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A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to share
the love of Jesus Christ."

Service of the Word & Sacrament – November 1, 2020 – 10:30 am.
“Reformation Sunday”
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and
service. This time is designed for personal meditation.
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Silent Meditation Time)
“VARIANTS ON “ST ANNE”

RITTER/HOPSON

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and
calls us beloved. Amen.
Holy One,
We confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. We
forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. We are
infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming,
open your eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through † Jesus
you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in
the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. Amen.

+ GATHERING HYMN

“YE WATCHERS AND YE HOLY ONES”

ELW 424

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
+PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of
faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who
love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Revelation 7:9-17
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice,
saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
11
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and
where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he
said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
9

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 34:1-10, 22 (Read Responsively)
1

I will bless the LORD| at all times;
the praise of God shall ever be | in my mouth.
2
I will glory | in the LORD;
let the lowly hear | and rejoice. R
3
Proclaim with me the greatness | of the LORD;
let us exalt God’s | name together.
4
I sought the LORD, who | answered me
and delivered me from | all my terrors.
5
Look upon the LORD| and be radiant,
and let not your faces | be ashamed.
6
I called in my affliction, and | the LORD heard me
and saved me from | all my troubles. R
7
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who | fear the LORD
and de- | livers them.
8
Taste and see that the | LORD is good;
happy are they who take ref- | uge in God!
9
Fear the LORD, you saints | of the LORD,
for those who fear the | LORD lack nothing.
10
The lions are in want and | suffer hunger,
but those who seek the LORD lack nothing | that is good.
22
O LORD, you redeem the life | of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished. R
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-3
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that
is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
2
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we
do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.
3
And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
1

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
+GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12
The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the
Glory to you, O Lord.

chapter.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
3
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
11
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
1

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON
+ HYMN OF THE DAY

“FOR ALL THE SAINTS”

ELW 422

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

“SHALL WE GATHER AT THE RIVER”

D. PAXTON

OFFERING PRAYER
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and
shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from
your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self
and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.

+NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power
on the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Lord of all the saints, we praise you for evangelists and martyrs whose sacrifices witness to
your gospel across time and space. Inspire us by their courage to carry our faith to new
people and places around us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every place, the universe proclaims your greatness from generation to generation.
Bless the work of naturalists, conservationists, and park rangers who train our attention to
the wonders of the world you have made. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every nation, guide this country—red states and blue states, rural voters and urban
voters, young and old—as we share in another national election. Kindle hearts eager to
understand our common needs and seek our common good. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every blessing, your Son’s blessing came to those living with poverty, grief,
hunger, thirst, and persecution. Shape our vision of the saints to match his own. Awaken in
us your call to serve all who suffer. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every venture, anoint us with the missionary spirit of the early church. Bless all
new missions of our synod (especially). Empower testimony from new communities of
faith to shape a diverse witness to your saving power. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Lord of every time, countless are the multitudes you have called by name and gathered to
yourself. Comfort us as we grieve those who have died in the past year (here the names of
those who have died in the previous year may be read). In faith, may we join with them in
ceaseless praise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather
all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
+GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table.
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children
may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like
to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous
hearts as we meet you on the way. Amen.
A TIME OF STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT
+ BENEDICTION
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign, † Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.
Amen.

+ SENDING HYMN

“SHALL WE GATHER AT THE RIVER”

ELW 423

DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
“REJOICE IN GOD’S SAINTS”

POSTLUDE

D. CHERWIEN

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. If you are looking
for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good Shepherd family.

LIVING GIFTS have been designated by:
Karen Gesalman to the Food Bank in loving memory of grandfather, Fred and his birthday.
Joyce Carter to Operating Expenses in loving memory of husband, George Carter.

ALL SAINTS WEEKEND
We remember with thanksgiving those who have entered eternal rest this past year and we
praise God for all those who have gone before us. While we honor and miss those who
have passed away, we know that in Holy Baptism, God united all the faithful into one holy,
catholic and apostolic church: the church on earth and the church in heaven.
Doris Altmire
Carl Barefoot
Barry Brinker
Lawerence Byerly
Carrie Clawson
Barb Craig
Jane Croushore
Eileen DePalma
August Dunheimer
Jerry Ferarro
Dorothy Fredo
Ruth Gesalman

Armand Janroy
Dick Jones
Greg Jones
Rick Jones
Ray Leydig
Carolyn Mariani
Brian McGee
Emmett McIlwain
Judy Monchak
Darryl Odelli
Lars Olsson

Jay Palmer
Ruby Porterfield
Sandra Ruggerio
Harry Sherer
Kathy Shively
Butch Shoupe
Richard Stevenson
Lynn Teman
Cassandra Thoma
Doris White
Jack Winter

Announcements
Please join Pastor Frank on Wednesdays throughout October and November
for Evening Devotions and Prayer on Good Shepherd Facebook Live on the
following dates:

7:00 pm.
October 28
November 4 and 11
W/ELCA and Books, Games & Scriptures
We will have an important meeting on Sunday, November 1st after the 10:30 service to
try and plan some COVID safe activities for the coming months. Your input and ideas
are important. Please bring your own lunch, and remember we ca not share desserts
at the present time. Since it is All Saints Sunday, we will take time to remember all of
our past faithful women who have joined the saints in heaven. All women are
welcome.

Veterans Day Program presented by SR Youth
Sunday November 8th 10:30am

Thanksgiving Baskets
Once again this Thanksgiving holiday we will be collecting food items to fill baskets to
deliver to families in our Good Shepherd community. The items needed are:
Large bottles of apple juice
Large cans sweet potatoes
Large boxes of instant mashed potatoes
Boxes of stuffing
Large jars of turkey (or chicken) gravy
Boxes of cookies (no nuts or peanut butter please)
Giant Eagle, Wal-Mart, Shop ‘n Save or Aldi gift cards for $25.00 (or cash towards
purchase of a card). Cards are used by families to purchase a turkey and other perishables,
such as butter and milk)
Please bring your donations to the Good Shepherd office no later than Monday November
23rd to allow time to assemble and deliver the baskets before Thanksgiving.

