‘The Pastor’s Pen’
Over the past several months, I have spoken to several parishioners who
said to me, “Never in my life have I seen anything like this COVID-19
pandemic and its consequences. In one of the conversations, the person
I visited with began to wonder with what it could be compared to help
understand it. We recalled at one point as the virus was getting going,
the streets of New York City, empty of people and cars. A scene from a
science fiction movie came to my mind of the very same thing; streets
empty of cars and people. You know how science fiction goes- like the
Twilight Zone. The aliens come secretly. They begin to sicken and kill
people. Nothing works to stop them. The earthlings are helpless.
In fear, they seek shelter inside their own homes. Streets are empty.
Businesses close. Schools and playgrounds are deserted... This pandemic
has been like an alien invasion of a sci-fi movie. The invaders are the
coronavirus. They kill, they multiply, they spread across the world. Every
weapon we have is useless in the fight against them. The only defense
we have is to hide in our homes, close schools, shutter most businesses,
wash our hands, wear a face mask and isolate. But, even if we don’t get
sick, the side effects of this coronavirus invasion extends far beyond the
devastating physical sickness. Emotionally and spiritually, it causes havoc
in our lives. Our thoughts and feelings get all tangled up and can’t be
neatly separated. We know that emotionally and spiritually we have been
changed from the pandemic. Fear has been an emotion that people have
experienced. I think that the possibility that people we know might
become infected and die strikes fear. It could be someone close; mom,
dad, brother, sister, grandma, grandpa, friends. Anger is another feeling
that comes upon us. We can be mad at the government for a poor
response and mad at the governor for a disjointed process of fair
consideration of all who are affected beyond that actual illness. We may
be angry at China, at God who would permit such a thing. We may be
angry with those we are stuck at home with; husband, wife, mom, dad,
brothers and sisters. We may be angry that all of the things we were
planning for the spring, summer, for our kids, for our jobs have fallen
apart. Plans for prom, graduation, college, sports, and returning back to
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school is really a jigsaw puzzle and now the pieces have been thrown
into a heap of confusion and nothing fits together anymore. We can be
angry at ourselves because in these confinement situations we fail so
often in our desires to do our part, be forgiving, understanding and
prayerful. Anger can be directed at our weakness toward temptation in
times of boredom. There is another emotion that comes when our plans,
once solid, are broken up like that jig saw puzzle. This emotion is grief.
We can be hurting, sad, sorrowful and despondent. Loneliness is another
painful feeling that we might be experiencing to a degree we never had
before. Person to person interaction with our friends has been cut back
to virtual connections. You miss the laughter, joking around, planning
things together, sharing heart to heart thoughts and feelings. It can be
like being stuck on an island with nobody else around.
So, is there a way out of this tangle of thoughts and emotions that
plague us during this pandemic? There is no easy way out, no vaccine,
and no magic cure at this time. That is for sure. But there are ways... First
of all, pray. Here is the thing with prayer. Pray from exactly where you are
hurting. If you are angry with God, talk to God about it. Ask God what’s
going on? Why did God let this happen? The same goes for anger
towards others and yourself. Bring those angers to God. Is there
something for you to learn in this pandemic? Maybe God wants our
hearts to be touched by the fragility of life. If we can just turn away from
ourselves and toward others... Not those far away, but the people next to
you. Forgive them and have mercy on them as God has mercy on you.
Forgive mom, dad, brothers, sisters, all those you have hurt in some way.
Ask forgiveness from them when you have been a pain in the butt.
Forgive yourself from your heart. Forgive that one person who has hurt
you the most. Forgive God, and be active in your gratitude with notes,
texts, emails, and phone calls. Thank people and tell them you cherish
them. One of the most important things to pray for is for hope... If you
think about your life so far you realize that God has done a pretty good
job of taking care of you. You have memories of things that just about
happened that would have been terrible. Some of us have had a close
call while driving. God has taken care of us during our life. This gives
hope that God will take care of us in the future. God is not going to
change. If you listen to the words of scripture the most used words in the
bible are, “be not afraid.’ These are the words spoken to you in these
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times, ‘Be not afraid.’ This is Jesus talking to you as he talked with his
disciples when Jesus was heading toward death and their worlds was
falling apart. He gave them hope and he gives you hope. ‘Be not afraid.’
In other places in scripture, God speaks the following to a people who
were losing hope of God’s love in a time of trouble. God spoke through
the prophet Jeremiah. “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I
will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with
all of your heart.”
Friends, these are hard times for us, for others and for the world. Let
the Lord speak to your heart, ‘Be not afraid.’ Let God the Father speak to
you, “I have plans to give you hope and a future.”
Lord help us to believe in your love for us. Help us to have love. Help us
to have faith. Help us to have hope.
With You in Christ,
Pastor Frank +

COUNCIL NEWS - August Council Meeting Summary
MINUTES: July minutes accepted as written.
TREASURER’S REPORT: See July Report. Accepted as presented
PASTOR’S REPORT: July Report accepted as presented.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
WORSHIP AND MUSIC:
A. Program Year going well. Thanks to those who are helping
every Sunday.
B. Communion proposal submitted by G. Bittner. Council did a
walk-through of communion in the sanctuary. Proposal amended to
include revised date, multiple tables, etc. Communion to begin Sunday,
September 6th using wafers and pre-filled wine and juice cups.
Congregants to maintain social distancing and lift their mask to
consume the wafer and wine/juice.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:
A. Twenty-six children participated in non-virtual, not-inperson Vacation Bible School this year. Packets of activities to be
completed over a week were distributed. Kona Ice came the following
Sunday.
B. Sunday School to resume on Sunday, September 13 with a
modified opening (story instead of a song) and a health and safety
protocol to include temperature-taking and hand sanitizing. Families to
enter through main church entrance and exit the social room door if not
staying for service. No coffee or refreshments to be served at this time.
C. In-person confirmation classes to resume in October. The
only requirements will be class attendance and the taking of sermon
notes.
D. First Holy Communion will proceed this fall for six weeks,
possibly concluding with Communion on Reformation Sunday.
Reminder to be sent.
E. . Jack Gesalman has agreed once again to teach the Middle
School Sunday School class (6th, 7th, and 8th grades).
YOUTH
A. Youth Gathering scheduled for summer of 2021 has been
postponed due to Covid 19.
B. Youth group leaders had dinner with Peyton Ryan to
celebrate her high school graduation.
C. Would like to have a game night in the social room (with
social distancing) or the hayride and corn maze at Lonesome Valley
Farms sometime this fall. Stay tuned for more information.
SOCIAL MINISTRY:
A. Blanket Sunday previously postponed will now take place
the weekend of September 12 and 13.
B. Annual door-to-door food collection is being postponed.
Newsletter and Facebook direct everyone to donate directly to the Food
Bank in lieu of what we normally do.
STEWARDSHIP:
A. Pastor to contact Ryan Ebner, Endowment Funds Rep., to
see what he is doing at other churches.
FINANCE:
A. Audits—Church audit not yet complete for 2019. RHP audit
was completed.
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B. Financial Statements will be available at the end of
September. Please submit your email to the church office if possible.
Otherwise statements will have to be mailed through the post office.
PROPERTY:
A. Letter to neighbors regarding not parking in circular drive
during Preschool drop-off and pickup will be signed by Pastor Frank
and delivered in person.
ROCKING HORSE PRESCHOOL: Starting in September with
morning classes only and will follow CDC protocol.
STEPHENS MINISTRY: Will recruit in the future when people can
be seen.
OLD BUSINESS:
A. Returning - communion to begin on September 6th.
B. Service time changes back to 10:30 am on Sunday,
September 13th. Sunday School will also resume on Sunday,
September 13th. Saturday evening services begin on September 12th.
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Council discussed having the service pre-recorded on
Youtube. Decided that live service on Facebook was preferable at this
time. Sound and recording quality has improved over time.
B. Chris Loughran will no longer be playing the piano for the
Saturday night service once it resumes.
GENERAL BUSINESS:
ADJOURNMENT: NEXT MEETING is September 21, 2020
Detailed Financial Reports are available in the office.

A Note from the Treasurer:
Time is flying by this year! Thank you for being a part of
our family.
We are 7 months into the year but our collections are
lagging behind.
Services have begun in person again but we have never
stopped serving your needs.
If you are able, please try to meet your pledges. Statements will be sent at
the end of September to help gauge your commitment.
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Congregation & Committee News

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE
The Worship and Music Committee along with the health professionals
from our congregation previously consulted, and several others met at
the church on August 4, 2020. Many factors were considered to resume
offering communion in a safe and efficient manner. Input was received
from all who attended.
The following amended guidelines were recommended to council:
Communion will be offered beginning Sunday, September 6th. Wafers
will be used instead of bread. Pastor will sanitize his hands and put on
gloves. Ushers will direct congregants to the altar and Pastor will hand
them a wafer, alternating sides of the church. Congregants will
maintain safe distancing while waiting for their wafer. There will be
tables in front of the altar with pre-poured wine and grape juice. After
receiving the wafer congregants will turn, pick up a cup of wine or
juice, consume it by lifting their mask, deposit the cup in the waste
basket next to the table, and return to their pew. Communion assistants
wearing gloves will be near the table to fill more wine cups if
necessary. Cups will be covered with wax paper prior to communion.
Masks would be lifted only to consume the wafer and the wine/juice.
The camera will be redirected during communion. We are hopeful that
these guidelines will work well until which time communion can be
offered in our traditional manner.
Respectfully submitted,
Gregory Bittner, Chairman, Worship and Music Committee

The committee is in need of a new
chairperson or persons. Please
contact the church office if
interested.
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SOCIAL MINISTRY

September 12/13
Blanket Weekend Rescheduled:
Good Shepherd Church will collect
donations to purchase blankets for
people suffering the effects of weather
disasters, wild fires, civil war, terrorism
or any other natural or man-made
disasters. Blankets can serve as shelter
from hot sun, cold rain or snow, and a
means of carrying a family's meager
possessions as they travel to escape
from the danger facing them. Each
donation of $10.00 funds the purchase
of a warm blanket to provide a measure
of comfort to a needy child of God. You
can dedicate your donation in honor or
memory of your loved one. Your
donation will be recognized in the Good
Shepherd worship service bulletin.
Thank you for your support.

ANNUAL
FOOD
DRIVE
There will not be a
Door to Door Food
Drive this year. Please
consider making your
donations directly to
the Westmoreland
County Food Bank
instead. Your
generous donations
are need now more
than ever.
Thank you.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Confirmation is September 13, 2020 at the 10:30 Service.
The following youth will be confirmed:
Jonathan Askey
Domenic Cuda
Nicholas Cuda
Drezden Gesalman
Mackenzie Halfhill
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Attention!
Sunday Club will kick off Sunday,
September 13th

VIRTUALLY
We are excited to
announce we will
be starting a
NEW curriculum
Simply Loved!
For those of you
who have joined
us in the past for
VBS keep on the
lookout for some
familiar
characters!
We miss seeing
everyone but
want everyone to
stay safe!
Sunday Club will
resume in person
when possible.

on Good Shepherd’s Facebook
page

Frolic is currently on hold

Pre/K 9:00-9:30am
1-5th 9:30-10:00am
Parents are asked to pick up all
supplies their youth will need for
the month. Sunday, September
6th 2-3pm or Monday, September
7th 6-7pm. If neither of those
times work please contact
Rachel King 724-454-6476.

Virtual Storytime will resume
Wednesday, September 16th at
6:30pm on
Good Shepherd’s
Facebook Page
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Middle School Sunday Club Class 6-8th
Grade
Class will be prerecorded and air Sunday’s at 10:00am
on Good Shepherd’s Facebook page. Any questions
that are asked during the lesson should be responded
to via email ShepherdYouth@aol.com by the following
Wednesday. Questions and comments will be reviewed
and answered in the following class.
Everyone attending will need a Good News Bible you
can pick one up Sunday, September 6th 2-3pm or
Monday, September 7th 6-7pm. If neither of those times
work please contact Rachel King 724-454-6476.
Those who are confirmed are encouraged and
welcome to attend. Those not yet confirmed are
expected to participate.

ALL ABOARD
Help us keep Rocky Railway on track
by donating. We may have been
derailed this year but will be coming
into station summer 2021. Items for this event will be
purchased this year to ensure we will have them. Please
consider a monetary donation. You can PayPal from church
website (please note the money is for VBS) or send a
check directly to the church again please note on check
that it is for VBS.
Any amount is greatly appreciated
Thank you!
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We are hoping to welcome
JR & SR Youth back soon!
Keep an eye on the church
Facebook page for possible
events in September/
October.
Good Shepherd Food Pantry is full
and available to anyone in need!
Please don’t hesitate to use or spread
the word to anyone you know in
need. Two bins located below one for
donated items other bin is filled with
baby items for anyone in need of
those items.
Any questions contact
Rachel King 724-454-6476

ATTENTION MEALS ON WHEELS
COOKIE BAKERS
Meals on Wheels is still delivering meals and there is still a need for
cookies. However, they are asking for ONLY store bought cookies at
this time. Please drop your cookies off on the porch of Pat Gatons (516
Fairfield Drive) instead of the church. Pat will be delivering the cookies
to Meals on Wheels where they will package them.

COOKIE BAKERS (GROUP 1) Cookie Sunday is September 13th.
Linda Dunheimer

Fran Robb

Sue Strasser

Barbara Henderson
Fran Ober

Jackie Sheleheda
Donna Sheridan

Barbara Tychinski
Tammy Welsh
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W/E.L.C.A.
ALL Women invited to the 1st SWPA W/ELCA Cluster Gathering:
There are multiple ways YOU CAN
Participate with us even from the comfort
of your home. The Southwestern PA cluster
planners have been working hard organizing
a grand, synod-wide, virtual cluster gathering tea for:
Saturday, September 19, 2020 at 10am via ZOOM.
They have decided that since we cannot go to retreat at Lutherlyn that
weekend, they’d try to bring some joy and community to us in the best
way they can at this time.
1st option: Stay home & log in on your computer, tablet, iPad,
smart phone or similar devise. If the SWPA W/ELCA has a correct
email address for you, we’ll send an email with the Zoom link for you
to use on your smartphone, tablet, or computer from your home if you
desire. I am recommending that if you have not already done so, you
download the zoom program or app for free onto your device ahead of
time so you are ready to participate without delay. Then just click on
the Zoom link to join us at about 9:45am Saturday, September 19th to
join the group.
The Zoom Meeting ID is 930 0930 9968
The Meeting Pass Code is 123456
2nd option: Stay home & call in a few minutes before 10.
Using this option you won’t be able to see what’s going on but you’ll
be able to hear the presentations and I believe get a chance to remark
on things yourself.
The call in phone number is 646-876-9923
3rd option: If you feel comfortable, healthy and state/health
restrictions allow, come to the church social hall to join us as a small
group. We will be sitting socially distanced and wearing masks while
moving about. We will only remove our masks when seated to eat or
drink something. Please DO NOT bring food to share, only something
11 | P a g e

for yourself if you desire. We also ask that if you are not feeling well,
please stay home. We will then participate in a tea time Cluster Event
via “Zoom” on the big screen. This will allow for those who do not
have a computer, smart phone or other device on which to see what’s
going on to hear & see & also see each other. If you would like to
attend the event physically at Good Shepherd, please RSVP by
calling Karen Gesalman at 724-837-1439 by Monday September
14th so we can set up the right amount of tables and chairs
appropriately spaced ahead of time.
Whichever way you decide to participate, bring your teacup,
mug, travel cup (or thermos) of tea, coffee or whatever you’d prefer &
have a brunch type snack on hand be it a scone, donut, breakfast bar,
fruit or whatever you’re hungry for, get comfortable & join us. Even
dress up & wear your tea hats & gloves if you’d like to. The ladies will
be starting the program at 10:00am. Several women will be doing
presentations including, a representative from Blessed Bundles, music
leader, Donna Dupont, devotionals by Sandy Grantz & news from our
board president, Jennifer Armstrong-Schaefer. We hope you decide to
at least login or listen in & get a taste of what the Women of the ELCA
is doing on a larger scale. This is a first for all of us so please say a
prayer for us and the technology. Your patience will be appreciated.
We pray for everyone’s health and safety throughout this pandemic.
We also hope you choose to mark your calendar & join us in the way
that makes you comfortable & hopefully happy 
SWPA W/ELCA 2020 Designated Outreach:
Blessed Bundles
Blessed Bundles is based in The Lutheran Church of
Our Saviour, North Huntingdon. It was created to
provide diapers and wipes to families in need in our
community. There is currently no government assistance that helps to
cover the cost of diapers. They have expanded their program to also
distribute more baby & toddler items. Distributions are held every 3rd
Sat. of the month 11am – 1pm. If you know of anyone in need of baby
supplies at this difficult time, you can email them with questions to
BLESSEDBUNDLESLCOOS@gmail.com. We are asked to help by
supplying them with some of the items listed below. Since we are

back open for worship, our collection at the church is back on.
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Requested Items are: Diapers (their most needed item, size preemie
– 7), Wipes, Baby Toiletries (Baby Wash, Baby Shampoo, Baby
Lotion, Diaper Cream, Baby/Toddler Toothbrushes), Gently Used or
New Baby Equipment & Toys (Infant Swings, Pack & Play, Activity
Centers, Play Mats, Books, etc.), New Bottles, New Sippy Cups, New
Straw Cups, Bibs, Baby/Toddler Utensils, Target Gift Cards (where
most of their diapers are purchased – their monthly expense prior to the
stay at home orders for just diapers and wipes was over $1,000).
Please remember that financial contributions are also accepted by
making checks payable to SWPA Women of the ELCA designated to
Blessed Bundles and mailing them to Donna Petrell (Treasurer of the
SWPA Women of the ELCA) 110 Bashford Dr., Moon Township, PA
15108. Please include a note that you are from Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Greensburg, Cluster 4 and that the enclosed check
is a donation for Blessed Bundles. This helps us track our financial
impact and philanthropy. Through your generous donations, the
Southwestern PA Women of the ELCA treasurer, Donna Petrell, has
recently managed to send them a donation of $1,000. Please continue to
support this cause as the need for items has grown. You may contact
me, Karen Gesalman, at 724-837-1439 with any questions.

News & Announcements
*There are NO schedules for the month of September due to current
events. As we open back up there will be many Volunteer
opportunities. However, everyone will have a different comfort level
when it comes to returning to church. Therefore, if you are at a
service and see a need, please pitch in.

The deadline for the September Newsletter is September 21st
and folding will be Wednesday, September 30th at 9:30 am.
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Happy Birthday to:
Kristy Alderson (September 1)
Andrew Mellon (September 1)
Valerie Pollock (September 1)
Sandra Wright (September 1)
Jennifer Connor (September 2)
Mark Gesalman (September 3)
Shelly Ryan (September 3)
Richard Neiderhiser (September 4)
Lynne Lipko (September 5)
Morgan Mull (September 6)
Colton Hearn (September 7)
Vincent Smith (September 7)
Zach Meyers (September 10)
Miriam Starenchak (September 11)
Christine Adams (September 12)
Grant Monnich (September 12)
Deborah Terrie (September 14)
Jamie Luffy (September 15)
Andrea Territ (September 15)
Tina Rager (September 19)
Tristyn Mays (September 20)
Jessica Darragh (September 23)
Liam Hefflefinger (September 25)
Ken Hill (September 25)
Michael Hook (September 26)
Amy Donahue (September 28)
Kathy Howells (September 29)
Riley Dunn (September 30)
Peyton Starenchak (September 30)

(If we have missed your August birthday, we do not have it in our records.
Please help us update them. Thank you)
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PRAYER LIST - Our thoughts and prayers are with the following:
Good Shepherd Members:
Marion Bendl
Ken Mowl
Cy Howells
Joyce Coates
Janie Glott
Tom Sidon
Val Pollock
Jane Barnard
Dustin & Connor Wodoslawsky

Roger Sullenberger
Debbie Bartolomucci
Howard McMurtrie
Joann McMahan
Jay

Jeff Guhl

Marilyn DePalma

Lisa Appleby

Andy
Eric Altman
Todd DiOrio
Lily
Tucker Smith
Cara Jo Gourley
Darryl Odelli
Matt
Family of Jordan Tomson
Kathy C.
Johnny Desantis
Kayla
Lauren & Baby
Eric
Danielle Day

Jim Bartolomucci
Carol Stewart
Bill Ambrose
Karen

Jack Laird
Carly
Barbara DePalma
Connie Altman
Tom Taylor
Dora Neighley
Alan McGee
Mary Swantner (Kim Jones Mom)
Jill Coates
Mary G.
Bill, Janie Glott’s Brother
David Mellon
Mr & Mrs. McKnight
Myrna McCloskey
Chad Amond

Those in care facilities:
Close to Home, Bolivar: Vanita Permar
Westmoreland Manor: Fred Beehner
Redstone Highlands: Bernie Fisher (Murrysville), Charlotte Hein, Joan Rappold
New Haven Court: Mildred Cramer, Norma Menoher, Eleanor Besser, Carole Bridges,
Stone Brook Manor: Eleanor Elliott
Brookdale: Bill & Shirley Knackstedt, Laura Diaz
St. Annes: Becky Demi
Arden Courts: Helen Johnson
Those in the Service
NATIONAL GUARD
IRAQ:
NAVY:
ITALY:
ARMY RESERVES:
FORT LEWIS:

Spencer Goehrig
Paul Harrold,
Michael Shupe, Cameron Lipko
Derek Leach
Ryan Ilich, Tyler Beranek
Lindsey Patrick

We pray for the safety of all military personnel and their families and give
thanks to God for their service to our nation.
Friends and relatives of the Good Shepherd family:
Jerry Ferraro – friend battling cancer – requested by Lynne Lipko
Debbi Brown – Cancer – requested by Bonnie Altman
Riley Balcita – Childhood Leukemia – Requested by Rich Welsh
Sandy Fontana – Cancer – Requested by Darlene Frederickson
Jill Coates -- sister-in-law of Joyce Coates
Andy Evans – Friend of Wright Family

We welcome names for the Good Shepherd prayer list. Names will
appear on the list for one month unless we are contacted to keep
them longer. Thank you.
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