
  
The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-pilotandgod1@gmail.com 
Office Hours: by Appointment during COVID 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share the 
love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

April 25, 2021 – 10:30 am. 

“Fourth Sunday of Easter” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT” ARR. J. INNES 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN “GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE 

AND SING” 

ELW 385 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C  CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!  

P  The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you all. 

C  And also with you.  

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
 



 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. 

Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 

priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When 

they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 

name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 

people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone 

who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, 

and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 
11This Jesus is  

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

mortals by which we must be saved.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 23 (Read responsively) 

 

 1The LORD| is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 

 



 

SECOND READING:  1 John 3:16-24 

 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 

down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the 

world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this 

we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever 

our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 
21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive 

from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 

  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 

Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his 

commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides 

in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

  

 
 

GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 

 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters  

 



 

them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am 

the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do 

not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 

will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 

my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received 

this command from my Father.” 
 

 
 

SERMON   

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS” ELW 502 



 

 
+ NICENE CREED   

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to 

your loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness to 

your expansive love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your 

creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound 

with life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of 

all leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give 

leaders joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your 

Spirit, so that we lay down our lives for those in need (especially). Help us love one 

another in truth and action. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together 

and give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities (specific 

concerns may be named), fill us anew with you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of 

resurrection hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you (especially the 

evangelist Mark). Bring us, with them, to dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY “THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS” D. WOOD 

   

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A God of love, 

C you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives 

and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for 

the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages 

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

through whom you created all things, 

and in whom you take delight. 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot 

and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

and won for you a holy people; 

he stretched out his hands in suffering 

in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

 



 

to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 
  

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 

hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the 

hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord..   Amen. 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 

Jesus. The God of life, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 



 

+ SENDING HYMN “SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US” ELW 789 

 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE “FINALE IN C MINOR” S. SAXTON 

 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 



 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 
 

 

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 
 

Donna Sheridan to Lutherlyn in loving memory of Scott. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 
 

WEEKEND BACKPACK LUNCH PROGRAM 
Good Shepherd Church participates with several other churches to provide weekend lunches for 
children who currently receive free school lunches at West Point Elementary School, but have 
insufficient means to assure meals over the weekends. We are on the schedule for May 6th. Items 
may be dropped off at the church during office hours or during services. All items are needed by 

May 2nd. 
  

 Pop Tarts (Any flavor) 
 Mac & Cheese Meals 
 Pasta Meals  
 Fruit Snacks  
 MultiGrain/Granola Bars   
 Rice Krispie Treats 
 Individual Snack Bags  

 
BLANKET WEEKEND – MAY 8 & 9, 2021 

Mothers’ Day weekend this year is May 8th & 9th, and once again Good Shepherd Church 
members are invited to participate in a collection to fund the acquisition and distribution 
of blankets and other disaster relief items to people in need. For the small sum of $10.00 
you can give a blanket to help victims of earthquakes, storms, fires, or the ravages of war. 
Please use the Blanket Sunday envelopes provided in the commons area to make your 
donation in honor of or in memory of a mother, grandmother or other special woman this 
Mothers' Day. 
 



 

 
***Just a reminder that the previous protocols that Council put in place requiring 
masks be worn, temperatures taken, and hands sanitized upon entering church 
remain in place until further notice.*** 

 
While the office is in this transition period, volunteers are needed to answer the 
phone. If you are able to volunteer, please sign up on the list in the church office. 
During this time, please call the church (724)834-1940 before coming during the 
week to make sure the doors are open. Thank you. 

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
 
DATE OF POSTING-APRIL 13, 2021 
JOB TITLE: OFFICE MANAGER 
SUPERVISOR: THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI 
 
GENERAL JOB DESCRIPTION: The Office Manager shall be responsible for overall office 
management including general office work, oversight of personnel and such other duties as may be 
requested by the Pastor or Church Council. 
 
DUTIES/RESPONSIBILITIES: Answer the phone, check messages, check and sort mail, check 
email. Prepare bulletins for regular Saturday / Sunday and special worship services including 
typing, printing, folding, updating the calendar, posting living gifts and important announcements, 
coordinate the facilities for church events and outside group’s activities, update weekly bulletin and 
sermon on the website, attend weekly staff meetings, update prayer list, check bulletin boards for 
updated materials, record weekly attendance and list ‘Living Gifts.’ Prepare monthly newsletter, 
prepare Church Council agenda, coordinate updating website, prepare annual reports, prepare all 
worship materials throughout each season of the church year. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE POSITION- Computer Skills including Microsoft Office Suite, 
Database Knowledge, Office Equipment (Copier, Scanner), Interpersonal Skills, Strong 
Organization, Ability to work independently, time management and confidentiality. 
 
HOURS: This position requires a 25 hour work week, including office work from 9:00am-2:00pm 
Monday through Thursday and 5 flex hours. 
 
SALARY: Negotiable based on experience. There are no benefits offered for this position. 
 
 
Please submit a letter of interest and resume by April 28th, Attention: Pastor Frank Podolinski. 

 

 


