
 

 

 
  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell:  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:30 am. – 11:30 pm., Wed. 9:30 am. – 1:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 
 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

December 1, 2019 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

“First Sunday of Advent” 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service. 

This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS” M. BURKHARDT 

   

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the parent who rouses us from slumber, the 

shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, the deliverer who sets us free.   Amen. 
 

Let us come before the living God in confession. 
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As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, 

 

We open our hearts to you, O God. Search us and know us. Reveal all that we keep 

inside. To you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown. Forgive us, renew 

us. And lead us in your ways of justice and peace. Make us reflections of the radiant 

love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has 

mercy on all. Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the 

river of life. Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation. Go 

forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of the one who is 

coming and is already here, ☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior   Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME” ELW 263 
 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+ LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE   

 

(THE VERSE WILL BE SUNG BEFORE THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE AND 

THEN AGAIN AFTER THE ADVENT PRAYER). 

 

 “LIGHT ONE CANDLE TO WATCH FOR 

MESSIAH” 

ELW 240 vs. 1  

 

Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons into implements of 

planting and harvesting and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our night of 

sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is dawning. 

 

As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, 

empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace. 

 

O house of Jacob, come, 

Let us walk in the light of the Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

+ KYRIE 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 2In days to come 

  the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 

 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob; 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 4He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the LORD! 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 122  

 

1I was glad when they | said to me, 

  “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.” 

 2Now our | feet are standing 

  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 



 

 

 3Jerusalem is built | as a city 

  that is at unity | with itself; 

 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD, 

  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. R 
 5For there are the | thrones of judgment, 

  the thrones of the | house of David. 

 6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 

  “May they pros- | per who love you. 
 7Peace be with- | in your walls 

  and quietness with- | in your towers. 

 8For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 

  I pray for | your prosperity. 
 9Because of the house of the | LORD our God, 

  I will seek to | do you good.” R 

 

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 13:11-14 

 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far 

gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 



 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they 

knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of 

the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 
41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep 

awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand 

this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 

would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you 

also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 

SERMON 

 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS” ELW 254 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 

 

 

 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, the church cries to you. Strengthen 

the church in the land of Jesus’ birth. Wherever Christians gather, empower them to 

proclaim love and defy the powers of sin and evil. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, your creation cries to you. Sustain 

the balance of all living things. Protect the earth from drought, bitter cold, eroding 

coastlines, and fires and floods, that the earth may flourish. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, the nations cry to you. Bring justice 

to the marginalized, courage to peacemakers, wisdom to leaders, and hope to generations 

who have only known conflict, oppression, or poverty. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, your people cry to you. Comfort 

those separated from loved ones by distance, estrangement, or loss. Help us as we care for 

others and rely on others’ care. (We pray especially for . . .). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, this congregation (or place of 

ministry) cries to you. Guide our worship, service, and outreach, that our hearts and hands 

may be opened in generosity toward others. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, we remember those whose days on 

earth have ended, who live now in your eternal love (especially). Remind us of their 

faithful witness, that their example might inspire our daily living. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day 

and hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY (8:30) “THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM 

HEAVEN CAME” 

P. MANZ 

ANTHEM  “THE KING SHALL COME WHEN 

MORNING DAWNS 

SENIOR CHOIR 

 

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

A Giver of every good thing, 

C we set before you the gifts that you have already given to sustain our lives and 

to share with others. Help us to be good stewards of the earth and all that is in it, and 

let our lives be a testimony to the abundant feast you prepare for all who hunger.   

Amen. 
 

 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 

 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

 

 



 

 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. Feast at the banquet of hope and love. 
 

 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if 

you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 436, 

242, 438. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 



 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of abundance, 

We give you thanks that in this holy meal you have invited us to feast with you and one 

another. May the taste of your love remain with us, and may our words and our work in 

your name invite others into your bountiful grace. Send us from your table to proclaim 

your presence, even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior.   Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

May God, who gathers us in love, lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice. May 

God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, lead you in pathways of 

forgiveness and freedom. May God, who fills us with good things, lead you in pathways of 

equity and abundance. The blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and 

remain with you forever.    Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “REJOICE, REJOICE BELIEVERS” ELW 244 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE “SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME” P. MANZ 
 

Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

 

SERVING TODAY:   8:30    10:30         
 

Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Open Kathy Wolfe 

Acolyte Cody Barnard Giovanna Jones 

Crucifer XXX Open 

Greeters Open Fran Ober 
 

Ushers Open Rob & Josh Lipko 
 

Altar Guild Jackie Sheleheda Janet Ambrose 

Counters  Jenny Luffy &  

 

 



 

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 

 

John and Sue Strasser to the Long Range Initiative in honor of their 50h Wedding 

Anniversary on December 6th. 

 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF December 1 - 8, 2019 
 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 9:30 am. Fellowship Meeting 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 3:00 pm. Pack 416 Committee Meeting 

 6:00 pm. 7th Grade Confirmation 

 7:00 pm. 8th Grade Confirmation 

Monday 9:30 am. New Neighbors 

 6:00 pm. Brownies 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. Chat-n-Sew 

 10:00 am. Unity Quilters 

 6:00 pm. Bears 

Wednesday 3:00 pm. Clergy Mission Meeting 

  5:30 pm. Webelos 

 7:00 pm. Committee Chair Meeting 

  7:00 pm. Troop 416 

 7:00 pm. Senior Bells 

Thursday 6:00 pm. Pack 416 Meeting 

 7:00 pm. Christmas Choir 

 7:30 pm. Senior Choir 

Friday 9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday  8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 5:00 pm.  Advent Dinner & Play 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 Committee Meeting 

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

DECEMBER 15th  

at the 10:30 Service 

(There is no 8:30 service this day) 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 
 

Happy Birthday this week to Owen DeMatt, Barbara Henderson and Patti Benton. 
(If we have missed your birthday in recent weeks, we do not have it in our records. Please help us 

update them. Thank you) 
 

 

 

Council Openings 
There are Four (4) openings on council this year. Four (3) year terms. Candidates 

must be communing and contributing members of the congregation. Why not take a 

more active role in the congregation. These are very important positions to fill. The 

requirements include attending a monthly meeting and being a representative for a 

committee at the council meetings. If you are interested in running, please contact 

Pastor Frank, a Council member listed on the inside front cover of the newsletter or 

the church office. 

MITTEN TREE 

The Mitten Tree will be set up in the Commons Area during December for decoration with 
winter hats, scarves, gloves and mittens, which will be donated. The deadline for 
donations is December 15, 2019. 

 
The sign-up sheet for poinsettias is posted in the commons area. 

 

December 8, 2019 

5:00 pm. 

Sign up in the Commons Area. 

 

December 15th Christmas Party & Caroling 1:00pm 

The Congregation is invited to join the youth on December 16th to 

go caroling. Time and Sign Up Sheet will be posted. This is INDOOR Caroling. 
 

Service Help – Christmas Eve 
This is a very busy time of the year for everyone, however, if you are attending a Christmas Eve 
service we are in need assistance. We also need readers for Lessons and Carols. Please call Jenny 
(724)834-1940, sign up on the bulletin board or leave a note on the desk. Thank You. 

 



 

 

 
This year Good Shepherd will partner with West Point Elementary to provide 

gifts to the children involved in the Backpack Lunch Program. The Angels are 

on the tree in the Commons Area. Please have your wrapped items back to the 

church by December 15th. Please include assigned number on all gifts. Thank 

you. 
 
 


