
  
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-pilotandgod1@gmail.com 
Office Hours: by Appointment during COVID 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word & Sacrament – February 21, 2021 – 10:30 am. 

“First Sunday in Lent”  
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “I LAY MY SINS ON JESUS” L. SMITH 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast 

love, our rock and our redeemer.   Amen. 
 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who 

is full of compassion. 
 

Fountain of living water,  

Pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we 

have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive 

in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so 

love.   Amen 
 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace; by the saving love of Jesus 

Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are † forgiven, and God remembers them no 

more. Journey in the way of Jesus.    Amen. 
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+ GATHERING HYMN “O LORD THROUGHOUT THESE FORTY 

DAYS” 

ELW 319 

 

 

 



 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

+ KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the 

wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. 

May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.   Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17 
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant 

with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, 

the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came 

out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off 

by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God  

 



 

said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 

creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it 

shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the 

earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me 

and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a 

flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 

earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 

between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: 25:1-10 
1To | you, O LORD, 

  I lift | up my soul. 

 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 

 4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 

  and teach | me your paths. R 
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 

 6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 

  for they are from | everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O 

LORD. 

 8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 

  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. R 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 

  and teach the low- | ly your way. 

 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 

  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. R 

 

SECOND READING:  1 Peter 3:18-22 
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 

bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which 

also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not  

 



 

obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 

which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this 

prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to 

God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into 

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject 

to him. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+ LENTEN ACCLAMATION 

 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

+ GOSPEL: MARK 1:9-15 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 

the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 

Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the 

wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels 

waited on him. 

 

  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 

and believe in the good news.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 



 

 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “LORD KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR 

WORD” 

ELW 517 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

+APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church 

throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the 

good news of your salvation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s 

creatures from destruction (especially . . . here local environmental concerns may be 

named). Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science educators. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

 



 

All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders 

in our community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing 

dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all 

who suffer (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal 

identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s 

ministries of care and concern (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all 

those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of 

your reign. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY  “GLORY BE TO JESUS” R. HAAN 

 

 

+ OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Faithful God, 

You walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from 

heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 



 
 

+ GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

+ THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

With  name/s and  your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children 

may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like 

to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the 

world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has 

made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

 

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy 

and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. 

 

God bless you that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  

Amen.   

 



 

 

+ SENDING HYMN “I WANT JESUS TO WALK WITH ME” ELW 325 
 

 
 

 



 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  “O LAMB OF GOD” J.S. BACH 

 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. If you are looking  

for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good Shepherd family. 

 

LIVING GIFTS have been designated by: 

 

Mark & Lynda Gesalman to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church at Rocky Boy Indian 

Reservation in loving memory of Ruth Gesalman. 

 

Donna Sheridan to Property in loving memory of Norm Sheridan. 

 

Donna Sheridan to Meals on Wheels in loving memory of Gladys McCabe. 

 

Isbelle Bruggeman, Fran Ober & Cheryl Boytim to Major Repairs in memory of Eleanor 

Besser. 

 

 

 

 

Puppet Shows during Lent 
 

Visit our Facebook page Wednesdays during lent to view a series of puppet shows. 

The puppet show is called “The Voice of God.” It was written by Lutheran pastor, 

Edward Markquart, and will feature a different character every week from Jesus’ 

walk to the cross. Afterward the show can be found on the church website. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WEEKEND BACKPACK LUNCH PROGRAM 
Good Shepherd Church participates with several other churches to provide 
weekend lunches for children who currently receive free school lunches at 
West Point Elementary School, but have insufficient means to assure meals 
over the weekends. We are on the schedule for March 4th. Items may be 
dropped off at the church during office hours or during services. All items are 

needed by February 28th. 

 

 Pop Tarts (Any flavor) 
 Applesauce Cups 
 Mac & Cheese Meals 
 Pasta Meals  
 Fruit Snacks  
 MultiGrain/Granola Bars   
 Rice Krispie Treats 
 Individual Snack Bags  

 

LIVING GIFTS – A new sign-up sheet is posted in the hall. Please sign up for 

those dates that may have special meaning to you. As your important date approaches, 

please remember to fill out a designation slip (located on the bulletin board). Thank 

you. 

Members call Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836 

to designate. When prompted say 

“Thrivent Choice”. Need only supply your 

first and last name and date of birth. Must be completed by March 31st. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


