‘The Pastor’s Pen’
“God Never Changes”
Constant... It isn’t a word we encounter frequently in our world these
days... Amidst the daily, hourly, moment by moment changes, are the
teeter-tottering developments in this ‘new normal’ time of pandemic,
racial unrest and political agendas. A firm, fixed place to stand; a
steady rhythm that continues after a whirlwind of events, leaves the
day-to-day landscape unrecognizable from last week’s, four months
ago, and last year’s norm. Constants are fibers of the fabric of life that
remain when the course of life’s changes, challenges, and struggles
leave us with the thread bare remnants. Constants make up the
backbone of life... of our faith. Change is a natural and necessary part
of life. Even good changes stretch us and cause pain. Therein lies
another lesson; without pain there is no growth. Gains—growth—cost
in the short term so that the rewards may be seen in the long term.
Maybe you are a person who welcomes change like the mice, Sniff
and Scurry in Dr. Spencer Johnson’s book, ‘Who Moved My Cheese.”
Sniff and Scurry are prepared to move on and forge ahead in the face
of change. Or, maybe you are more like the mice, Hem and Haw, who
lament reality and play the victimized mourners of yesterday gone
by? But, what if remembering that the never-changing aspects of life
and eternity will ground us as we face both desirable and undesirable
changes both in our personal lives and in the world around us? In the
midst of continuous change in our homes, places of work, cities,
nations, government, and places of ministry, there are some beautiful
promises that can anchor us and point us toward God who remains a
Holy... Same... As long as we have breath in our bodies, we are
guaranteed God
has a purpose for our lives. God has called us to love God, love
others, and to spread His glory everywhere we go... Even in times of
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greatest want; when we are uncertain of where our next meal will
come from, or what the medical test will report, or if we will have
enough money to put gas in the car, God will provide. God is faithful
to keep promises. God has promised, through Jesus Christ to
welcome us to our place at the table here now, and in God’s eternal
Heaven. While Jesus is preparing a place for us, God has given us the
Holy Spirit to guide us and lead us in every aspect of our lives. God
has given us the never-changing truth of scripture by which the Holy
Spirit speaks into all areas of our life. God has designed creation in
such a way that even when our personal worlds are in flux and cause
us stress and anxiety, we can count on the sun to rise and set each
day and for the rain to fall and flowers to grow... Dishes in the sink,
hair and teeth that need brushing, clothes that need washed, meals
that need prepared, doctor appointments to go to, jobs that need
done, and bills that need paid. Pressing work remains. This may seem
like a constant we would rather do without... However, God delighted
in the work of creation and God established the earth to be cultivated
and subdued. God created us for work and for rest and for worship of
the Triune God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and desires that we find
joy in our toil. May you find peace in this un-changing truth.

Pastor Frank +
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COUNCIL NEWS
July Council Meeting Summary

DEVOTIONS: Lillian Shea
MINUTES: June minutes amended to show that Drezden Gesalman
was not present at the last council meeting and Jack Gesalman did not
make or vote on motion shown.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Accepted as presented.
PASTOR’S REPORT: Accepted as presented.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
WORSHIP AND MUSIC:
A. Services have resumed and been well-received from all who
have attended. Attendance has averaged around 20-25 parishioners.
Letter received from the bishop was discussed. Council would like
thank the crew that has been helping check people in and to Jessica and
Greg for cleaning and generally pitching in where needed.
B. Confirmation to be held on Sunday, September 13th at the
10:30 service.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:
A. Sunday Club should hopefully be starting on September
13th. Frolic will begin again and new curriculum was purchased for
both Pre/K and the 1st to 4th grade class. A new teacher is needed for
the middle school class. Suggestion was made to hold confirmation
class during the Sunday Club hour or to end Sunday Club at the 4th or
5th grade level if a teacher cannot be found.
B. Twenty-six children are registered for Vacation Bible School
and packet pick-up is scheduled for July 26th. On August 2nd the kids
will return for Kona Ice in the parking lot and will receive a goody bag.
YOUTH:
A. Youth Gathering tentative fund raisers are on hold at this
time. The committee would like to hold a barbecue in September if
possible. The ELCA is still planning on holding the triennial gathering
next year (2021).
B. Youth group leaders are taking Peyton Ryan to dinner on
July 26th in celebration of her graduation from high school and the
youth group.
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STEWARDSHIP: Program to being in the fall.
A. Pastor would like Ryan Ebner, Endowment Funds
Representative, to address the congregation in the fall. Ryan has
expressed interest in meeting with council to encourage church leaders
to become examples for the congregation in setting up endowments.
FELLOWSHIP:
A. Would like to hold Art Show in October but social
distancing would be difficult. To be held when food can safely be
served in the church.
PROPERTY:
A. Unsure if outside church sign is lit. Committee disagrees
with installing “No parking on the grass” signs.
B. Council accepted committee resignation letters from Bill
Ambrose and Jack Rutter. Council would like to thank both for their
long history of service to the property committee.
C. This committee is in need of new members and a
chairperson. Please contact Pastor Frank or Jenny Luffy if interested.
D. Approval of Peyton and Alex Ryan as replacement lawn care
for Bill Ambrose/Brady Luffy.
ROCKING HORSE PRESCHOOL:
A. Meeting to be held on Thursday, July 23rd at 10:30
B. A simple graduation was held for the four year-olds that
included parents and siblings only.
PUBLIC RELATIONS:
A. Both Facebook and the church sign have been updated to
show Sunday service is now at 9:30 am.
W/ELCA: No meetings scheduled until further notice.
OLD BUSINESS:
Ideas for Eagle Scout projects for the Boy Scout Troop - Jack
Gesalman is waiting to hear from Matt Fisher or scout(s) regarding
possible book shelf project.
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Plan of Returning discussed. Saturday night service at 5:30
to begin on September 12th. Looking for volunteers to help with the
safety protocol currently used on Sunday morning. The 8:30 Sunday
morning service remains suspended until further notice.
B. Discussion on whether congregation should be able to sing in
a quiet, limited manner.
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C. Discussion on how other churches are delivering
communion. The Worship and Music committee is tasked with coming
up with a plan for the next council meeting. Suggestion made to include
health care workers currently involved in the safety protocol at that
meeting.
D. Discussion on posting church service on Youtube versus
Facebook and possible camera purchase. Tabled until August meeting
when Pastor Frank returns.
E. Andrew King to fill council position vacated by Joy
Stynchula.
GENERAL BUSINESS:
A. August newsletter deadline is July 20, 2020.
Detailed Financial Reports are available in the office.
NEXT MEETING is August 17, 2020
To: The Members of Good Shepherd
From: Jack W Gesalman, member of Council
Regarding our Restart
I would like to warmly welcome everyone to come back to worship with
us when you feel safe and encourage you to come see how safe we have
made it. I was one of the core group that felt it necessary to provide a
place to worship as soon as legally permissible and to that end at the
council meeting in May, I tasked the Worship & Music Committee to
devise a plan to reopen the church so we would be ready when we went
green. Council supported this motion. I would like to commend Worship
& Music for the plan they put together and submitted to council in June at
the same time we went green. It was thorough and well thought out. The
plan was examined, slightly amended and I made the motion to put it in
effect on June 28th as recommended by Worship & Music. Council
approved the motion. The services so far have been well received with
over 20 members in attendance, guidelines have been followed thanks to a
corps of volunteers, and we have had no major snags with the procedures.
Members have found the service meaningful and worthwhile. Since that
time we are looking for ways to improve the worship opportunity to
include Communion, Saturday services and social opportunities while
keeping a safe environment. If you wish to comment, see any
councilperson and meanwhile, come and worship with us!!!
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Congregation & Committee News
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

VBS Update
ALL ABOARD
Help us keep Rocky Railway on
track by donating. We may have
been derailed this year but will be
coming into station summer 2021. Items for this event
will be purchased this year to ensure we will have them.
Please consider a monetary donation. You can PayPal from
church website (please note the money is for VBS) or
send a check directly to the church again please note on
check that it is for VBS.
Any amount is greatly appreciated
Thank you!

ALL ABOARD
For a Fun Home Activity
August 2nd
Those who are Registered DON’T
Forget
Return completed Bingo sheets Sunday, August
2nd at 1:00pm and pick up your goody bag and
receive Kona Ice
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There are NO JR or SR Youth
events planned
for the month
of August.
We will resume as
soon as we are able!
Everyone stay safe!
Due to current events we have pushed
the annual BBQ off until Saturday,
September 12, 2020. Be on the lookout
for more information in the upcoming
months.
Good Shepherd Food Pantry is full and
available to anyone in need! Please
don’t hesitate to use or spread the word
to anyone you know in need. Two bins
located below one for donated items
other bin is filled with baby items for
anyone in need of those items.
Any questions contact
Rachel King 724-454-6476

More Good Shepherd Graduates
Brandon S. Helmick, son of Mark & Jennifer (Ober) Helmick of New
Boston, TX. and grandson of Chuck & Fran Ober.
If we missed your graduate, please let the church office know.
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ATTENTION MEALS ON WHEELS COOKIE BAKERS
Meals on Wheels is still delivering meals and there is still a need for cookies.
However, they are asking for ONLY store bought cookies at this time. Please
drop your cookies off on the porch of Pat Gatons (516 Fairfield Drive) instead
of the church. Pat will be delivering the cookies to Meals on Wheels where
they will package them.

COOKIE BAKERS (GROUP 4) Cookie Sunday is August 9th.
Janet Ambrose
Patti Benton
Carol Clawson

Paula Laird
Jenny Luffy
Nancy Maxson
Joanne McMahan

Michele McMahan
Debra Topper

W/E.L.C.A.
All W/ELCA activities have been put on hold for
August & September.
The SWPA Women’s Organization is
very pleased to announce that our
mass email database list has reached
481 people! Our latest email was sent
on June 7th. These emails are meant
for anyone who wishes to receive them but especially all women who
are members of the church. We are trying our best to stay in touch with
you during these trying times so hope you are among those who
received them and read them. Unfortunately, they were only
successfully delivered to 299 of the addresses in our database and the
rest bounced back. This could be for several different reasons. I could
have misread your handwriting when entering in your information. If
this is the case, I apologize. Your email address may have changed and
I need the new one. Another reason may be that your email service
provider is blocking our email from coming through. It may see us as
spam or end up in your junk folder because we are sending out in mass.
You can solve any of these problems by emailing us your correct
information - name, email address, church name and location and
cluster # (if you know it) to swpawelca@yahoo.com and adding us to
your email contact list. I will then ensure that I have your correct email
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address in the database. By adding us to your contact list or email
address book it should allow you to receive any emails from us without
them being blocked. If you are still not receiving email after this, please
contact me and I will be happy to try and help.
Our emails may inform you of the Women of the ELCA’s upcoming
projects, cluster events, changes in how we do things and more.
Please note that if you click on our logo within the email it will direct
you to copies of our Friends, Inc. newsletter on-line at the SWPA
Synod website. We hope that you did not miss out. If you did, it’s
never too late to sign up or just make sure your information is up to
date. If you have any questions or comments, you can send them to
swpawelca@yahoo.com. You do not have to be an officer or an official
contact or even be a member of an active unit to receive the email
notices, anyone who wishes to receive them may. Please encourage
others to sign up. The email addresses will be kept private for our use
only. You will be able to request to stop receiving email at any time.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation and watch for an email
from swpawelca@yahoo.com (or swpawelca@mail.vresp.com) as we
are using a mass email service, Vertical Response, to send the email.
Hope you are being safe, taking care & staying informed 
Your SWPA Women of the ELCA Mass Email Dispatcher, Karen
Coates Gesalman

SAVE THE DATE:
September 19th at 10am for our first “ZOOM” Women of the
ELCA Cluster meeting – details in the next newsletter
SWPA W/ELCA 2020 Designated Outreach:
Blessed Bundles
Blessed Bundles is based in The Lutheran Church of
Our Saviour, North Huntingdon. It was created to
provide diapers and wipes to families in need in our
community. There is currently no government assistance that helps to
cover the cost of diapers. They have expanded their program to also
distribute more baby & toddler items. Distributions are held every 3rd Sat.
of the month 11am – 1pm. If you know of anyone in need of baby supplies
at this difficult time, you can email them with questions to
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BLESSEDBUNDLESLCOOS@gmail.com. We are asked to help by
supplying them with some of the items listed below. Since we are back

open for worship, our collection at the church is back on.
Requested Items are: Diapers (their most needed item, size preemie –
7), Wipes, Baby Toiletries (Baby Wash, Baby Shampoo, Baby Lotion,
Diaper Cream, Baby/Toddler Toothbrushes), Gently Used or New Baby
Equipment & Toys (Infant Swings, Pack & Play, Activity Centers, Play
Mats, Books, etc.), New Bottles, New Sippy Cups, New Straw Cups, Bibs,
Baby/Toddler Utensils, Target Gift Cards (where most of their diapers are
purchased – their monthly expense prior to the stay at home orders for just
diapers and wipes was over $1,000). Please remember that financial
contributions are also accepted by making checks payable to SWPA
Women of the ELCA designated to Blessed Bundles and mailing them to
Donna Petrell (Treasurer of the SWPA Women of the ELCA) 110
Bashford Dr., Moon Township, PA 15108. Please include a note that you
are from Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg, Cluster 4 and
that the enclosed check is a donation for Blessed Bundles. This helps us
track our financial impact and philanthropy. Through your generous
donations, the Southwestern PA Women of the ELCA treasurer, Donna
Petrell, has recently managed to send them a donation of $1,000. Please
continue to support this cause as the need for items has grown. You may
contact me, Karen Gesalman, at 724-837-1439 with any questions.

After many years, Jack Rutter & Bill
Ambrose have hung up their tool belts. We
can’t thank them enough for their
dedication. The committee is in need of a
new chairperson. Please contact the church
office if interested.

---THANK YOU--Dear Friends of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
The Dunheimer Family wishes to thank you for your kind gestures of
support. Your cards, Calls, food and generous memorials for Augustus
Dunheimer III are very much appreciated.
Sincerely,
Linda Dunhemer and Family
10 | P a g e

News & Announcements
*There are NO schedules for the month of August due to current
events. As we open back up there will be many Volunteer
opportunities. However, everyone will have a different comfort level
when it comes to returning to church. Therefore, if you are at a
service and see a need, please pitch in.
*Jenny is still working in the office Monday thru Thursday from
9:00 am – 2:00 pm. if you have any questions.

The deadline for the August Newsletter is August 17th and
folding will be Wednesday, August 26th at 9:30 am.

Happy Birthday to:
Sus Strasser (August 2)
Brady Luffy (August 3)
Bill Ambrose (August 5)
Dakoda Perry (August 7)
Presley Darragh (August 12)
Camryn Ecker (August 9)
James Stewart (August 11)
Marsha Williams (August 11)
Jennifer Luffy (August 13)
Bettie Davis (August 14)
Jay Brunot (August 15)
Tim Donahue (August 20)
Jean Donoughe (August 22)
Barb Tychinski (August 23)
Alex Isler (August 25)
Cindy Stiles (August 25)
Eleanor Besser (August 26)
Alyssa LeCuyer (August 28)
Dave Wolfe (August 28)
Carol Clawson (August 29)
Bill Stewart (August 29)
(If we have missed your August birthday, we do not have it in our records.
Please help us update them. Thank you)
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PRAYER LIST - Our thoughts and prayers are with the following:
Good Shepherd Members:
Marion Bendl
Ken Mowl
Roger Sullenberger
Kathy Howells
Joyce Coates
Debbie Bartolomucci
Janie Glott
Tom Sidon
Howard McMurtrie
Val Pollock
Dustin & Connor Wodoslawsky

Jeff Guhl

Lisa Appleby

Andy
Eric Altman
Todd DiOrio
Lily
Tucker Smith
Cara Jo Gourley
Darryl Odelli
Matt
Family of Jordan Tomson
Kathy C.
Johnny Desantis
Kayla
Lauren & Baby

Jim Bartolomucci
Carol Stewart
Bill Ambrose

Marilyn DePalma

Jack Laird
Carly
Barbara DePalma
Connie Altman
Tom Taylor
Dora Neighley
Alan McGee
Mary Swantner (Kim Jones Mom)
Jill Coates
Mary G.
Bill, Janie Glott’s Brother
David Mellon
Mr & Mrs. McKnight

Those in care facilities:
Close to Home, Bolivar: Vanita Permar
Westmoreland Manor: Fred Beehner
Redstone Highlands: Bernie Fisher (Murrysville), Charlotte Hein, Joan Rappold
New Haven Court: Mildred Cramer, Norma Menoher, Eleanor Besser, Carole Bridges,
Stone Brook Manor: Eleanor Elliott
Brookdale: Bill & Shirley Knackstedt, Laura Diaz
St. Annes: Becky Demi
Arden Courts: Helen Johnson
Those in the Service
NATIONAL GUARD
IRAQ:
NAVY:
ITALY:
ARMY RESERVES:
FORT LEWIS:

Spencer Goehrig
Paul Harrold,
Michael Shupe, Cameron Lipko
Derek Leach
Ryan Ilich, Tyler Beranek
Lindsey Patrick

We pray for the safety of all military personnel and their families and give
thanks to God for their service to our nation.
Friends and relatives of the Good Shepherd family:
Jerry Ferraro – friend battling cancer – requested by Lynne Lipko
Debbi Brown – Cancer – requested by Bonnie Altman
Riley Balcita – Childhood Leukemia – Requested by Rich Welsh
Sandy Fontana – Cancer – Requested by Darlene Frederickson
Jill Coates -- sister-in-law of Joyce Coates
Andy Evans – Friend of Wright Family

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of:
Jay Palmer
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