
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 
Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

February 16, 2020 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

“Sixth Sunday after Epiphany” 
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “FANTASIA” J.S. BACH 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed and 

beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters.   Amen. 
 

As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the love of Christ 

crucified and risen. 
 

God who searches us and knows us,  

You have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to find our way. We 

have not been just in our dealings with others. We have chosen revenge over mercy. We 

have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you. With what shall we come 

before you? Forgive us our sin, and show us your salvation in the face of Jesus Christ our 

Savior.     Amen 
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Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, 

poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. Receive the promise of baptism: You are 

God’s child; † your sins are forgiven. Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.   

Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN “IN ALL OUR GRIEF” ELW 615 
 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we accomplish 

nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and 

give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.     Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

 

[Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 

adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding 

you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his 

commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and 

the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your 

heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and 

serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land 

that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness 

against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose 

life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, 

and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live 

in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 

Jacob. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 112:1-9 

 
1Happy are they whose | way is blameless, 

  who follow the teaching | of the LORD! 

 2Happy are they who observe | your decrees 

  and seek you with | all their hearts, 
 3who never do | any wrong, 

  but always walk | in your ways. 



 

 4You laid down | your commandments, 

  that we should | fully keep them. R 

 5Oh, that my ways were made | so direct 

  that I might | keep your statutes! 

 6Then I should not be | put to shame, 

  when I regard all | your commandments. 
 7I will thank you with | a true heart, 

  when I have learned your | righteous judgments. 

 8I will | keep your statutes; 

  do not utter- | ly forsake me. R 

 

 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

 
1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of 

the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready 

for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For as long 

as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving 

according to human inclinations? 4For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I 

belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human? 

  5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as 

the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So 

neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 

growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each 

will receive wages according to the labor of each. 9For we are God’s servants, working 

together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 



 

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:21-37 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 

 
 

 [Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 

‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to 

you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you 

insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you 

will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you 

remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there 

before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and 

offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to 

court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the 

guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until 

you have paid the last penny. 

  27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you 

that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in 

his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for 

you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if 

your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose 

one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 

  31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 

divorce.’ 32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of 

unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman 

commits adultery. 

  33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear 

falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not 

swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his 

footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your 

head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, 

No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

SERMON 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “O GOD OF MERCY, GOD OF LIGHT” ELW 714 

VS. 1, 3 & 5 

 

+NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Shepherding God, you protect and guide us with your word. Lead your church into ever 

closer relationship with you, that we might better know your commands, hold fast to your 

decrees, and live in your law. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of the cosmos, heaven and earth bear witness to the splendor of all you have created. 

Bless the ground, trees, waterways, and skies with abundant life. Restore synergy between 

humankind and the natural world, that we may live in harmony with the world you have 

made. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of peace, you show solidarity with all who suffer. Bring an end to violence, war, 

discrimination, and all other forms of deadly hate, that we may experience your love 

through the power of justice. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of hope, you provide bountifully for all people. Use our lives to alleviate global 

injustice and eliminate poverty, that all benefit from the abundant gifts you pour out for 

your people. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of growth, you nurture this community. Cultivate in us a spirit of service to one 

another, and bless us in the ministry we share (ministries of the congregation may be 

named). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of our ancestors, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob and Leah and Rachel, 

we give you thanks for our forebears in the faith who now rest in your eternal grace and 

love (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Confident that you are able to accomplish more than we even dare to ask, we bring these 

prayers before you, believing in your saving grace revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY (8:30) “DAY BY DAY” R. HUGHES 

   

ANTHEM (10:30) “DAY BY DAY” SENIOR CHOIR 

   

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A God of wonder,    

C you formed us in our mother’s womb, and from mother earth you bring forth 

this bread and wine. We place them on your table, together with our lives and 

all that you have made. Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. We 

wait for your mercy; we long for your peace; we hunger and thirst for Jesus 

Christ, our banquet of life.     Amen. 
 

 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table of mercy 

and joy. 
 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

Children may come forward for a blessing.  During communion, we offer wine and grape 

juice, if you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the 

Worship Assistant. 
 

 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 638, 

614, 479. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with the gift of 

salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to your goodness and 

share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 



 

+ BENEDICTION  

May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life together, keep you 

united in mind and purpose. And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be with you always.  Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “SPREAD, OH, SPREAD ALMIGHTY WORD” ELW 663 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace Let your light shine. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE “SORTIE” G. BLAKE 
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LIVING GIFTS have been designated by: 
 

Val Pollock to the Martha Fund in memory of husband, Bill’s birthday. 
 

Karen Gesalman and Jean Crosby to Worship & Music in memory of Ruth Gesalman. 
 

Donna Jeffrey to the Memorial Fund in memory of Ruth Gesalman. 
 

Howard & Mary Ann McMurtrie to Youth Group in memory of Ruth Gesalman. 

 
SERVING TODAY:   8:30               10:30        

Worship Assistant Open CJ Frederickson 

Lector Open Luciano Jacobson 

Jesse Crosby 

Acolyte Open Shawn Savko  

Crucifer XXX Mark Hafer 

Greeters Open Liam Crosby 

Jonathan Stetchock  

Ushers Open Kevin Samuel & Alex 

Butina 

Altar Guild Jackie Sheleheda Doris Wood 

 

Counters  Chuck Luffy & Harry 

Harbaugh 
 

  



 
 

THANK YOU TO THE SCOUTS OF TROOP 416 FOR SERVING 

AT THE 10:30 SERVICE. 
 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF February 16 - 23, 2020 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 11:45 am. Valentine Potluck 

 6:00 pm. 7th Grade Confirmation 

 7:00 pm. 8th Grade Confirmation 

Monday  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

  9:00 am. Brownie Cookie Delivery 

 4:00 pm. – 5:00 pm. Brownie Cookie Pick UP 

 7:00 pm. Council Meeting 

Tuesday 9:00 am. Brunot – Sanctuary 

 9:00 am. Unity Quilters 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

 5:45 pm. Lions 

 6:00 pm. Bears 

Wednesday 5:30 pm. Webelos 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 6:30 pm. Tigers 

 7:00 pm. Worship & Music Meeting 

Friday  9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

 6:00 pm. Council Social – Applebee’s 

Saturday 9:00 am. – 5:00 pm. King – Social Room 

 5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

  BRING A FRIEND WEEKEND 

Sunday  8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register.  

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 

 
 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office by 

Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first thing 

Thursday Morning. Thank you. 
 

Happy Birthday this week to Joe Cottrill, Marion Bendl, Mycal Jones, John Patrick, 

Kristina King, Bernie Miller, Cliff Fligger & Carrie Dorko. 
(If we have missed your birthday in recent weeks, we do not have it in our records. Please help us 

update them. Thank you) 

 

Annual Meals on Wheels Cookie Bake Off 

Thank you to all the bakers that donated cookies this year. We donated 3,570 

cookies. Fran Ober baked 1,040 and Pat Gatons baked 406. A Special Thank you to 

Jack Gesalman’s 6th – 8th Grade Sunday Club Class for helping pack the cookies. 

February 22nd (5:30 pm.) 

February 23rd (10:30 am.) 
We are asking our members to bring a non-

member friend to church to worship with us for 

our "Bring a Friend to Church Day". These can be 

friends looking to experience a new church or members of the community. We are 

welcoming all to worship. Refreshments to follow services. 

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, February 24th. If you need assistance, 

please contact Pastor Frank at 724-858-7816. The office will be resume regular 

hours on February 25th. Thank you. 

February 25, 2020 

 
5:00 pm. – 7:00 pm. 

 

 

Sign up in the Commons Area 



 
 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

Do you have a head for numbers? Good Shepherd is in need of a Treasurer.  
 

Do you want to help from home? We have a spot for you. The duty is securing food for 

funeral dinners. All the information is provided for you. We just need a friendly voice 

on the other end of the line.  
 

Please contact the office if you are interested in any of the above. 
 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES - February 26 

Services at 12:00 pm. & 7:00 pm. 

 

Soup and Sandwich Suppers during Lent 6:00 pm. 
Join us Wednesdays during Lent before the 7:00 pm. Evening Prayer Service. Bring your 

own sandwich and enjoy a bowl of soup on us. Soupmakers and host committees are 

needed. Sign up in the Commons Area. 

The Lily Project 
A group of Lutheran women from Erie started this project and it is now spreading all over 

the country in ELCA churches. The Lily project collects sweat suits and packages them 

according to size and distributes them to hospitals in the area. This is a much needed 

service at our local hospitals, supporting victims of domestic abuse and accidents. When 

these victims go to the ER, their clothing is removed and sealed in a bag and held for 

future evidence. Very often the victims are sent home in hospital gowns and PJ bottoms.  

 

Good Shepherd has been assigned size WOMEN’S SMALL. 

 

Sweat shirts with either snaps or zippers – NO pull overs (Women’s size small) 

Sweat pants with an elastic waist (Women’s size small) 
 

Sweat outfits do not have to match, suggested colors are grey, black or navy. No bright 

colors.   

  

We hope Good Shepherd will be supportive of this project. Monetary Donations are also 

welcome. Please mark “Lily Project” on the envelope.  

 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


