 

and in whom you take delight. 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot 

and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

and won for you a holy people; 

he stretched out his hands in suffering 

in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

 

 



to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 
  

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 

hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the 

hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord..   Amen. 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 

Jesus. The God of life, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 

 



 

+ SENDING HYMN “SON OF GOD, ETERNAL SAVIOR” ELW 655 

 
 



 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE “GO FORTH IN PEACE” T. BIRCHWOOD 

 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

Congratulations Pastor Frank on the 20th Anniversary of your Ordination. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

Last night we welcomed through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Noah Lee Nagle, son of 

Nickolas & Amanda Nagle. 

 

***Just a reminder that the previous protocols that Council put in place requiring 
masks be worn, temperatures taken, and hands sanitized upon entering church 
remain in place until further notice.*** 
 

Good Shepherd Graduates - If you know of anyone that is graduating this year from 

high school, college or trade school, please notify the church office via email 

(shepherd501@yahoo.com) or leave a note on the desk. 

 

Mark your calendars! VBS will be July 26-30th 
Registration begins May 1st through June 12th 

You can register online @ www.goodshepherdgbg.org 
Paper forms available upon request 

Limited spots so register early! 
 

If interested in volunteering please contact Rachel King 724-454-6476. 
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Additional Blanket Sunday Donations 
 

In loving memory of:    Given by: 
Carol Stewart     Dorothy & Jim Stewart 
Carol Stewart     Jim Stewart 
Kathy Gorman     Jim Stewart 
Mary Ambrose     Bill & Janet Ambrose 
Florence Wilson     Bill & Janet Ambrose 
Eleanor Elliott     Nancy Flinner 
Mothers     Jack & Paula Laird 
 

In honor of:     Given by: 
  Mary Ann Smith’s 96 Birthday   Linda Smith 
  Beth Ober, Nurse    Fran Ober 
  Linda Smith     Mary Ann Smith 
 

Additional Donation by Howard & MaryAnn McMurtrie 
 

 

Please join our Family as we celebrate the life of our beloved 

Carol Ann Fredo Stewart 

Saturday, the fifth of June, Two-Thousand and Twenty-One. 

A Service will be held at  

Good Shepard Lutheran Church 

501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 

from noon until one in the afternoon 

Pastor Frank Podolinski will preside. 

   


