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A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share 
the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word & Sacrament – November 8, 2020 – 10:30 am. 

“Veteran’s Sunday”  
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE” L. SMITH 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and 

calls us beloved.   Amen. 
 

Holy One,  

We confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. We 

forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. We are 

infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming, 

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation.     

Amen 
 

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through † Jesus 

you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in 

the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.   Amen. 
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+ GATHERING HYMN “GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND” ELW 891 
 

 

 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

 

 



 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 

Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.     Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24 
18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 

  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

 It is darkness, not light; 

  19as if someone fled from a lion, 

  and was met by a bear; 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

  and was bitten by a snake. 

 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

  I will not accept them; 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 

 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

 24But let justice roll down like waters, 

  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 70 (Read Responsively) 

 1Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me; 

  O LORD, make | haste to help me. 

 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded; 

  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be disgraced. R 
 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me 

  turn back because | of their shame. 

 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you; 

  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the LORD!” 
 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God. 

  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry. R 

 



 

SECOND READING:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so 

that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus 

died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 
15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 

until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord 

himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s 

trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are 

alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in 

the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with 

these words. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

+GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 

bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, 

and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the 

wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them 

became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their 

lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going 

out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better 

go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the 

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and 

the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you 

know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

 



 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “O BEAUTIFUL FOR SPACIOUS 

SKIES” 

ELW 888 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY  “LET US PRAY FOR PEACE” T. KEESECKER 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and 

shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from 

your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self 

and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.  

Amen. 

 
 

+NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power 

on the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with 

sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us 

in praise and prayer (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless 

the work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious 

living with your creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of 

every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of 

crimes. Be present in cases where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail 

(especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those 

who live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their 

identity and place in this world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and 

retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. 

Heal the wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. 

Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the 

building up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather 

all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ's body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children 

may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like 

to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous 

hearts as we meet you on the way.  Amen. 
 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 

beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

 

The blessing of God, Sovereign, † Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 

Amen.   

 



 

+ SENDING HYMN “MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE GLORY” ELW 890 
 

 
 

 



 

DISMISSAL 
Beloved of God, go in peace and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  “GO FORTH IN PEACE” T. BIRCHWOOD 
 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. If you are looking  

for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good Shepherd family. 

 

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 

 

Dorothy & Jim Stewart to Major Repairs in loving memory of Kathy Gorman’s birthday 

and in honor of Jim Stewart, Jr.’s birthday. 

 

Karen Gesalman to the General Fund in loving memory of Eric Coates and Fern 

Gesalman’s birthdays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VETERAN’S DAY SERVICE 
The following youth are participating in the service honoring our Veteran’s. 

 

   Drezden Gesalman  Alex Ryan     

   Ben Podolinski  Mackenzie Halfhill  

   Presley Darragh  Tyler Fauth  

 

Thank you to Rachel & Andrew King, Kathy Wolfe & Jessica Darragh for helping the 

youth with this service. 

 

 

 

 



 

Announcements 

Please join Pastor Frank on Wednesdays throughout October and November 

for Evening Devotions and Prayer on Good Shepherd Facebook Live on the 

following dates: 

7:00 pm. 
November 11 

 

 

Last chance to order your rolls all proceeds benefit the youth groups 

All orders must be in by Wednesday, November 11th and be in for pick up 

Wednesday, November 18th 

The famous Jimmy and Nino Sunseri’s Monster and Atomic Pepperoni Rolls 

from the Strip District of Pittsburgh 

Atomic Pepperoni Roll:Pepperoni, Mozzarella 

Provolone 50/50 Blend, with our Legendary Dipping 

Peppers (Sweet Cubanella Peppers, Hot Banana 

Peppers, Jalapeno Peppers, Prosciutto tid bits, Portabella 

Mushrooms, and Roma Tomatoes. 

2 LB Monster Pepperoni Roll - Pepperoni, Mozzarella 

Provolone 50/50 Blend 

 

 

ROLLS WILL BE FRESH AND READY TO SERVE! 

(Stays fresh 4-5 Days in Refrigerator in Plastic Bag) 

 

 

 
 



 
Thanksgiving Baskets 

Once again this Thanksgiving holiday we will be collecting food items to fill baskets to 

deliver to families in our Good Shepherd community. The items needed are: 

 

Large bottles of apple juice 

Large cans sweet potatoes  

Large boxes of instant mashed potatoes 

Boxes of stuffing 

Large jars of turkey (or chicken) gravy 

Boxes of cookies (no nuts or peanut butter please) 

Giant Eagle, Wal-Mart, Shop ‘n Save or Aldi gift cards for $25.00 (or cash towards 

purchase of a card). Cards are used by families to purchase a turkey and other perishables, 

such as butter and milk) 

 

Please bring your donations to the Good Shepherd office no later than Monday November 

23rd to allow time to assemble and deliver the baskets before Thanksgiving.  

 

 

MITTEN TREE 

The Mitten Tree will be set up in the Commons Area during December 
for decoration with winter hats, scarves, gloves and mittens, which will 
be donated. The deadline for donations is December 13, 2020. 

 

Council Openings 

There are Five (5) openings on council this year. Four (3) year terms and one (2) year 

term. 

Candidates must be communing and contributing members of the congregation. Why 

not take a more active role in the congregation. These are very important positions to 

fill. The requirements include attending a monthly meeting and being a representative 

for a committee at the council meetings. If you are interested in running, please contact 

Pastor Frank, a Council member listed on the inside front cover of the newsletter or the 

church office. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


