
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 
Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

January 19, 2020 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

“Second Sunday after Epiphany” 
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “BLESSED STATE OF FAITHFUL SOULS” J.S. BACH 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed and 

beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters.   Amen. 
 

As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the love of Christ 

crucified and risen. 
 

God who searches us and knows us,  

You have shown us what is good, but we have looked to other lights to find our way. We 

have not been just in our dealings with others. We have chosen revenge over mercy. We 

have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you. With what shall we come 

before you? Forgive us our sin, and show us your salvation in the face of Jesus Christ our 

Savior.     Amen 
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Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, 

poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. Receive the promise of baptism: You are 

God’s child; † your sins are forgiven. Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.   

Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN “I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE 

LIGHT” 

ELW 815 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your 

grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.     Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7 
1Listen to me, O coastlands, 

  pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

 The LORD called me before I was born, 

  while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 

 2He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 

  in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

 he made me a polished arrow, 

  in his quiver he hid me away. 

 3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 

  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

 4But I said, “I have labored in vain, 

  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

 yet surely my cause is with the LORD, and my reward with my God.” 

 5And now the LORD says, 

  who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 

 to bring Jacob back to him, 

  and that Israel might be gathered to him, 

 for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, 

  and my God has become my strength— 

 6he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

  to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

  and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

 I will give you as a light to the nations, 

  that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 7Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 

  the slave of rulers, 

 “Kings shall see and stand up, 

  princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 

 because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



 

PSALM: Psalm 40:1-11 

 
1I waited patiently up- | on the LORD, 

  who stooped to me and | heard my cry. 

 2The LORD lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the | miry clay, 

  and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my | footing sure. 
 3The LORD put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise | to our God; 

  many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust | in the LORD. 

 4Happy are they who trust | in the LORD! 

  They do not turn to enemies or to those who | follow lies. R 
 5Great are the wonders you have done, O LORD my God! In your plans for us, none can 

be com- | pared with you! 

  Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! But they are more than | I can count. 

 6Sacrifice and offering you do | not desire; 

  you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you have | not 

required. R 
 7And so I said, “Here I | am; I come. 

  In the scroll of the book it is writ- | ten of me: 

 8‘I love to do your will, | O my God; 

  your law is | deep within me.’ ” 
 9I proclaimed righteousness in the | great assembly; 

  I have not restrained my lips, O | LORD, you know. 

 10I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken of your 

faithfulness and | your deliverance; 

  I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from the | great assembly. 
 11You are the LORD; do not withhold your compas- | sion from me; 

  may your steadfast love and your truth continually | keep me safe. R 
 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 

  2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 

called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:  

  3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 

given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 

knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among  



 

you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: John 1:29-42 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 
29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world!30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man 

who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I 

came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John 

testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I 

myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 

whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 
34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 

  35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched 

Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard 

him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he 

said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated 

means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came 

and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four 

o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was  



 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We 

have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who 

looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which 

is translated Peter). 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

SERMON 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “HERE I AM, LORD” ELW 574 

 

+NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray for the church, the world, and 

all who long to hear God’s voice. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, thank you for the testimony of disciples throughout the generations and for 

opportunities to proclaim your mercy. Reveal your truth and glory to all who ponder your 

word of life. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Creating God, we marvel at the abundance of the world you have made. Give us 

confidence in our calling to be stewards of the earth so that our lives are in fellowship with 

all creation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, we are thankful for all who have marched for justice and advocated for 

peace. Entrust our elected leaders (especially) with strength, wisdom, and a discerning 

spirit, so that both our words and our actions serve you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of hope, thank you for your constant presence as you walk with your children through 

challenges of joblessness, homelessness, grief, and sickness. Gather your community 

around all who need your healing power, that they find strength in you (especially). Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of persistence, we glory in the gifts of our church leaders. Bless and strengthen our 

council members, staff, pastors, worship leaders, and all those who offer their gifts to this 

community, that our work together would serve your mission. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living God, we give thanks for the whole communion of saints, each called in their own 

time to serve you (especially Henry, Bishop of Uppsala). Inspire our lives with their 

testimony. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We place our prayers before you, God, united in your Spirit; through your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY (8:30) “MY PEACE I LEAVE WITH YOU” L. SMITH 

   

ANTHEM (10:30) “A LAMB GOES UNCOMPLAINING 

FORTH” 

SENIOR CHOIR 

   

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A God of wonder,    

C you formed us in our mother’s womb, and from mother earth you bring forth 

this bread and wine. We place them on your table, together with our lives and 

all that you have made. Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. We 

wait for your mercy; we long for your peace; we hunger and thirst for Jesus 

Christ, our banquet of life.     Amen. 
 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table of mercy 

and joy. 
 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

Children may come forward for a blessing.  During communion, we offer wine and grape 

juice, if you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the 

Worship Assistant. 
 



 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 511, 

501, 490. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with the gift of 

salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to your goodness and 

share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 



 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life together, keep you 

united in mind and purpose. And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be with you always.  Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “WE ARE MARCHING IN THE LIGHT OF 

GOD” 

ELW 866 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace Let your light shine. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE “FUGUE IN C MAJOR” G.F. HANDEL 

 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

A LIVING GIFT had been designated by: 

 

Donna Sheridan to the General Fund in memory of parents, Donald & Zelda Bush and 

James & Maude Sheridan. 

 

SERVING TODAY:     8:30          10:30        

Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Open Alice Podolinski 

Acolyte Open Jonathan Askey 

Crucifer XXX Colin Ecker 

Greeters Open Jim & Lisa Hook 

Ushers  Jim Askey & Ken Hill 

Altar Guild Jackie Sheleheda Lisa Hook 

 

Counters  Kathy Wolfe & Mark 

Gesalman 
 

 We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register.  

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 

 



 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF January 19 - 26, 2020 

 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 Following Service ANNUAL MEETING 

 6:00 pm. 7th Grade Confirmation 

 7:00 pm. 8th Grade Confirmation 

Monday  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

  6:00 pm. Brownies 

 7:00 pm. Council Meeting 

Tuesday 9:00 am. Brunot – Sanctuary 

 9:00 am.  Unity Quilters 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

 5:45 pm. Lions 

 6:00 pm. Bears 

Wednesday  7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 11:45 am. RHP Board Meeting 

 7:00 pm. Sr. Choir 

Friday  9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

 5:00 pm. Pinewood Derby Set Up & 

Weigh In 

Saturday 9:00 am. – 1:30 pm. Pinewood Derby 

 5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 

Rev. Peter Asplin, Assistant to the Bishop for Congregational Vitality will preach at 

Good Shepherd on Sunday, January 26th. 
 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring  
The collection of money to support the Westmoreland County Food Bank 
will take place on Super Bowl weekend, February 1st and 2nd, 2020. Please 
plan to bring your contribution for collection by the youth at worship 

services these days. This is part of a program that was organized by a church youth group, and 
spread across the whole country. God bless our youth! 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office by 

Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first thing 

Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

Happy Birthday this week to Leo Porterfield, Karen Mays and Paige Hill. 
(If we have missed your birthday in recent weeks, we do not have it in our records. Please help us 

update them. Thank you) 
 

2020 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up. Please note that your number may be 

different for the 2020 year. We are renumbering in alphabetical order. 

2019 Giving Statements were emailed on January 6, 2020. If you did not receive one via email, 

a paper copy is available in the hallway next to the envelopes until the end of January after which 

they will be mailed. 

LIVING GIFTS – A new sign-up sheet is posted in the hall. Please sign up for those 

dates that may have special meaning to you. 

 

Just a reminder that if you have not paid for your Poinsettia, please turn your payment in to 

the offering plate or the office. The cost was $8.00. Thank you. 

 

9th Annual Soup Sale 
February 1 & 2 

Warm up the winter months with our 9th Annual Soup Sale. Order form is up in the 

Commons area. Proceeds benefit the 2021 Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Thank you in advance for your support. January 26th is the last opportunity to sign up. 

 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Do you have a head for numbers? Good Shepherd is in need of a Treasurer. After many 

years, Shelley Cottrill is stepping down. Please notify the office if you are interested. 

Thank you Shelley. 

 

Do you want to help from home? We have a spot for you. After many many years, 

Donna Ruble is giving up her duties securing food for funeral dinners. All the 

information is provided for you. We just need a friendly voice on the other end of the 

line. Contact the office if you are interested. 

 

The Christian Ed. and Worship & Music Committees are in need of Chairpeople. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

January 19, 2020 

Taize’ Worship in Zion’s at 6:00 PM 

 

Along with the Greater Greensburg Community, we 

invite you to come together to pray a beautiful Taize’ 

Worship Service in this special week of prayer. 

 

The Pastors of Harrold Zion Lutheran, St. Bruno Roman Catholic, St. 

Paul’s Roman Catholic, and Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran Churches 

have committed to intentionally gathering several times each year to 

pray this service together.  It is especially fitting that we should do so 

in this  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

We will also welcome The Rev. Bishop Edward Malesic of 

the Greensburg R.C. Diocese who will join with us. 

*Bishop Kusserow was previously obligated for this evening 

 

 

 

 


