
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 
Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 
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A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

February 23, 2020 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

“Transfiguration of Our Lord” 
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “THE MOUNTAINS SHALL SING” D. WOOD 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed and 

beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters.   Amen. 
 

As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the love of Christ 

crucified and risen. 
 

God who searches us and knows us,  

You have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to find our way. We 

have not been just in our dealings with others. We have chosen revenge over mercy. We 

have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you. With what shall we come 

before you? Forgive us our sin, and show us your salvation in the face of Jesus Christ our 

Savior.     Amen 
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Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, 

poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. Receive the promise of baptism: You are 

God’s child; † your sins are forgiven. Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.   

Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN “IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY 

WISE” 

ELW 834 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the 

witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your 

beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ 

of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 24:12-18 
12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will 

give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for 

their instruction.” 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the 

mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you 

again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 

  15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The 

glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the 

seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the 

LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of 

Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the 

mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 2 

 
 

1Why are the nations | in an uproar? 

  Why do the peoples mutter | empty threats? 

 2Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes | plot together, 

  against the LORD and against the | LORD‘s anointed? 
 3“Let us break their | yoke,” they say; 

  “let us cast off their | bonds from us.” 

 4God whose throne is in heav- | en is laughing; 

  the LORD holds them | in derision. R 
 5Then in wrath God | speaks to them, 

  and in rage fills | them with terror. 

 6“As for me, I have anoint- | ed my king 

  upon Zion, my | holy mountain.” 

 



 

 7Let me announce the decree | of the LORD, 

  who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I be- | gotten you. 

 8Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for | your inheritance 

  and the ends of the earth for | your possession. R 
 9You shall crush them with an | iron rod 

  and shatter them like a | piece of pottery.” 

 10And now, you | kings, be wise; 

  be warned, you rulers | of the earth. 
 11Submit to the | LORD with fear, 

  and with trembling | bow in worship; 

 12lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden | blaze of wrath. 

  Happy are all who take ref- | uge in God! R 

 

 

SECOND READING:  2 Peter 1:16-21 
16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power 

and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he 

received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 

Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
18We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy 

mountain. 

  19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 

attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 

star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of 

scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by 

human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 



 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 

 
 
1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high 

mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 

the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses 

and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if 

you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and 

from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; 

listen to him!” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome 

by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And 

when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 

  9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the 

vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 

 

SERMON 

 

 

FAREWELL TO ALLELUIA “FAREWELL ALLELUIA” SENIOR CHOIR 

 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “HOW GOOD LORD TO BE HERE” ELW 315 

 

 

 



 

 

+NICENE CREED  

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 

 

 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, your loving power is at work among us. Rouse and embolden your church, that 

we too might be transfigured, set alight in the world for the sake of the gospel. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Awesome God, you speak and the earth trembles. You display your majesty in the 

mountains and your mystery in the clouds. Grant that we discover your magnificence in all 

of your created world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Ruler of nations, your reign extends across all human borders. Guide world leaders 

(especially) in justice and righteousness, that they may work for equity for all people and 

protect the world that you have made. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Gracious God, you are a refuge for all who are neglected and abused. Bring freedom to 

those who are oppressed and give comfort to those experiencing pain of any kind 

(especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of Moses and Elijah, you made your dwelling place at the top of a mountain with 

Jesus and his disciples. Dwell also in this congregation, that all who enter this community 

might be transformed by your dazzling brilliance. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Everlasting God, you offer eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the witness of 

those who lived and died in the faith (especially Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, whose 

martyrdom in the early church we remember this day). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Confident that you are able to accomplish more than we even dare to ask, we bring these 

prayers before you, believing in your saving grace revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY (8:30) “BE THOU MY VISION” ARR. H. HOPSON 

   

ANTHEM (10:30) “ARISE, SHINE FOR YOUR LIGHT 

HAS COME” 

SENIOR CHOIR 

   

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A God of wonder,    

C you formed us in our mother’s womb, and from mother earth you bring forth 

this bread and wine. We place them on your table, together with our lives and 

all that you have made. Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. We 

wait for your mercy; we long for your peace; we hunger and thirst for Jesus 

Christ, our banquet of life.     Amen. 
 



 

 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table of mercy 

and joy. 
 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

Children may come forward for a blessing.  During communion, we offer wine and grape 

juice, if you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the 

Worship Assistant. 
 



 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 314, 

838, 494. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with the gift of 

salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to your goodness and 

share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 



 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life together, keep you 

united in mind and purpose. And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be with you always.  Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “IN THEE IS GLADNESS” ELW 867 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace Let your light shine. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE “FUGUE IN A MAJOR” F. ZACHAU 

 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

LIVING GIFTS have been designated by: 
 

Ken & Dixie Mowl to Senior Youth in memory of Ruth Gesalman. 

 

Donna Sheridan to Major Repairs in memory of husband, Norm. 

 

Donna Sheridan to Meals on Wheels in memory of Gladys McCabe. 

 
SERVING TODAY:   8:30               10:30        

Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Open Joy Stynchula 

Acolyte Allison DeMatt Nicholas Cuda 

Crucifer XXX Dominic Cuda 

Greeters Open Open 

Ushers Open Roger Sullenberger & 

George Billig 

Altar Guild Jackie Sheleheda Alice Podolinski 

 

Counters  Shelley Cottrill & Gail 

Brown 
 

  

 



 

 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF February 23 – March 1, 2020 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

Monday  OFFICE CLOSED 

  9:00 am. Brownie Cookie Delivery 

 4:00 pm. – 5:00 pm. Brownie Cookie Pick UP 

 6:00 pm.  Brownies 

Tuesday 9:00 am. Brunot – Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

 5:00 – 7:00 pm. Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

Wednesday 9:30 am. Newsletter Folding 

  12:00 pm. Ash Wednesday Service 

 7:00 pm. Ash Wednesday Service 

Thursday 6:00 pm. Dryridge Garden Club 

Friday  9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday 5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday  8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 9:30 am. Fellowship Meeting 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 3:00 pm. Pack 416 Committee Meeting 

 6:00 pm. 7th Grade Confirmation 

 7:00 pm. 8th Grade Confirmation 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 Committee Meeting 

 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register.  

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 

 

 

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, February 24th. If you need assistance, 

please contact Pastor Frank at 724-858-7816. The office will be resume regular 

hours on February 25th. Thank you. 

 
 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office by 

Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first thing 

Thursday Morning. Thank you. 
 

Happy Birthday this week to Carrie Dorko & Emmet Ober. 
(If we have missed your birthday in recent weeks, we do not have it in our records. Please help us 

update them. Thank you) 

 

February 25, 2020 

 
5:00 pm. – 7:00 pm. 

 

 

Sign up in the Commons Area 

 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES - February 26 

Services at 12:00 pm. & 7:00 pm. 

 
 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
 

 

Do you want to help from home? We have a spot for you. The duty is securing food for 

funeral dinners. All the information is provided for you. We just need a friendly voice 

on the other end of the line.  
 

Please contact the office if you are interested. 
 

 

Soup and Sandwich Suppers during Lent 6:00 pm. 
Join us Wednesdays during Lent before the 7:00 pm. Evening Prayer Service. Bring your 

own sandwich and enjoy a bowl of soup on us. Soupmakers and host committees are 

needed. Sign up in the Commons Area. 



 

 

The Lily Project 
 

A group of Lutheran women from Erie started this project and it is now spreading all over 

the country in ELCA churches. The Lily project collects sweat suits and packages them 

according to size and distributes them to hospitals in the area. This is a much needed 

service at our local hospitals, supporting victims of domestic abuse and accidents. When 

these victims go to the ER, their clothing is removed and sealed in a bag and held for 

future evidence. Very often the victims are sent home in hospital gowns and PJ bottoms.  

 

Good Shepherd has been assigned size WOMEN’S SMALL. 

 

Sweat shirts with either snaps or zippers – NO pull overs (Women’s size small) 

Sweat pants with an elastic waist (Women’s size small) 
 

Sweat outfits do not have to match, suggested colors are grey, black or navy. No bright 

colors.   

  

We hope Good Shepherd will be supportive of this project. Monetary Donations are also 

welcome. Please mark “Lily Project” on the envelope.  

 

 
 

A Woman's Lenten Brunch will be held on March 

21st in the Social Room from 10 AM till 

noon. Our guest speaker will be Pastor Irons 

with a special Lenten message for women and 

girls of all ages. Please bring a brunch item to 

share. Juices, tea and coffee will be 

provided. Look for a sign up sheet in the 

commons area. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


