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 For detailed calendar activities please see the monthly calendar 

included in your newsletter and individual committee articles. 
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‘The Pastor’s Pen’ 
 

‘Stories’ 
This month we will all hear stories of the coming baby who changed 
the world. The prophet’s words, “For a child has been born for us.” 
(Isaiah 9:6) are seared into the Christmas memories of the faithful, 
rising up from the depths of our being and, despite their familiarity, 
never losing their power to command attention. The hope, the 
longing, the trust, and the proof of God’s love continue to endure.   
Just think for a moment about what you faced this past year. What 
joys and sorrows came your way? What disappointments and 
successes did you experience? What did you lose this year? What did 
you gain? No matter how you respond to these questions, the 
Christmas story is for you. Because every baby that comes as a chance 
to begin again, especially the baby in our sacred text...The Christ child 
is your chance and my chance to believe again in the future. It is our 
chance to believe in our future together as the people of this planet 
earth. But in order to take advantage of this wonderful story, we will 
have to do something. We will have to put down whatever else we are 
carrying in our arms in order to receive the Christ child. 
 
Too often we carry things that need laid down—old grudges and 
wounds, regret and guilt, anger, and fear. But we cannot carry those 
things and the Christ child too. What burden taxes your spirit and uses 
your energy? What baggage have you hauled around with you for way 
too long? Whatever it is, use this season to lay it down and let it go. 
Because, when you’ve put it down you will find your arms will be free, 
free to pick up the Son of God, free to let him come close to you, free 
to let him surprise you with hope and strength, forgiveness and 
healing, trust and joy. The Christmas story endures. At its center is a 
baby, a baby in whom all the potential for new beginnings has been 
fully realized for our sake. And for that baby, let’s set aside old 
quarrels, let’s let our hearts be strangely warmed, and let’s explore 
the possibility of faith. The baby is our chance to begin again... 
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I would like to share this Christmas prayer with you... 
 
We thank you, our great and loving God, for the gift of yourself in your 
Son Jesus. Let our Christmas celebration instill more deeply your 
message of love and reconciliation into our hearts. What a glorious gift 
you have given. Coming to a people who misunderstood your true self, 
you gave hope and light to overcome their darkness of spirit.  May we 
not view this story as a tale of the past, but open our hearts that the 
Christ child might be born in us this very night… 
 
In our celebrations, we pray for those who have circumstances 
depriving them of Christmas joy; the hungry who must think 
constantly of finding food for their body, the unemployed who are 
denied the opportunity to give in this season of giving, the lonely who 
sense their aloneness more in this season than at any other time, and 
the grieving who feel the depth of loss as they remember past 
Christmases shared with others. As we sing the familiar carols, open 
our minds to hear your message of love. Hear our songs of celebration 
for the gift of your light to the world and the gift of your love to us.  
Christmas is only the beginning of the celebration of your love for us, 
O God, so infuse us with your love that it may radiate from each of us.  
Help us to show our love to one another through a caring smile, a 
good deed, a hand to hold, a warm embrace. In these ways, the love 
we celebrate this season may be with us throughout the year. Hear 
our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, the Holy Child of Bethlehem.   
 
Peace, 
Pastor Frank 
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‘BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE’ 
 

Blue? Yes blue as in the blues. As in, “I’m feeling blue.” Not everyone 

is up and cheery for the Christmas holidays. Dealing with the death of a 

loved one, facing separation or divorce, coping with a loss of a job, 

living with cancer, or struggling with depression puts a question mark 

over the future and can make parties and holiday celebrations painful 

for many people in our congregation and communities. There is a 

growing attentiveness to the needs of people who are blue at 

Christmas... 
 

This December, the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church will be offering a 

sacred space for people living through dark times. A worship 

opportunity such as this is reflective, accepts people where they are, 

and holds out healing and hope. Some churches hold a service of 

worship on the longest night of the year, which falls on or about 

December 21st, the Winter Solstice. Because there are many events 

during the holiday season, we will be having a ‘Blue Christmas 

Service’ a bit earlier in the month. Our ‘Blue Christmas Service’ will 

be held at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church at our Saturday evening 

worship on Saturday, December 14th at 5:30pm.  
 

While I do invite you to join us for worship through the season of 

Advent and for Christmas and Lessons and Carols to the extent that you 

are able, I especially invite you to join us for this opportunity of a quiet 

contemplative service as a way to care for those who are sad or 

struggling while those around them are celebrating. A service like this 

provides an opportunity for people to not only hear about the baby 

Jesus in the Manger, but about the God of love who comes to us in the 

midst of the mess and pain we know in our own everyday lives and the 

lives of those around us. This worship opportunity is being extended to 

all the church communities in our area and welcome people from our 

local community. You are very welcome to invite family members or 

friends that you believe this service will benefit this holiday season.   
 

A time of fellowship and refreshments is planned following this ‘Blue 

Christmas Service.’ There will be a sheet in the lobby area of the 

church for you to indicate your attendance and the attendance of your 

guests. You can also call Jenny, our Office manager at (724) 834-1940 

and let her know of your interest. 
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Those of us feeling a little blue at this time of year can feel edged out 

and forgotten as everyone else seems caught up in the mad frenzy of 

their own preparations and celebrations. I sincerely hope that you will 

find hope in knowing that you are not alone, and that you will find this 

a safe place to be this holiday season.   
 

In the Hope and Love of Jesus, 

Peace, Pastor Frank Podolinski  

 

 
 

COUNCIL NEWS  
 

NOVEMBER MEETING DETAILS  
 

DEVOTIONS:  Ken Hill 

MINUTES:  October Meeting Minutes were accepted as amended 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer’s report was accepted as presented 
 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  October 

 

LETTER OF RESIGNATION:  Vice President 

A motion was presented by Greg Bittner and 2nd Lillian Shea to accept the 

resignation of Jack Gesalman as Vice President of the Church and all other 

positions associated with it which includes Executive Committee, 

Endowment Committee Chair, Family Support Committee Chair, and 

Youth Coordinator support team member, and constitution committee 

when a replacement is selected, all in favor, none opposed; Motion carried 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

WORSHIP AND MUSIC:   
 Blue Christmas Service Update 

◦ Saturday - Dec 14 at 5:30 

 Chairperson, Altar Guild Leader, New Members 

 Jim S is moving to Arizona 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:  

 Need Chairperson 
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YOUTH:  

 Trunk or treat was huge success 

 9 kids for Veteran’s day program 

 Jr youth has 1 outside meeting and 2 inside 

 Dec 15 Christmas party and caroling 

 VBS fun shop has been approved 

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  

 Mitten Tree – Salvation Army 

◦ Going up 11/29 

 Christmas Gift Program – West Point Elementary 

◦ A list along with selected gifts will be available 

EVANGELISM:   

 Programs of Outreach 

◦ New home sales 

◦ Visitor Bags 

◦ inactive members from pledge cards 

 Connecting with Pitt Gbg 

STEWARDSHIP:  

 Results of Pledge Campaign 

◦ 60 giving units pledged 

◦ 34 giving units pledged last year but not this year 

▪ Cards mailed out to them 

 22 increased pledge, 5 decreased, 25 stayed the same, 8 new 

pledgers 

 Online Giving Opportunity 

 Follow Up With Ryan Ebner for Estate Gift Program 

◦ after Easter would be the best time 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE:  

 34 people at All American potluck 

 Pumpkin carving approx 12 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: 2020 Wish Budget 

 Approx $220,000 - tentative budget by December Meeting 

PROPERTY:   

 scout cleanup last weekend 

 sign is 80% complete 

 emergency light outside of office is being replaced 

 new extension cords 

MUTUAL MINISTRY: Need Members   

ROCKING HORSE PRESCHOOL:  

 Kathy resigned from RHP board 

 motion detectors being installed by doors 
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MISSION:  

 met with representatives of Millvale mission youth camp, clergy 

meeting on Dec 4 to look at starting similar program in 

Westmoreland county 

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  

 New Sheets given at Committee Chair Meeting – available to 

committees in the office. 

 Monitor – Unable to do 24 hour loop 

LONG RANGE INITATIVE:  

 Expiring in December unless council chooses to renew 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 Candidates needed for Council 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Constitution Changes 

◦ Received from synod 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 Advent Decorating on Friday, November 29th at 9:00 am. 

 December/January Newsletter Deadline is November 18 

 Committee Chair Meeting – December 4 at 7:00 pm.   

A motion was made pastor Frank and 2nd by Lillian that a 

special collection will take place during the Blue Christmas 

service and 50% to Stephens Ministry and 50% to the Martha 

Committee, all in favor, none opposed; motion carried 
 

NEXT MEETING is December 16, 2019 
 

Congregation & Committee News  
 

PROPERTY  
The Property Committee would like to THANK the 

many who have helped throughout the year. A special 

thank you to those who have gone above and beyond…Rob Lipko, 

Paul Seanor, Dakoda Perry, Jack & Mina Rutter & Charles Luffy. 

 

Many of you may have noticed the sign at the corner of Fairfield & 

Westland is under construction. Alex Ryan is refurbishing the sign 

for his Eagle Scout project. The landscaping changes made so far 

look great. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

Submitted by Debbie Sullenberger 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

 

Sunday, December 8th 

Join the Sunday Club kids in the 

sanctuary following the advent dinner for 

a short program 
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 The Heart of the Community Bible Study has 

ended. I would like to thank everyone who has 

joined us the past few months for some great 

discussion and fellowship. I truly enjoyed 

running these and hope to do another one in the 

future. 

-Rachel King 

Confirmation    
 

Class dates are as follows: 
 

6th Grade Pre-Confirmation – Saturdays 11:00 am. 
December 14   January 4 

  

7th Grade Confirmation – 6:00 pm. 

8th Grade Confirmation – 7:00 pm.  
December 1   January 5 

December 22   January 19 

 
 

 

  
 

SENIOR YOUTH 
 

December 15th Christmas Party & 

Caroling 1:00pm 

 

January Lunch or Dinner & Movie Time & Date 

TBD Keep an eye on Sr. Youth Board in hallway for 

more info. 
 

Texas Roadhouse Rolls & Gift Cards 

Will be available to pick up December 21-22nd after services. 

Thank you for your support! 
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ALL ABOARD  
 

We are excited to announce Good Shepherd was chosen 

again to host our 2nd VBS Fun Shop in April 2020!  

 

**Mark your calendars Vacation Bible School will take place 

June 8-12th 2020. If you are interested in helping 

PLEASE contact Rachel King by email 

ShepherdYouth@aol.com or phone 724-454-6476**  

 

Be on the lookout! Soup Sale order 

sheet will be posted in the Commons 

Area in early January. 

Soup orders as always will be available 

to pick up Souper Bowl weekend 

February 1 & 2nd 2020  
All proceeds benefit those going on the Youth Gathering in 2021 

 

W/E.L.C.A. 
 
WELCA will celebrate Epiphany with our 
annual Tea being held at Donna 
Sheridan's home from 2 to 4 Sunday 
afternoon, January 5th. Please bring a 

savory or a sweet to share and your favorite tea cup (or 
mug). Various teas will be available. We will learn how some of 
our holiday traditions originated and enjoy a Christmas Trivia 
game. Look for a sign up sheet in the commons area. Directions 
to Donna's home will be posted there as well. This is always a 
special time and new faces are always welcome.   
 

mailto:ShepherdYouth@aol.com


11 | P a g e  

 

Our church is once again collecting aluminum tabs from 

pop, beer, vegetable, fruit, pet food and other cans. The 

Women of the ELCA have agreed to accept the Thrivent 

Member Network–Ohio Valley Region challenge. They 

have partnered with Ronald McDonald House Charities 

for Thrivent’s Giving Tuesday initiative. Churches and 

organizations throughout our region are asked to help 

reach a goal of collecting 10 million pop tabs by participating in our 

2nd Annual Pop Tab Challenge. The proceeds from this collection 

will be given to Ronald McDonald House in Pittsburgh. They house 

children in need of medical care along with their families. This drive 

ends before Thanksgiving but we will continue to collect tabs for 

next year 😊. Contact Karen Gesalman with any questions. 

 

SAVE THE DATE – May 1st-2nd 2020 for the Women of the 

ELCA Convention in Greensburg 

 

EVANGELISM 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
 

The turkey lost his feathers in no time at all, and our Thanksgiving 

baskets were soon full of ingredients for a delicious holiday dinner to 

give to several Good Shepherd families. Thanks to Jenny for this fun 

and efficient way to line up the basket donations, and thanks to all of 

you who contributed food and gift cards to say Happy Thanksgiving to 

our neighbors. 
 

MITTEN TREE 
 

The Mitten Tree is set up in the Commons Area during 

December for decoration with winter hats, scarves, 

gloves and mittens, which will be donated. The 

deadline for donations is December 15, 2019. 

 

 
This year Good Shepherd will partner with West Point Elementary to 

provide gifts to the children involved in the Backpack Lunch Program. 

The Angels are on the tree in the Commons Area. Please have your 

wrapped items back to the church by December 15th. Please include 

assigned number on all gifts. Thank you. 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring  
Looking ahead, the collection of money to support 
the Westmoreland County Food Bank will take place 
on Super Bowl weekend, February 1st and 2nd, 2020. 
Please plan to bring your contribution for collection 

by the youth at worship services these days. This is part of a program that 
was organized by a church youth group, and spread across the whole 
country. God bless our youth! 
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2020 Pledge Cards 
If you have not already filled out a 2020 Pledge Card, please fill one out 

today. They are available on the table in the Commons Area. Simply 

complete it and place it in the offering plate or give it to Jenny.  

 

2020 Offering Envelopes will be available for pick up after December 

16th. Please note that your number may be different for the 2020 year. 

We are renumbering in alphabetical order. 

 

2019 Giving Statements will be emailed as soon as they are available 

after the first of the year. If the church does not have your email address, 

please provide it to the office. If an email address is not available to us, 

paper copies will be on the table in the commons area until the end of 

January after which they will be mailed. 

 

Council Openings 
 

There are Four (4) openings on council this year. Four (3) year 

terms. Candidates must be communing and contributing members of 

the congregation. Why not take a more active role in the 

congregation. These are very important positions to fill. The 

requirements include attending a monthly meeting and being a 

representative for a committee at the council meetings. If you are 

interested in running, please contact Pastor Frank, a Council member 

listed on the inside front cover of the newsletter or the church office. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

DECEMBER 15th   

at the 10:30 Service 

 

There is only one Sunday Service (10:30) on 
December 15th & December 29th.  

Saturday services will remain the same. 
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Fellowship Update 

 

Fellowship Committee meets the 1st Sunday of the month.  

The next meeting is December 1st at 9:30 am. 
 

  

Because there are so many activities in December, we won’t be doing 
anything until January. 

 

Join us for TRIVIA NIGHT on January 11th and many other activities 
in the New Year. 

 

Anyone who is interested in being on the committee is welcome. If you have 
a suggestion for any activity, please call, 
 

Fran Ober  724-837-6794 
Bonnie Altman  724-331-6621 

 

Coffee Hour has resumed. Please sign up to sponsor a Sunday. 

 
The Congregation is invited to join the youth 

on December 15th to go caroling. Time and 

Sign Up Sheet will be posted  
 

 

The sign-up sheet for poinsettias is posted 

in the commons area. 
 
 

JANUARY 19, 2020 - Following the 

10:30 am. Service. 
Packets will be available for pick up in 

January. 

 

LIVING GIFTS – A new sign-up sheet is posted in the hall. 

Please sign up for those dates that may have special meaning to you.  

 
Please note: When signing up for a Living Gift, please make sure that you make 

the check out to Good Shepherd. The treasurer will then send a check to the 

designated recipient. Good Shepherd is unable to deposit checks made out to 

other institutions and if the check does not go through the treasurer it is hard to 

keep track of for giving statements 
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CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE 
 4:30 7:30 10:00 

Acolyte 
Crucifer 

Kayden Askey 
Kaleb Askey 

 Jonathan 
Askey 

Altar Guild    
Janet Ambrose 

Janet Ambrose 
  

Worship 
Assistant 

    

Lector Kristy Alderson   

Greeters/ 
Presenters 

Harry & Linda 
Harbaugh 

 Fran Ober 

Ushers    
 

Service Help – Christmas Eve 
This is a very busy time of the year for everyone, however, if you are 

attending a Christmas Eve service we are in need assistance. We also 

need readers for Lessons and Carols. Please call Jenny (724)834-1940, 

sign up on the bulletin board or leave a note on the desk. Thank You. 

 

News & Announcements  
 

*The office will be closed December 24 – January 1. The office will 

reopen on January 2nd. 
 

*As the winter weather approaches, Tune in to WPXI for Closings 

and Delays. 
  

*To include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church 

office by 12:00 pm. Wednesdays. 
 

*If you sign up for a Living gift, don’t forget to turn the slip in that 

indicates where you would like your gift designated. 
 

The deadline for the February Newsletter is January 20th and 

folding will be Wednesday, January 29th at 9:30 am.  
 

  HAPPY 

Harry & Linda Harbaugh 

John & Sue Strasser 
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PRAYER LIST - Our thoughts and prayers are with the following:  

     

Robin Atwell  John Sarp  Roger Sullenberger  Lynda Gesalman 

Jim Bartolomucci   

     

Jeff Guhl  Lisa Appleby Marilyn DePalma  Janice Roberts  
Jack Laird Pam Hedman  Andy   Eric Altman 

Carly  Ray Glesk Barbara DePalma  Todd DiOrio 

Eddie Moyes Lily  Connie Altman  JT Simmons 

Josephine Sadler Maddox Duran Allison Henderson  Nancy Quist 

Kai  Jennifer Howells Tom Taylor  Tucker Smith 

Sue Denne Tom Stewart Friends of the Welsh’s 

Cara Jo Gourley Dora Neighley Mary Swantner (Kim Jones Mom) 

      

Those in care facilities: 
Close to Home, Bolivar: Vanita Permar  

Westmoreland Manor:  Ruth Gesalman, Carolyn Mariani, Helen Johnson 

Redstone Highlands: Bernie Fisher (Murrysville), Charlotte Hein, Joan Rappold  

New Haven Court: Mildred Cramer, Norma Menoher, Becky Demi, Eleanor Besser, Carole 

Bridges, Jane Croushore 

Stone Brook Manor: Eleanor Elliott 

Brookdale: Bill & Shirley Knackstedt 
 

 

Those in the Service   

NATIONAL GUARD  Spencer Goehrig     

IRAQ:    Paul Harrold, Tyler Beranek 

NAVY:    Michael Shupe, Cameron Lipko 

ITALY:    Derek Leach 

ARMY RESERVES:  Ryan Ilich 

FORT LEWIS:   Lindsey Patrick 

 

We pray for the safety of all military personnel and their families and give  

thanks to God for their service to our nation. 

 

 

Friends and relatives of the Good Shepherd family: 

Jerry Ferraro – friend battling cancer – requested by Lynne Lipko 

Debbi Brown – Cancer – requested by Bonnie Altman 

Riley Balcita – Childhood Leukemia – Requested by Rich Welsh 

Sandy Fontana – Cancer – Requested by Darlene Frederickson 

Jill Coates -- sister-in-law of Joyce Coates 

Andy Evans – Friend of Wright Family 

 

We welcome names for the Good Shepherd prayer list. Names 

will appear on the list for one month unless we are contacted to 

keep them longer. Thank you. 
 

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of: 
 

Barb Craig 


