
  
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-pilotandgod1@gmail.com 
Office Hours: by Appointment during COVID 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share the 
love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

May 2, 2021 – 10:30 am. 

“Fifth Sunday of Easter” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “ARIA” J.S. BACH 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN “NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES” ELW 379 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C  CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!  

P  The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you all. 

C  And also with you.  

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
 



 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life 

in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40 

 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now 

there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 

charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning 

home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to 

Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading  

 



 

 

the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied,  

“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside  

him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:  

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 

scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the 

road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 

prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 

Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they 

came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him 

no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 

was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 

came to Caesarea. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 22:25-31 (Read responsively) 

 
25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations. R 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!” R 

 



 

 

 

SECOND READING:  1 John 4:7-21 

 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 

God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s 

love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 

might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and 

sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, 

we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, 

God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of 

the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide 

in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  

  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love 

has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 

because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 

out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection 

in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their 

brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have 

seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is 

this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

  

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 15:1-8 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 

 

 

 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every 

branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 

more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide 

in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 

who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches 

are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, 

that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

 
 

 
 

SERMON   

 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “ALLELUIA! JESUS IS RISEN!” ELW 377 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

+ NICENE CREED   

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 

 

 

 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you. Cleanse us 

by your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and 

witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of creation, may 

we seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance of your 

abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are called to serve. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love: those 

who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all (especially). 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit (especially with Athanasius, 

Bishop of Alexandria and those we name before you). With them, may our hearts live 

forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 



 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY “O BLESSED SPRING” D. CHERWIEN 

   

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

A God of love, 

C you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives 

and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for 

the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

 

 

 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages 

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

through whom you created all things, 

and in whom you take delight. 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot 

and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

and won for you a holy people; 

he stretched out his hands in suffering 

in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

 

 



 

to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 
  

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 

hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the 

hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord..   Amen. 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 

Jesus. The God of life, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 



 

 

+ SENDING HYMN “CHRIST IS ALIVE! LET CHRISTIANS SING” ELW 389 

 



 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE “POSTLUDE “NACHSPIEL”” ARR. H. HOPSON 

 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 
 

 

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 
 

Scott & Michelle McMahan to the Nursery in honor of Sylvie James McMahan’s First 

birthday. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 
 

BLANKET WEEKEND – MAY 8 & 9, 2021 
Mothers’ Day weekend this year is May 8th & 9th, and once again Good Shepherd Church 
members are invited to participate in a collection to fund the acquisition and distribution 
of blankets and other disaster relief items to people in need. For the small sum of $10.00 
you can give a blanket to help victims of earthquakes, storms, fires, or the ravages of war. 
Please use the Blanket Sunday envelopes provided in the commons area to make your 
donation in honor of or in memory of a mother, grandmother or other special woman this 
Mothers' Day. 
 

***Just a reminder that the previous protocols that Council put in place requiring 
masks be worn, temperatures taken, and hands sanitized upon entering church 
remain in place until further notice.*** 

 
 



 
 

Good Shepherd Graduates - If you know of anyone that is graduating this year from 

high school, college or trade school, please notify the church office via email 

(shepherd501@yahoo.com) or leave a note on the desk. 

 

 
Mark your calendars! VBS will be July 26-30th 
Registration begins May 1st through June 12th 

You can register online @ www.goodshepherdgbg.org 
Paper forms available upon request 

Limited spots so register early! 
 

If interested in volunteering please contact Rachel King 
724-454-6476. 

 

 

 

SPRING CLEAN UP 
MAY 15, 2021 

9:00 am. 

Contact Fran Ober for details. 
 
 
While the office is in this transition period, volunteers are needed to answer the 
phone. If you are able to volunteer, please sign up on the list in the church office. 
During this time, please call the church (724)834-1940 before coming during the 
week to make sure the doors are open. Thank you. 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
 
DATE OF POSTING-APRIL 13, 2021 
JOB TITLE: OFFICE MANAGER 
SUPERVISOR: THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI 
 
GENERAL JOB DESCRIPTION: The Office Manager shall be responsible for overall office 
management including general office work, oversight of personnel and such other duties as may be 
requested by the Pastor or Church Council. 
 
DUTIES/RESPONSIBILITIES: Answer the phone, check messages, check and sort mail, check 
email. Prepare bulletins for regular Saturday / Sunday and special worship services including 
typing, printing, folding, updating the calendar, posting living gifts and important announcements, 
coordinate the facilities for church events and outside group’s activities, update weekly bulletin and 
sermon on the website, attend weekly staff meetings, update prayer list, check bulletin boards for 
updated materials, record weekly attendance and list ‘Living Gifts.’ Prepare monthly newsletter, 
prepare Church Council agenda, coordinate updating website, prepare annual reports, prepare all 
worship materials throughout each season of the church year. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE POSITION- Computer Skills including Microsoft Office Suite, 
Database Knowledge, Office Equipment (Copier, Scanner), Interpersonal Skills, Strong 
Organization, Ability to work independently, time management and confidentiality. 
 
HOURS: This position requires a 25 hour work week, including office work from 9:00am-2:00pm 
Monday through Thursday and 5 flex hours. 
 
SALARY: Negotiable based on experience. There are no benefits offered for this position. 
 
 
Please submit a letter of interest and resume by, Attention: Pastor Frank Podolinski. 

 

 


