‘The Pastor’s Pen’
Grace and Peace to you dear friends of our Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church family,
These have been and continue to be very interesting days before us. I
want you to know, first and foremost, that I care about you and your
families, and I will do whatever I am able to do to meet your physical,
emotional, and spiritual needs. I am also extremely thankful for many
of you who have reached out to me and to my family with similar care
and concern. This is such a gift of God’s grace that we can be present
for one another in creative and caring ways as things change daily. This
too shall pass dear ones. For those of you who contacted me to
acknowledge receipt of my congregational URGENT letter. THANK
YOU!
I want to take some time in this ‘Pastor’s Pen’ to share with you that I
and our church leaders are doing everything we can to keep the
ministries of Good Shepherd continuing with some normalcy,
(whatever that looks like.)




Online ‘Live’ worship on Sunday mornings at 10:30am will
continue. Each Sunday worship will be available to watch on
our website soon after its completion.
On Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday evenings on ‘Facebook Live’
there will be ‘STORY TIME’ for all ages, especially children.
On Wednesdays throughout Lent at 7:00pm, that is,
Wednesday, March 25th and Wednesday, April 1st, I will be
leading Evening Prayer with a Puppet performance.

At this time, it is probable that Palm Sunday, Holy Week, services and
our Easter Celebration may be online. Now is the time for every one of
us to say, “WE’VE NEVER DONE IT THAT WAY BEFORE.’ And
yet, it is with certainty that the disciples after Jesus was resurrected
most definitely said similar words. We can do this, dear church. I guide
you to the two scripture passages that have always guided both my life
as a Christian, and as a Pastor.
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They are [John 15:1-5, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine
grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in
me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I
am the vine and you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.”]
and, [Philippians 4:13, The Apostle Paul writes, “I can do all things
through Christ who gives me strength.”]
It seems to me that our top priorities as a congregation would be,
1. Prayer. Praying to God and for one another in our church
congregation, in our community, for other Lutheran
congregations in our Synod, for the Larger ELCA and
Lutherans all across America. Pray for other denominations and
expressions of the Church, and for all who are affected by the
illness and those who are on the front line and care for people in
any way, and for all whose lives are affected by being ‘OFF’
from employment right now.
2. Staying connected to one another by various means, online
worship, and the current opportunities throughout the week that
I mentioned above. Phone calls, texts, emails, and internet and
phone conference meetings.
3. Each one of us being as regular and generous as we can with
financial offerings, as well as with gifts above and beyond
our regular giving as each of us are able, to keep our
ministry continuing.
4. Assisting me in maintaining connection with our members
in nursing homes and who are homebound.
5. Assisting me in maintaining connection with our families
with school-age children and college-age youth. And,
6. Reaching out with me to serve members in both our
community and our congregation members, especially the
elderly with any personal needs.
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This is what is on my heart and mind these days, and I would expect
may be on your heart and mind as well. Again, while things need to be
different at this time, remember whose you are and remember that WE
are called through our baptism to BE the Body of Christ at this time
and place. We need each other dear friends and we can be encouraged
by the words of the Apostle Paul, [Romans 8:28, 31-39, “We know that
all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. What then are we to say about these
things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is
God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ, Jesus, who died,
yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword? As it is written, for your sake we are being killed all day
long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered. No, in all these
things, we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all of creation will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”]
In Faithfulness to God and to you. Peace be with you,
Pastor Frank +
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COUNCIL NEWS
MARCH MEETING DETAILS
TREASURER’S REPORT: See Reports. Question posed as to the
Maintenance of Property expense. Pastor to ask Shelley Cottrill. Repairs to
the refrigerator were included. The cost of the repair will be moved to
Major Repairs. ($592.51)
PASTOR’S REPORT: No report
COMMITTEE REPORTS
WORSHIP AND MUSIC:
A. First Holy Communion still scheduled for April 26th for 7 children
B. Due to social distancing from the coronavirus, Soup and Sandwich and
Vesper services have been suspended. Palm Sunday and Easter services
remain tentatively scheduled with a sunrise service and breakfast on Easter
Sunday and a Taize service on Wednesday of Holy Week.
C. A letter went out to the congregation advising that this coming weekend
(3/21 and 3/22) there will be NO Saturday night or 8:30 Sunday morning
services. Pastor Frank will have a live video Service of the Word at 10:30
am Sunday broadcast via Facebook and the Good Shepherd website.
Pastor reminded all that the offering is still vital and contributions can be
mailed to the church or made through online giving. Talk to Jenny at the
office to set this up. Pastoral care will continue 24/7.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:
A. Sunday Club is also temporarily suspended.
B. Rachel looking for a back-up week for Vacation Bible School in case
volunteers who are teachers are working in June. May need to re-schedule
closer to fall.
YOUTH:
A. Nine attended the Senior Youth day at Seven Springs for tubing,
followed by dinner at Oakhurst Tea Room. Senior Youth event scheduled
for 3/29 at Jaffre’s and the Escape Room is unfortunately postponed.
B. Trip to Splash Lagoon in Erie for the Junior Youth scheduled for the
weekend of 3/22 has been postponed until later in the year.
SOCIAL MINISTRY:
A. Backpack Program next date is April 17 (57 lunches). If church
services have not yet resumed then funding for items may be taken from
Social Concerns, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund or the Council Discretionary
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Fund. Bags delivered this date were packed by Jessica and Pressley
Darragh and the Podolinski family.
B. Easter Baskets from the Good Shepherd food pantry still a possibility
C. Blanket Sunday to be held on Mother’s Day May10th
EVANGELISM:
A. Bring a Friend to Church — Community Meal has been postponed.
Hopefully moving this dinner from April to May. Taize Service during
Holy Week still planned for now.
STEWARDSHIP:
A. Giving in Gratitude is this year’s focus. Kick-off weekend will be April
18th and 19th. Planning meeting scheduled for 3/24 may have to be
changed. Timeline, communication and leadership for the seven weeks of
giving will be discussed.
FELLOWSHIP:
A. Art Show scheduled for March 28/29 is moved to May 30
FINANCE COMMITTEE: No report
PROPERTY:
A. “Park At Your Own Risk” signs to be placed out front. Suggestion
made to fill in the rut and plant a shrub/bush there so that no one parks on
the grass after rut is repaired..
B. Emergency repair made with council’s approval to the Social Room Air
Conditioning System on March 11th.
C. It appears that a sensor needs repaired/replaced on the church sign
D. Pastor to talk to committee regarding the monitor in the commons area
going off when the lights are turned off
MUTUAL MINISTRY: New member Mary Ann McMurtrie. To meet
sometime this spring
PERSONNEL: No report
ROCKING HORSE PRESCHOOL:
A. School temporarily cancelled due to coronavirus.
B. To date eight 3-year-olds have been enrolled for next fall
C. Meeting scheduled for next week may be held online
MISSION:
A. Mission Work Camp still on the calendar for June 21 through June 26.
B. Pastor to meet with Middle School principal when possible
PUBLIC RELATIONS: No report
STEPHENS MINISTRY: No report
W/ELCA:
A. Brunch has been cancelled
B. Dinner scheduled for 4/26 with Pastor Jerry Nuernberger is still
tentatively planned.
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OLD BUSINESS:
A. Community Feast has been cancelled; Taize Service still planned for
Holy Week
B. Ryan Ebner, Gift Planner will be invited to speak to Good Shepherd
members regarding estate planning
NEW BUSINESS:
A. All groups, including Boy and Girl Scouts, Bridge Club and New
Neighbors have suspended meeting at the church for the next few weeks
B. Jenny will be in the office but the congregation is being asked not to
come to the church during this time of social distancing. The congregation
is invited to call the church office with any concerns/issues.
C. Pastor Frank continues to substitute for Pastor Propst in Delmont
D. Meals on Wheels has decided to have a car show on 8/15/20 at Good
Shepherd
E. Lutheran Church Extension Society is an organization that Good
Shepherd has subscribed to for $55 per year that allows congregations to
borrow up to $150,000. Motion made and carried to continue our
membership.
GENERAL BUSINESS:
A. April Newsletter deadline is March 16, 2020
B. Committee Chair Meeting scheduled for Monday, April 6th at 7pm
may have to be cancelled/postponed
NEXT MEETING is April 20, 2020.

Congregation & Committee News
SOCIAL MINISTRY
FOOD TO GO FOR KIDS
As we are trying to maneuver through things we are
unsure how we will handle the April collection. At this
time, we would like to ask for monetary donations as
the stores are out of a lot if the items we would include
in the backpack food. If you would like to make a
donation to the backpacks, please make your check payable to Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church and write “Backpacks” on the memo line. Feel
free to mail them to the church.
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EASTER BASKETS
In compliance with the current Social Distancing situation, we
will be mailing Grocery Gift Cards to our Easter Basket recipients
this year.

BLANKET WEEKEND – MAY 9 & 10, 2020
Mothers’ Day weekend this year is May 9th & 10th, and once again
Good Shepherd Church members are invited to participate in a
collection to fund the acquisition and distribution of blankets and other
disaster relief items to people in need. For the small sum of $10.00 you
can give a blanket to help victims of earthquakes, storms, fires, or the
ravages of war. Please use the Blanket Sunday envelopes provided with
your weekly bulletin or in the commons area to make your donation in
honor of or in memory of a mother, grandmother or other special
woman this Mothers' Day.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Birth-3 years
Thank you to all of you who joined us
this year for Frolic! Hope to see you
back in the Fall!
Pre/K through 8th
Sunday Club is on hold until further
notice. Please stay safe!

Sadly due to the current events going on we decided it was
in the best interest of everyone to cancel the Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, April 4th at 10:00am.
Thank you to all who took an egg and purchased candy for
the egg hunt it was greatly appreciated.
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Confirmation & First Holy Communion
Classes will be through Conference
Calls/Videos until further notice
Confirmation
Class dates are as follows:

6th Grade Pre-Confirmation – Saturdays 11:00 am.
April 4

7th Grade Confirmation – 6:00 pm.
8th Grade Confirmation – 7:00 pm.
April 5
April 19

First Holy Communion Classes
Class schedule is as follows:
April 4*
April 11

April 18
April 25

Classes begin at 11:00 am. with the exception of *April 4th’s 12:00 pm.
start.
Celebration will be, Sunday, April 26th at the 10:30 am. Service.

ALL ABOARD
Unfortunately the Fun Shop on April 25th
has been canceled due to current events.
**Mark your calendars Vacation Bible School will take place
June 8-12th 2020. If you are interested in helping
PLEASE contact Rachel King by email
ShepherdYouth@aol.com or phone 724-454-6476**
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Check out the train ticket booth located in
the commons area! There you can pick up a
ticket. All tickets have on them the items we
will need for VBS. Thank you!

There will be NO
JR or SR Youth
events planned
for the month of April. We will resume as soon as
we are able! Everyone stay safe!

Snow Tubing on March 7th was a blast
thank you to all who participated!
Pizza & Bowling March 8th was
a hit! Thanks to all who came
out and joined us for some fun!

W/E.L.C.A.
Thank you for your quick response to the Lily Project
request. We were able to collect 14 Full Sweat suits.

Books, Games and Scriptures
BGS will meet Tuesday, April 14th at 7 pm. As usual all women
are invited to come and join us for a relaxing evening of
enlightenment and fun.
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MAY DINNER
Once again it’s time for our annual May Dinner. This year we will
feature Pastor Scott and his renowned puppets on their Thoughts
on the Bible. Pastor Scott entertains all around our synod and
surrounding synods in Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia. Be
prepared for lots of humor as well as serious contemplation. Our
dinner will be on Tuesday, May 12th at 6 pm. Tickets will go on
sale starting the weekend after Easter. We hope you will join us.
SWPA W/ELCA 2020 Designated Outreach: Blessed Bundles
Blessed Bundles is based in The Lutheran Church of Our
Saviour, North Huntingdon and was created to provide
diapers and wipes to families in need in our community.
There is currently no government assistance that helps to
cover the cost of diapers. Blessed Bundles served 157
children in Dec. 2019 in Westmoreland & Allegheny Counties. They
have expanded their program to also distribute gently used clothing
(sizes preemie – 14/16) and more. Distributions are held every 3rd Sat.
of the month 11am – 1pm. We are asked to help their cause by
supplying them with some of the items listed below. We will be
collecting items through April 26th, 2020. Requested Items are:
Diapers (their most needed item, size preemie – 7), Wipes, Baby
toiletries (baby wash, baby shampoo, baby lotion, diaper cream,
baby/toddler toothbrushes), Gently used baby equipment & toys (infant
swings, pack & play, activity centers, play mats, books, etc.,) New
Bottles, New Sippy Cups, New Straw cups, bibs, baby & toddler
utensils, Target Gift Cards (where most of their diapers are purchased –
their current monthly expense for just diapers and wipes is
approximately $1,369). Please remember that financial contributions
are also accepted by making checks payable to SWPA Women of the
ELCA designated to Blessed Bundles. Items may be brought to the
designated donations box at church, any cluster event, or the May
convention. You may contact me, Karen Gesalman, at 724-837-1439
with any questions.
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All Women Invited: April 18th for the Women of the ELCA Cluster
gathering to be held at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Youngwood.
This is a fun morning of learning, worshipping, socializing and eating
with the women from all our area churches. They will be having guest
speaker, David DiFiccia a Recreation Therapy Team Leader from the
Veteran’s Hospital in Pittsburgh. Watch for a poster and sign-up sheet
with more details. We really hope you come!
SAVE THE DATES:
September 18-20 – Women’s Retreat at Camp Lutherlyn All women
and teens with a parent or guardian are invited to attend .

Rocking Horse Preschool Registration
Have a neighbor or friend with a three or four year
old? Our Rocking Horse Preschool now has open
enrollment for the 2019-2020 school year. Rocking Horse
Preschool is the longest continuously operating preschool in the area
for the past 43 years. Contact the church office or our preschool
registrar, Erin Hill. See our website and/or the preschool website for
further information. rockinghorsereschool.com.

MISSION
MISSION WORK CAMP OPPORTUNITY
In the March newsletter Pastor Frank introduced ‘Stay At Home
Mission Work Camp-SAHMWC’in Westmoreland County. The Work
Camp is scheduled for June 21st-26. The congregations of Good
Shepherd, First Lutheran, Zion Lutheran, St. Luke’s in Youngwood,
Harrold Zion, St. Matthias, and Salem Lutheran in Delmont are those
planning and participating. Any youth in grade 6-12 in these
congregations may participate. Youth may also invite friends to
participate who are not from these congregations listed above. There is
a small registration fee for each participant to help defray the cost of
meals and materials for the homes where the groups will work.
Please contact me if your child is interested in participating: (724) 8587816. Adults, please contact me if you would like to help serve on one
of the TEAMS for this new exciting opportunity to reach out and help
our neighbors.
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Fellowship Update (Bonnie Altman & Fran Ober)
Fellowship Committee meets the 1st Sunday of the month.

Join us Easter morning
April 12th, 2020
Continental Breakfast following Sunrise
service
9:00 am. Bring your favorite breakfast dish to
share before the 10:30 am. service.
Sign up in Commons Area.

Good Shepherd’s Seventh Annual

Sponsored by the Fellowship Committee

HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED FOR

MAY 30, 2020
Family Fun Night We need everyone’s
help to make this event a big success. There will be a
planning meeting on Mon., April, 27th at 6:30pm
for anyone willing to help co-ordinate this event. We would love to
hear your input. If you are unable to attend, but would like to share
some thoughts please let me know. Contact Karen Gesalman, 724-8371439 with any questions. Hope to see you there!
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ATTENTION MEALS ON WHEELS
COOKIE BAKERS
Meals on Wheels is still delivering meals and there is still a need
for cookies. Please feel free to donate even if it is not your
month. Cookies can be store bought or homemade. A few
changes to the baking schedule this month.
1. Cookie Weekend will be April 4/5 this month due to
Easter.
2. Please drop your cookies off on the porch of Pat Gatons
(516 Fairfield Drive, Greensburg) instead of the church.
Remembering social distancing, please give Pat a call
(724)834-7367 to let her know you have dropped them
off. Pat will be packaging the cookies at her home this
time.
COOKIE BAKERS (GROUP 4)
Janet Ambrose
Patti Benton
Carol Clawson

Paula Laird
Jenny Luffy
Nancy Maxson

Joanne McMahan
Michele McMahan
Debra Topper

Blood Drive – June 24, 2020
The first Blood Drive of 2020 is June 24th. Do
not give after April 30th to be eligible to donate
on June 24th.
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Please keep in mind that Jenny continues to work at the
church, however, if a Shelter in Place mandate is issued,
Jenny will work from home (724)838-8336 and continue to
check the mail. Hours will remain the same, Monday through
Thursday (9:00 am – 2:00 pm.) Thank you.

April 4/5
April 8
April 9
April 10
April 11
April 21

Palm Saturday/Sunday
Taize Service
Maundy Thursday Service
Good Friday Service
Easter Vigil – Salem Lutheran, Delmont
No 5:30 service
6:30 Sunrise Service &
Continental Breakfast
9:00 Easter Breakfast
10:30 Resurrection of Our Lord

All weekday services begin at 7:00 pm.

Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Greensburg invites you to join their
Lenten Thursday Worship and Luncheons. Zion’s is located at 140 South
Pennsylvania Avenue, Greensburg. Worship begins at 12:05 PM, and the
luncheon follows in our Social Room at 12:30 PM. The schedule is as
follows:

April 2 ~

Preaching: The Rev. John M. Smaligo,

April 9 ~

Preaching: The Rev. Brian B. Chaffee

Tentative Schedule. Call the office for confirmation.
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News & Announcements
*There are NO schedules for the month of April due to current
events. We are hoping and praying that we will all be back together
in April. However, everyone will have a different comfort level
when it comes to returning to church. Therefore, if you are at a
service and see a need, please pitch in.
*To include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church
office by 12:00 pm. Wednesdays.
*If you would like to advertise an upcoming event, stop in the office
and fill out a form to be turned in to the Public Relations Committee.

The deadline for the May Newsletter is April 20th and folding
will be Wednesday, April 29th at 9:30 am.

Happy Birthday to:
Lisa Hook (April 1)
Dustin Wodoslawsky (April 1)
Joshua Mellon (April 2)
Morgan Ryan (April 2)
Alex Gray (April 7)
John Strasser (April 8)
Jessica Reinhart (April 11)
Tim Jones (April 12)
Chuck Ober (April 13)
Abby Podolinski (April 14)
Donna Cairns (April 16)
Isabelle Bruggeman (April 17)
John Spitznogle (April 17)
Madelena Mull (April 19)
Robert Territ (April 20)
Jonathan Askey (April 25)
Madison Ryan (April 27)
Brian Hixson (April 28)
Julian Hill (April 29)
Terry Hall (April 30)
Kimberly White (April 30)
(If we have missed your April birthday, we do not have it in our records.
Please help us update them. Thank you)
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PRAYER LIST
Good Shepherd Members:
Marion Bendl
Fritz Demi
Shirley Barefoot Marco Cuda
Janie Glott
Tom Sidon

Roger Sullenberger
Ashley Fearer
Carl Barefoot

Jim Bartolomucci
Kathy Howells

Jeff Guhl

Marilyn DePalma

Jack Laird
Barbara DePalma
Allison Henderson
Bill Shadler
Alan McGee
Loretta
Jill Coates

Lisa Appleby

Andy
Eric Altman
Todd DiOrio
Lily
Bob Quist
Tom Taylor
Cara Jo Gourley Dora Neighley
Darryl Odelli
Hannah Vucina
Mary Swantner (Kim Jones Mom)
Mary G.
Kathy C.

Carly
Connie Altman
Tucker Smith
David Calcagni
Matt
Family of Jordan Tomson
Bill, Janie Glott’s Brother

Those in care facilities:
Close to Home, Bolivar: Vanita Permar
Westmoreland Manor: Fred Beehner
Redstone Highlands: Bernie Fisher (Murrysville), Charlotte Hein, Joan Rappold
New Haven Court: Mildred Cramer, Norma Menoher, Eleanor Besser, Carole Bridges, Jane

Croushore, Carrie Clawson
Stone Brook Manor: Eleanor Elliott,
Brookdale: Bill & Shirley Knackstedt
St. Annes: Becky Demi
Arden Courts: Helen Johnson
Those in the Service
NATIONAL GUARD
IRAQ:
NAVY:
ITALY:
ARMY RESERVES:
FORT LEWIS:

Spencer Goehrig
Paul Harrold, Tyler Beranek
Michael Shupe, Cameron Lipko
Derek Leach
Ryan Ilich
Lindsey Patrick

We pray for the safety of all military personnel and their families and give
thanks to God for their service to our nation.
Friends and relatives of the Good Shepherd family:
Jerry Ferraro – friend battling cancer – requested by Lynne Lipko
Debbi Brown – Cancer – requested by Bonnie Altman
Riley Balcita – Childhood Leukemia – Requested by Rich Welsh
Sandy Fontana – Cancer – Requested by Darlene Frederickson
Jill Coates -- sister-in-law of Joyce Coates
Andy Evans – Friend of Wright Family

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of:
Lawrence Byerly, Father of Michelle McMahan
Carolyn Mariani
Emmett McIlwain, Cousin of Don McIlwain
Butch Shoupe, Brother of Karen Mays
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