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Of the Good Shepherd
501 Fairfield Drive
Greensburg, PA 15601
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR
Pastor’s Cell : 724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net
Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm
Phone: 724-834-1940
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A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to
share the love of Jesus Christ."

Service of the Word and Sacrament
February 9, 2020 – 8:30 & 10:30 am.
“Fifth Sunday after Epiphany”
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and
service. This time is designed for personal meditation.
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Silent Meditation Time)
“BREAK THOU BREAD OF LIFE”

R. HUGHES

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed and
beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters. Amen.
As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the love of Christ
crucified and risen.
God who searches us and knows us,
You have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to find our way. We
have not been just in our dealings with others. We have chosen revenge over mercy. We
have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you. With what shall we come
before you? Forgive us our sin, and show us your salvation in the face of Jesus Christ our
Savior.
Amen

Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God,
poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. Receive the promise of baptism: You are
God’s child; † your sins are forgiven. Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.
Amen.

+ GATHERING HYMN

“GATHER US IN”

ELW 532

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
+ HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your
Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]
1
Shout out, do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.
2
Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God.
3
“Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,
and oppress all your workers.
4
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.
5
Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?
6
Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
7
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
9a
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
[ 9bIf you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
10
if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,

then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.
11
The LORD will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
12
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in. ]
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 112:1-9

Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD
and have great delight in | God’s commandments!
2
Their descendants will be mighty | in the land;
the generation of the upright | will be blessed.
3
Wealth and riches will be | in their house,
and their righteousness will | last forever.
4
Light shines in the darkness | for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. R
5
It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending
and to manage their af- | fairs with justice.
6
For they will nev- | er be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance.
7
They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD.
8
Their heart is established and | will not shrink,
until they see their desire up- | on their enemies.
9
They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever;
they will hold up their | head with honor.
10
[
The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine away;
the desires of the wick- | ed will perish. R
1

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]
1
When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God
to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus
Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much
trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but
with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human
wisdom but on the power of God.
6
Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of
the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and
hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age
understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it
is written,
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—
10
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything,
even the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the
human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the
Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from
God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [13And we speak of these
things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual
things to those who are spiritual.
14
Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually
discerned. 15Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to
no one else’s scrutiny. 16“For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?”
But we have the mind of Christ.]
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20
The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the

chapter.

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled
under foot.
14
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to
all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.
17
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to
abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter,
not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore,
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the
same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven.”
The gospel of the Lord.

SERMON
+ HYMN OF THE DAY

“BREAK NOW THE BREAD OF LIFE”

ELW 515

+NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.
Holy God, it is your desire that all people might come to know you intimately. Lead our
communities into deeper relationship with you. May your church radiate your
righteousness to all whom we encounter. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of creation, you quench the dry ground, bringing water that sustains life. Satisfy the
needs of all the earth, so that all living things bear witness to your verdant grace and
continue to shout your praise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of glory, during your time here on earth you were crucified by powerful rulers who
did not understand you. Grant leaders in our day wisdom and discernment, that they may
recognize you in the lives of the people they serve. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of justice, you free us from the oppression that binds us and exhort us to serve one
another. Liberate us from all fear, bigotry, and greed, and set our hearts and minds on love,
equality, and justice. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life, you reveal your saving love to us through the power of your Spirit. Bless those
among us who are preparing to encounter your invigorating will in a new way, especially
those preparing for or affirming baptism (name/s). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of all eternity, we give you thanks for the lives of the saints who have pointed us
towards faithfulness in you (especially). May we trust in your endless mercy and grace.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident that you are able to accomplish more than we even dare to ask, we bring these
prayers before you, believing in your saving grace revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY (8:30)
ANTHEM (10:30)

“ANDANTE ESPRESSIVO”
“YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE
EARTH”

F. HAYDN
SENIOR CHOIR

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
God of wonder,
C
you formed us in our mother’s womb, and from mother earth you bring forth
this bread and wine. We place them on your table, together with our lives and
all that you have made. Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. We
wait for your mercy; we long for your peace; we hunger and thirst for Jesus
Christ, our banquet of life.
Amen.

+GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table of mercy
and joy.
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape
juice, if you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the
Worship Assistant.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 677,
712, 484.
+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with the gift of
salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to your goodness and
share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+ BENEDICTION
May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life together, keep you
united in mind and purpose. And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be with you always. Amen.
+ SENDING HYMN

“GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING ”

ELW 543

DISMISSAL
Go in peace Let your light shine.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“PRAISE TO THE LORD OF HEAVEN”

D. PAXTON
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A LIVING GIFT has been designated by:
Mark & Lynda Gesalman to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church on Rocky Boy’s Indian
Reservation in loving memory of Ruth Gesalman.
Roger & Debbie Sullenberger, Jean Turnbull, and Jack & Dorothy Gesalman to the
Westmoreland County Food Bank in memory of Ruth Gesalman.
Jack & Paula Laird and Jay & Jean Brunot to Meals on Wheels in memory of Ruth
Gesalman.
Dave & Kathy Wolfe and Jack & Dorothy Gesalman to Senior Youth in memory of Ruth
Gesalman.
Myrna McCloskey, Patricia Scuvotti and Joyce Carter to the Memorial Fund in memory of
Ruth Gesalman.
Betty Nagy to Long Range Initiative in memory of Ruth Gesalman.
Mina & Jack Rutter and Lillian Shea to Major Repairs in memory of Ruth Gesalman.
Barbara Henderson to Worship & Music in memory of Ruth Gesalman.
Sandra Freeman to the Memorial Fund in memory of Judy Monchak.

SERVING TODAY:
8:30

10:30

Worship Assistant

Open

Open

Lector

Rich Welsh

Lynne Lipko

Acolyte

David Welsh

Kayden Askey

Crucifer

XXX

Kaleb Askey

Greeters

Open

Ushers

Open

Debbie Fredo & Caden
McClure
Rob & Josh Lipko

Altar Guild

Tammy Welsh

Doris Wood

Counters

Jenny Luffy &
JackGesalman

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register.
If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good
Shepherd family.

February 25, 2020

5:00 pm. – 7:00 pm.
Sign up in the Commons Area

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF February 9 - 16, 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

8:30 am.
9:30 am.
9:30 am.
10:30 am.
11:45 am.
11:45 am.
5:00 pm.
6:00 pm.
6:30 pm.
7:00 pm.
9:00 am.
10:00 am. – 2:00 pm.
12:30 pm.
7:00 pm.
7:00 pm.
7:00 pm.
9:00 am. – 3:00 pm.
5:30 pm.
8:30 am.
9:30 am.
9:30 am.
10:30 am.
11:45 am.
6:00 pm.
7:00 pm.

Holy Communion
Sunday Club
Coffee Hour
Holy Communion
Books, Games & Scriptures
Sr. Youth Group
Jr. Youth
Brownies
AOL Den
Family Fun Night Meeting
Brunot – Sanctuary
Chat-n-Sew
Parkinson’s Support Group
Meals on Wheels Meeting
Troop 416
Sr. Choir
Bridge Club
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Sunday Club
Coffee Hour
Scout Sunday
Valentine Potluck
7th Grade Confirmation
8th Grade Confirmation

February 22nd (5:30 pm.)
February 23rd (10:30 am.)
We are asking our members to bring a non-member
friend to church to worship with us for our "Bring a
Friend to Church Day". These can be friends
looking to experience a new church or members of the community. We are
welcoming all to worship. Refreshments to follow services.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office by
Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first thing
Thursday Morning. Thank you.

Happy Birthday this week to Thomas Meyers and Becky Demi.
(If we have missed your birthday in recent weeks, we do not have it in our records. Please help us
update them. Thank you)

BOOKS, GAMES & SCRIPTURES
Today at 11:45 am. Bring a sandwich and a snack to share.

Family Fun Night We need everyone’s help to make this event a big
success. There will be a planning meeting on Mon., Feb., 10th at 7pm for anyone
willing to help co-ordinate this event. Contact Karen Gesalman, 724-837-1439
with any questions. Hope to see you there!

VALENTINE POTLUCK
February 16
Following the 10:30 Service
Bring your Valentine & a dish to share to our Valentine Potluck. Sign
up in the Commons Area.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Do you have a head for numbers? Good Shepherd is in need of a Treasurer.
Do you want to help from home? We have a spot for you. The duty is securing food for
funeral dinners. All the information is provided for you. We just need a friendly voice
on the other end of the line.
Please contact the office if you are interested in any of the above.

.

