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The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell:  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:30 am. – 11:30 pm., Wed. 9:30 am. – 1:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 
 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

December 15, 2019 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

“Third Sunday of Advent” 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service. 

This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING” ORGAN & PIANO 

   

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the parent who rouses us from slumber, the 

shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, the deliverer who sets us free.   Amen. 
 

Let us come before the living God in confession. 

 

As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, 
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We open our hearts to you, O God. Search us and know us. Reveal all that we keep 

inside. To you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown. Forgive us, renew 

us. And lead us in your ways of justice and peace. Make us reflections of the radiant 

love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has 

mercy on all. Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the 

river of life. Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation. Go 

forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of the one who is 

coming and is already here, ☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior   Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING” ELW 272 
 

ANTHEM “WERE YOU THERE ON THE 

CHRISTMAS NIGHT?” 

SR. CHOIR & 

SR. BELLS 
 

 

HYMN “AWAY IN A MANGER” ELW 277 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+ LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE   

 

(THE VERSE WILL BE SUNG BEFORE THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE AND 

THEN AGAIN AFTER THE ADVENT PRAYER). 

 

 “LIGHT ONE CANDLE TO WATCH FOR 

MESSIAH” 

ELW 240 vs. 3  

 

Blessed are you, God of might and majesty, for you promise to make the desert rejoice and 

blossom, to watch over the strangers, and to set the prisoners free. 

 

As we light these candles, satisfy our hunger with your good gifts, open our eyes to the 

great things you have done for us, and fill us with patience until the coming of the Lord 

Jesus. 

 

O ransomed people of the Lord, come, 

Let us travel on God’s holy way and enter into Zion with singing.  Amen. 

 
 



 

 

ANTHEM “THE JOYFUL NOISE” SR. CHOIR 

 

HYMN “ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF 

GLORY” 

ELW 275 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, 

that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

ANTHEM “JESUS, JESUS REST YOUR HEAD” SR. CHOIR 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 

  and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

  the majesty of our God. 

 3Strengthen the weak hands, 

  and make firm the feeble knees. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 



 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 8A highway shall be there, 

  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

 the unclean shall not travel on it, 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 9No lion shall be there, 

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10  
 

 
 

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 

  whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 

  who keeps promis- | es forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 

  The LORD sets the | captive free. 

 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed 

down; 

  the LORD| loves the righteous. R 
 9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 

 10The LORD shall | reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R 

 



 

 

 “THE FIRST NOEL” TRUMPET & 

FRENCH HORN 

 

SECOND READING:  James 5:7-10 

 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 

rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the 

Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  “ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH” TRUMPET & 

FRENCH HORN 

 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 
3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus 

answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the 

lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 

good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 

out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out 

to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 

palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written,  

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 

Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 
 

 

ANTHEM “WALKIN’ DOWN THE ROAD TO 

BETHLEHEM” 

SR. CHOIR 

 

HYMN  “IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR” ELW 282 

VS. 1 & 4 

 

ANTHEM “HE IS BORN” SR. CHOIR 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY    

   
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

A Giver of every good thing, 

 

C we set before you the gifts that you have already given to sustain our lives and 

to share with others. Help us to be good stewards of the earth and all that is in it, and 

let our lives be a testimony to the abundant feast you prepare for all who hunger.   

Amen. 

 

 

ANTHEM “MEDITATION ON AN OLD FRENCH 

CAROL” 

SR. BELLS 

 

 

 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, we rejoice that your promises take on flesh in Jesus. Grant patience to your 

church awaiting the fulfillment of your reign of justice and peace. Restore in us the hope 

that we are called to proclaim to the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Life-giving God, we rejoice that you coax flowers from the desert and water from the 

wilderness. Send rain to parched fields and sun to flooded plains. Nurture all that lies 

sleeping under frozen ground. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Almighty God, we rejoice in your authority as Prince of peace. Deliver us from those who 

wield power through unjust and oppressive ways. Raise up prophets to speak your truth in 

this and every nation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Gracious God, we rejoice that you dwell in human bodies. Renew signs of your joyful 

presence in people of all shapes, sizes, ages, and abilities. (We pray especially for . . .) 

Empower all to embrace their callings and the gifts of your Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Generous God, we rejoice that you create us to praise you. Strengthen the voices and hands 

of all who prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth with music, dancing, and proclamation, in 

worship and in the community. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal God, we rejoice that all who die in Christ are raised to new life. We thank you for 

the lives of those who have prepared the way for us and have now joined the great cloud of 

witnesses (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day 

and hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 



 

HYMN “INFANT HOLY, HINFANT LOWLY” ELW 276 

 

ANTHEM “O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL” SR. CHOIR 
 

 

HYMN “GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN” ELW 290 

 

ANTHEM “GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN” SR. CHOIR 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

May God, who gathers us in love, lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice. May 

God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, lead you in pathways of 

forgiveness and freedom. May God, who fills us with good things, lead you in pathways of 

equity and abundance. The blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and 

remain with you forever.    Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “JOY TO THE WORLD” ELW 267 
 

 “HALLELUJAH CHORUS” SR. CHOIR & 

CONGREGATION 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  
 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 



 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR – Nancy Flinner  

ORGANIST – Jean Brunot 

PIANIST & TRUMPETER – Greg Bittner 

FRENCH HORN – Julianna Paluch 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

SOPRANOS   ALTOS  TENORS  BASSES 
 

Alice Podolinski  Julianna Paluch Jim Monnich  Mark Gesalman 

Kristy Alderson  Dorothy Stewart Jim Stewart  Greg Bittner 

Karen E. Gesalman  Ellen Monnich     Fritz Demi 

Debbie Sullenberger  Doris Wood     

Janet Ambrose   Mary Ann McMurtrie 

Joyce Coates  

SENIOR BELLS 
 

Alice Podolinski  Tami Stewart  Brian Tychinski Bill Stewart 

Barbara Tychinski  Megan Yauger  Andrew King  Rachel King 

Andrew Paluch  Juliana Paluch  Chris Loughran Kathy Wolfe 

 

Shelley Cottrill 

 



  

 

SERVING TODAY:     10:30         
 

Worship Assistant Open 

Lector Chuck Luffy 

Acolyte Colin Ecker 

Crucifer XXX 

Greeters Open 
 

Ushers Chuck Luffy & Andrew King 
 

Altar Guild Open 

Counters Janet Ambrose & Jenny Luffy 

 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF December 15 - 22, 2019 
Sunday 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 10:30 am. Christmas Concert 

 1:00 pm. Jr./Sr. Youth Christmas Party 

 @ 2:15 pm. Christmas Caroling 

Monday 6:00 pm. Brownies 

 7:00 pm. Council Meeting 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 9:00 am. Unity Quilters 

 10:00 am. Chat-n-Sew 

 5:45 pm. Lions 

 6:00 pm. Bears 

Wednesday  Rocking Horse Parties 

 5:30 pm.  Webelos 

  7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday  Rocking Horse Parties 

  6:30 pm. Tigers 

 7:00 pm. Senior Choir 

Friday 9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

 6:00 pm. Piano Recital 

Saturday  . Texas Roadhouse Roll Pick Up 

  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday  Texas Roadhouse Roll Pick Up 

 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

  9:30 am. Sunday Club 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 
 

Happy Birthday this week to Judy Swigart. 
 

(If we have missed your birthday in recent weeks, we do not have it in our records. Please help us 

update them. Thank you) 
 

 

 

Council Openings 
There are Five (5) openings on council this year. Four (3) year terms and One (1) year 

term. Candidates must be communing and contributing members of the congregation. Why 

not take a more active role in the congregation. These are very important positions to fill. 

The requirements include attending a monthly meeting and being a representative for a 

committee at the council meetings. If you are interested in running, please contact Pastor 

Frank, a Council member listed on the inside front cover of the newsletter or the church 

office. 

 

MITTEN TREE – Today is the last day for donations. 

 

The sign-up sheet for poinsettias is posted in the commons area. They are $8.00 this 

year. Today is the last day to sign up. 

 

December 15th Christmas Party & Caroling 1:00pm 

The Congregation is invited to join the youth on 

today to go caroling. Estimated departure time is 2:15 pm. This 

is INDOOR Caroling. 

 

Service Help – Christmas Eve & Lessons and Carols 
This is a very busy time of the year for everyone, however, if you are attending a Christmas Eve 
service we are in need assistance. We also need readers for Lessons and Carols. Please call Jenny 
(724)834-1940, sign up on the bulletin board or leave a note on the desk. Thank You. 
 
 
 



 

 
Gifts are due today! 

 
2020 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up. Please note that your number may be 

different for the 2020 year. We are renumbering in alphabetical order. 

2019 Giving Statements will be emailed as soon as they are available after the first of the 

year. If the church does not have your email address, please provide it to the office. If an 

email address is not available to us, paper copies will be on the table in the commons area 

until the end of January after which they will be mailed. 

LIVING GIFTS – A new sign-up sheet is posted in the hall. Please sign up for those dates 

that may have special meaning to you. Please note: When signing up for a Living Gift, please make 

sure that you make the check out to Good Shepherd. The treasurer will then send a check to the 

designated recipient. Good Shepherd is unable to deposit checks made out to other institutions and 

if the check does not go through the treasurer it is hard to keep track of for giving statements 

 

 

 



 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Do you have a head for numbers? Good Shepherd is in need of a Treasurer. After 

many years, Shelley Cottrill is stepping down. Please notify the office if you are 

interested. Thank you Shelley. 

 

Do you want to help from home? We have a spot for you. After many many years, 

Donna Ruble is giving up her duties securing food for funeral dinners. All the 

information is provided for you. We just need a friendly voice on the other end of 

the line. Contact the office if you are interested. 
 

WELCA will celebrate Epiphany with our annual Tea being 

held at Donna Sheridan's home from 2 to 4 Sunday 

afternoon, January 5th. Please bring a savory or a sweet to 

share and your favorite tea cup (or mug). Various teas will be 

available. We will learn how some of our holiday 

traditions originated and enjoy a Christmas Trivia game. Look for a sign up sheet 

in the commons area. Directions to Donna's home will be posted there as well. 

This is always a special time and new faces are always welcome.   

 

January 11, 2019 

Watch your bulletins for specific details! 
 

 

JANUARY 19, 2020 - Following the 10:30 am. Service. 

Packets will be available for pick up in January. 

 


