
 

 

 
  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell:  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:30 am. – 11:30 pm., Wed. 9:30 am. – 1:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 
 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

December 22, 2019 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

“Fourth Sunday of Advent” 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service. 

This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “THE JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM” C. FRANCK 

   

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the parent who rouses us from slumber, the 

shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, the deliverer who sets us free.   Amen. 
 

Let us come before the living God in confession. 
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As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, 

 

We open our hearts to you, O God. Search us and know us. Reveal all that we keep 

inside. To you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown. Forgive us, renew 

us. And lead us in your ways of justice and peace. Make us reflections of the radiant 

love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has 

mercy on all. Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the 

river of life. Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation. Go 

forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of the one who is 

coming and is already here, ☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior   Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY” ELW 264 
 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

 

+ LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE   

 

(THE VERSE WILL BE SUNG BEFORE THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE AND 

THEN AGAIN AFTER THE ADVENT PRAYER). 

 

 “LIGHT ONE CANDLE TO WATCH FOR 

MESSIAH” 

ELW 240 vs. 4  

 

Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel, who brought 

your presence among us; and you promise through your Son Jesus to save us from our sin. 

 

As we light these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the word 

spoken by your prophets; restore us and give us life that we may be saved. 

 

O house of David, come, 

Let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us.  Amen. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

+ KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 

from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 

 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 

test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 

mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 

Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 
15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 

good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land 

before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  

 

1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 3Restore | us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 4O LORD| God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? R 
 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 

  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 

 19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. R 

 



 

SECOND READING:  Romans 1:1-7 

 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel 

concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was 

declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 

from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and 

apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his 

name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

  7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 

her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do 

this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 

not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 

the prophet: 

 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 

Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until 

she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 

 

SERMON 

 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “MY SOULD PROCLAIMS THE 

GREATNESS OF THE LORD” 

ELW 251 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 

 

 

 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

Hear your church, O God, as we pray for all who belong to Jesus Christ. Where the church 

is scorned, preserve it; where the church is privileged, grant it humility. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Hear your earth, O God, as we pray for its healing and care. Protect the grapevine and the 

mighty cedar, the mountains and seas and all that is in them. Give life, that all life may call 

on your name. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Hear the nations, O God, as we pray for those who hold power and authority over people 

and lands. Help those who create and uphold good laws and those working to reform what 

is unjust, that the world might better reflect your grace. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Hear those in need, O God, as we pray for all who face uncertainty: refugees and 

immigrants, those who are imprisoned, and those without work, housing, food, or health 

care. Bring good news to all in need of hope. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Hear this community of faith, O God, as we pray for families and friends who gather in 

this season, for travelers and hosts, and for those who will work or serve others this 

Christmas. Let the peace of Emmanuel, God-with-us, shine in every heart. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Hear all who mourn, O God, as we remember the lives of our beloved dead. Encourage the 

living to learn from our ancestors in faith as we follow your call. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day 

and hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY (8:30) “FOREST GREEN” D. WOOD 

ANTHEM (10:30) “AN ADVENT LEGEND” SENIOR CHOIR 
 

 
 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

A Giver of every good thing, 

C we set before you the gifts that you have already given to sustain our lives and 

to share with others. Help us to be good stewards of the earth and all that is in it, and 

let our lives be a testimony to the abundant feast you prepare for all who hunger.   

Amen. 
 

 

 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 

 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

 

 



 

 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. Feast at the banquet of hope and love. 
 

 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if 

you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 265, 

248, 253. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 



 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of abundance, 

We give you thanks that in this holy meal you have invited us to feast with you and one 

another. May the taste of your love remain with us, and may our words and our work in 

your name invite others into your bountiful grace. Send us from your table to proclaim 

your presence, even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior.   Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

May God, who gathers us in love, lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice. May 

God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, lead you in pathways of 

forgiveness and freedom. May God, who fills us with good things, lead you in pathways of 

equity and abundance. The blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and 

remain with you forever.    Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “FROM HEAVEN ABOVE” ELW 268 VS. 1, 

5, 12 ,13 & 14 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE “REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS” P. MANZ 
 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

 

SERVING TODAY:   8:30    10:30         
Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Rich Welsh Joy Stynchula 

Acolyte David Welsh Giovanna Jones 

Crucifer XXX Ty Morrison 

Greeters Open Alice Podolinski 
 

Ushers Open Roger Sullenberger & George Billig 
 

Altar Guild Tammy Welsh Lisa Hook 

Counters  Janet Ambrose & Jenny Luffy 

 

 



 

LIVING GIFTS have been designated by: 

 

John & Sue Strasser to Major Repairs in memory of Barb Craig. 

 

Howard and Mary Ann McMurtrie to the Youth Group in memory of Barb Craig. 

 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF 22 - 29, 2019 
Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

Monday 6:00 pm. Brownies 

 6:30 pm. AOL Den 

Tuesday    Office Closed 

 4:30 pm. Family Service 

 7:30 pm Candlelight Service 

 10:00 pm. Candlelight Service 

Wednesday     Merry Christmas 

   Office Closed 

Thursday   Office Closed 

Friday 9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday 5:30 pm. Lessons & Carols 

Sunday   NO Sunday Club 

 10:30 am. Lessons & Carols 

 1:00 pm. Jr./Sr. Youth Christmas Party 

 

To Chat-n-Sew and W/ELCA, and all others that sent cards and 

prayers to me recently when my sister Carol passed away. It was nice to 

know everyone cared so much, and I give my heartfelt thanks to all of 

you. 

Isabelle Bruggeman 

 
THANK YOU to all who took an Angel from the tree this year. Don’t worry if you 

missed your chance, the apples for the Backpack Lunch program will be out 

beginning January 2nd. 

 
THANK YOU to all decorated the Mitten Tree. There were 152 items collected and 

donated to the Salvation Army. There will a breakdown in the next newsletter. 

Thanks Jack Gesalman. 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office by 

Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first thing 

Thursday Morning. Thank you. 
 

Happy Birthday this week to Don McIlwain, Timothy Adamson, Brian Gesalman & 

Jackie Sheleheda. 
(If we have missed your birthday in recent weeks, we do not have it in our records. Please help us 

update them. Thank you) 
 

 

 

Council Openings 
There are Five (5) openings on council this year. Four (3) year terms and One (1) year term. 

Candidates must be communing and contributing members of the congregation. Why not take a 

more active role in the Congregation. These are very important positions to fill. The requirements 

include attending a monthly meeting and being a representative for a committee at the council 

meetings. If you are interested in running, please contact Pastor Frank, a Council member listed on 

the inside front cover of the newsletter or the church office. 

 

Service Help – Christmas Eve & Lessons and Carols 
Help is still needed. If you are attending a service, please consider serving in some way. Thank 

you. 

 
The church office will be closed December 24th – January 1st. The office will reopen on January 

2nd. 

 

Every three years the Churchwide Assembly meets and mandated changes to the constitution 

result. If you would like to see the changes, copies are available in the office. The changes will also 

be on the Annual Meeting agenda. 

 

2020 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up. Please note that your number may be 

different for the 2020 year. We are renumbering in alphabetical order. 

2019 Giving Statements will be emailed as soon as they are available after the first of the year. If 

the church does not have your email address, please provide it to the office. If an email address is not 

available to us, paper copies will be on the table in the commons area until the end of January after 

which they will be mailed. 

LIVING GIFTS – A new sign-up sheet is posted in the hall. Please sign up for those dates that 

may have special meaning to you. Please note: When signing up for a Living Gift, please make 

sure that you make the check out to Good Shepherd. The treasurer will then send a check to the 

designated recipient. Good Shepherd is unable to deposit checks made out to other institutions and 

if the check does not go through the treasurer it is hard to keep track of for giving statements 

 



 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Do you have a head for numbers? Good Shepherd is in need of a Treasurer. After 

many years, Shelley Cottrill is stepping down. Please notify the office if you are 

interested. Thank you Shelley. 

 

Do you want to help from home? We have a spot for you. After many many years, 

Donna Ruble is giving up her duties securing food for funeral dinners. All the 

information is provided for you. We just need a friendly voice on the other end of 

the line. Contact the office if you are interested. 
 

WELCA will celebrate Epiphany with our annual Tea being 

held at Donna Sheridan's home from 2 to 4 Sunday 

afternoon, January 5th. Please bring a savory or a sweet to 

share and your favorite tea cup (or mug). Various teas will be 

available. We will learn how some of our holiday 

traditions originated and enjoy a Christmas Trivia game. Look for a sign up sheet 

in the commons area. Directions to Donna's home will be posted there as well. 

This is always a special time and new faces are always welcome.   

 

January 11, 2019 

Watch your bulletins for specific details! 
 

 

JANUARY 19, 2020 - Following the 10:30 am. Service. 

Packets will be available for pick up in January. 

 
 


