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“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share
the love of Jesus Christ."

Service of the Word & Sacrament – November 15, 2020 – 10:30 am.
“Time after Pentecost”
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and
service. This time is designed for personal meditation.
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Silent Meditation Time)
“THE GOOD SHEPHERD”

D. WOOD

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and
calls us beloved. Amen.
Holy One,
We confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. We
forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. We are
infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through † Jesus
you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in
the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. Amen.

+ GATHERING HYMN

“LET STREAMS OF LIVING JUSTICE”

ELW 710

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

+PRAYER OF THE DAY
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us
all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the
joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
7
Be silent before the Lord GOD!
For the day of the LORD is at hand;
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
he has consecrated his guests.
12
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
and I will punish the people
who rest complacently on their dregs,
those who say in their hearts,
“The LORD will not do good,
nor will he do harm.”
13
Their wealth shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,
they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them.
14
The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter,
the warrior cries aloud there.
15
That day will be a day of wrath,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
16
a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.
17
I will bring such distress upon people
that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the LORD,
their blood shall be poured out like dust,
and their flesh like dung.
18
Neither their silver nor their gold

will be able to save them
on the day of the LORD’s wrath;
in the fire of his passion
the whole earth shall be consumed;
for a full, a terrible end
he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] (Read Responsively)
1
Lord, you have | been our refuge
from one generation | to another.
2
Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the | earth were born,
from age to age | you are God.
3
You turn us back to the | dust and say,
“Turn back, O child- | ren of earth.”
4
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when | it is past
and like a watch | in the night; R
5
you sweep them away | like a dream,
they fade away suddenly | like the grass:
6
in the morning it is | green and flourishes;
in the evening it is dried | up and withered.
7
For we are consumed | by your anger;
we are afraid because | of your wrath.
8
Our iniquities you have | set before you,
and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance. R
9
[ When you are angry, all our | days are gone;
we bring our years to an end | like a sigh.
10
The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength | even eighty;
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and | we
are gone.
11
Who regards the power | of your wrath?
Who rightly fears your | indignation?
] 12So teach us to num- | ber our days
that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom. R

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
1
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will
be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief;
5
for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.
6
So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who
sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
11
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
+GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30
The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the
Glory to you, O Lord.

chapter.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves
and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one,
to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five
talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way,
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the
one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long
time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed
over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two
more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did
not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have
what is
yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my
money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with

interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON
+ HYMN OF THE DAY

“OH HAPPY DAY WHEN WE SHALL
STAND”

ELW 441

RECOGNITION OF FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASS
OFFERING
OFFERTORY

“BERCEUSE”

C. DELBRUCK

OFFERING PRAYER
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and
shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from
your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self
and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.
+APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power
on the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of your
Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and refine us to
participate in your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the beauty
of nature (local places of natural beauty may be named). Bless the earth for your glory and
restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase concern for
those who are most vulnerable, especially as international leaders forge trade agreements
and cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy clouds of
depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. Send us
as encouragement and signs of your healing. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the margins.
Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives of others. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from their
labors (especially). Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet to come may also
know your love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather
all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
+GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table.
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children
may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like
to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous
hearts as we meet you on the way. Amen.
+ BENEDICTION
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign, † Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.
Amen.

+ SENDING HYMN

“THINE THE AMEN”

ELW 826

DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
“HELP ME, LORD, TO PRAISE THEE”

POSTLUDE

J.S. BACH
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We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. If you are looking
for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good Shepherd family.

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by:
Marion Bendl to Pastor’s Discretionary Fund in loving memory of mother, Dora Jones and
dear friend, Pauline Yenkala.

Today, we welcome to the Lord’s Table the following First Holy Communion students:

Jocelyn Askey

Megan Kubinec

Caden McClure

Announcements
Please continue join Pastor Frank on Wednesdays Evening Devotions and
Prayer on Good Shepherd Facebook Live.

Thanksgiving Baskets
Once again this Thanksgiving holiday we will be collecting food items to fill baskets to
deliver to families in our Good Shepherd community. The items needed are:
Large bottles of apple juice
Large cans sweet potatoes
Large boxes of instant mashed potatoes
Boxes of stuffing
Large jars of turkey (or chicken) gravy
Boxes of cookies (no nuts or peanut butter please)
Giant Eagle, Wal-Mart, Shop ‘n Save or Aldi gift cards for $25.00 (or cash towards
purchase of a card). Cards are used by families to purchase a turkey and other perishables,
such as butter and milk)
Please bring your donations to the Good Shepherd office no later than Monday November
23rd to allow time to assemble and deliver the baskets before Thanksgiving.

MITTEN TREE
The Mitten Tree will be set up in the Commons Area during December
for decoration with winter hats, scarves, gloves and mittens, which will
be donated. The deadline for donations is December 13, 2020.

Council Openings
There are Five (5) openings on council this year. Four (3) year terms and one (2) year
term.
Candidates must be communing and contributing members of the congregation. Why
not take a more active role in the congregation. These are very important positions to
fill. The requirements include attending a monthly meeting and being a representative
for a committee at the council meetings. If you are interested in running, please contact
Pastor Frank, a Council member listed on the inside front cover of the newsletter or the
church office.

Unfortunately, we will be unable to have an Advent
Dinner or Christmas Program this year.
In place we will be posting 4 mini puppet shows every
Sunday in Advent at 6:00pm starting on Sunday,
November 29th.
ALL Women invited to a SWPA W/ELCA Advent Cluster
Gathering via ZOOM: We hope that you were able to join us for
the fall cluster zoom event either at the church, virtually from your
home or even by telephone. You are now invited to check out their next special program
“The Holy Family Then & Now” on Saturday, December 12th at 10am via ZOOM.
There are multiple ways YOU CAN Participate with us even from the comfort of your
home.
The Zoom Meeting ID is 99364728848
The Meeting Pass Code is 123456
The call in phone number is 646-876-9923
We hope you decide to login or listen in & get a taste of what the Women of the ELCA is
doing on a larger scale. More details will be in the December newsletter. Meanwhile, mark
your calendar & plan to join us in the way that makes you comfortable & hopefully happy

Poinsettias will be available to purchase in memory or in honor
of someone or something for Christmas. There will be a sign up
sheet posted or you can order by calling or emailing the church
office. The cost is $8.50.

MITTEN TREE
The Mitten Tree will be set up in the Commons Area during December for decoration with
winter hats, scarves, gloves and mittens, which will be donated. The deadline for donations
is December 13, 2020.

