
 

 

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell:  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:30 am. – 11:30 am., Wed. 9:30 am. – 1:30 pm. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 
 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

October 6, 2019 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 
“Time after Pentecost” 

 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service. 

This time is designed for personal meditation. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE” ARR. H. HOPSON 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the strength of our ancestors, the host of this meal, 

the builder of the city that is to come.  Amen. 
 

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. Let us confess our sin to the one 

who is faithful. 
 

God our helper, 

we confess the many ways we have failed to live as your disciples. We have not 

finished what we began. We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. We have 

been captivated by our possessions. Lift our burdens, gracious God. Refresh our  
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hearts and forgive our sin. Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.     Amen. 
 

There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put your trust in these promises:   

God will never leave you or forsake you. You who were lost have been found. For the sake 

of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Rejoice with the angels at this good news.   

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “GOD IS HERE ” ELW 526 
 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 
 



 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 

strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our 

neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Amen. 

 

 



 

 

FIRST READING: Habkkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

 
1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 

 

 2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 

  and you will not listen? 

 Or cry to you “Violence!” 

  and you will not save? 

 3Why do you make me see wrongdoing 

  and look at trouble? 

 Destruction and violence are before me; 

  strife and contention arise. 

 4So the law becomes slack 

  and justice never prevails. 

 The wicked surround the righteous— 

  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

 

 2:1I will stand at my watchpost, 

  and station myself on the rampart; 

 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 

  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 

 2Then the LORD answered me and said: 

 Write the vision; 

  make it plain on tablets, 

  so that a runner may read it. 

 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 

  it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 

 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 

  it will surely come, it will not delay. 

 4Look at the proud! 

  Their spirit is not right in them, 

  but the righteous live by their faith. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PSALM: Psalm 37:1-9  

 
1Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 

  do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 

 2For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 

  and like the green grass | fade away. 
 3Put your trust in the LORD| and do good; 

  dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 

 4Take delight | in the LORD, 

  who shall give you your | heart’s desire. R 
 5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD, 

  and see what | God will do. 

 6The LORD will make your vindication as clear | as the light 

  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 
 7Be still before the LORD and wait | patiently. 

  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil schemes. 

 8Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 

  do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. 
 9For evildoers shall | be cut off, 

  but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- | sess the land. R 

 

SECOND READING:  2 Timothy 1:1-14 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that 

is in Christ Jesus, 

  2To Timothy, my beloved child:  

  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—

when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I long 

to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that 

lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 

you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the 

laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of 

power and of love and of self-discipline. 

  8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but 

join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved us and 

called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose 

and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has  

 



 

now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death 

and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was 

appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I 

am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is 

able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard of sound 

teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard 

the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 

 
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith the 

size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the 

sea,’ and it would obey you. 

  7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 

tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8Would 

you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I 

eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was 

commanded? 10So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We 

are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 
 

 



 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

SERMON 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “MY GOD, HOW WONDERFUL THOU 

ART” 

ELW 863 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, we 

offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Increase the faith of your church. Give us courage when we are reticent in sharing your 

love. Renew in us your holy calling, according to your own purpose and grace. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Tend the garden of your creation that teems with all kinds of life. Restore us as caretakers 

of animals and plants, mindful of the generations to come. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Destruction and violence are ever before us, and strife and contention rise up in many 

nations. Draw to yourself all the people of the world, emboldening them to strive for 

peaceful and just solutions to conflict. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You promise life and wholeness to those who wait patiently for you, and you hear those 

who cry out to you for help. Heal the sick, bind up the brokenhearted, and attend to all in 

need of your care (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Rekindle your gift of love in this community. Bind together in Christ the weak and the 

strong, those with little faith and those with much. Help us to respond to one another with 

Christlike compassion. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember with gratitude the faithful who have guided the next generations. Gather us 

and all your holy ones (especially William Tyndale) into the eternal, risen life in Christ. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your loving hands. We offer 

these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY (8:30) “OUR FATHER WHO ART IN 

HEAVEN” 

J. KRIEGER 

   

ANTHEM (10:30)  “NOW THANK WE ALL OUR 

GOD” 

SENIOR CHOIR 

 

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A God our provider, 

C we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it. Accept the 

gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the offering 

of our lives. Nourish us now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 



 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ's body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come, take your place at the feast. 
 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if 

you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

 

 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 556, 

759, 796. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 



 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of Blessing, 

At this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, our 

hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to 

the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.     Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

Almighty God ☩ bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and forever.     Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “GOD OF GRACE & GOD OF GLORY” ELW 705 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE “GOD OF GRACE & GOD OF GLORY” ARR. H. HOPSON 
 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register  

located outside of the office. If you are looking for a church home, we invite 

 you to consider the Good Shepherd family. 
 

 

SERVING TODAY:  

     8:30           10:30  
Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Open Alice Podolinski 

Acolyte Open Addison Hoone 

Crucifer XXX Mackenzie Halfhill 

Greeters Open Denny & Carol Clawson 

 

Ushers Open Brian & Jackie Gesalman 

 

Altar Guild Jackie Sheleheda Janet Ambrose 

 

Counters  Bill Benton & Jack Gesalman 



 

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 

 

Bonnie Altman to Pastor’s Discretionary Fund in memory of husband, Gerry and the 

anniversary of his passing. 

 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF October 6 - 13, 2019 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club  

 9:30 am. Fellowship Meeting 

  10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 1:30 pm. CROP Walk 

 3:00 pm. Pack 416 Committee Meeting 

 5:30 pm. Pet Blessing 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 Committee Meeting 

Monday 6:00 pm. Brownies 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

 12:30 pm. Parkinson’s Support Group 

 6:30 pm. Bears 2 

 7:00 pm. Books, Games & Scriptures 

 7:00 pm. Meals on Wheels Board 

Wednesday 7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Friday  Pepperoni Roll Delivery 

   9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday   Pepperoni Roll Pick Up 

 12:00 pm. Chili Cook Off 

  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday  Pepperoni Roll Pick Up 

  8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

  10:30 am. Holy Communion 

  Junior Youth Group 

 6:00 pm. 6th Grade Confirmation 

 6:00 pm. Bible Study 

 7:00 pm. 8th Grade Confirmation 
 
 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Happy Birthday this week to Ron Sheleheda, Karen Gesalman, Josh Lipko, Fran 

Ober, Dorothy Stewart, Jean Brunot & Dave Loughran. 
 

CROP HUNGER WALK 
This year's Greensburg area CROP Hunger Walk is scheduled for Sunday October 6th at 

2:00 pm along the Five Star Trail, starting and ending at Lynch Field. Walkers and 

sponsors are needed to raise funds for Church World Service hunger program and 

Westmoreland County Food Bank. Donate at the table in the Commons Area. 
 

BOOKS, GAMES & SCRIPTURES (BGS) 
  

BGS will meet Tuesday night, October 8th, at 7 PM. Join us for a fun filled evening of 

inspiration, mind boggling games and great refreshments. Looking for a different ladies 

night out? Try us. 
 

FOOD DRIVE AND HARVEST HOME 
The congregation's annual community food collection will be conducted on Saturday 

October 19th, in order to provide nonperishable food to the Westmoreland County Food 

Bank for distribution to food pantries around Westmoreland County. This also helps to re-

stock the Good Shepherd Food Pantry. Volunteers are needed to distribute flyers over the 

weekend of October 12/13, or the next couple of days. Teams of drivers and runners are 

needed to go door to door in the community to collect the donations, and other volunteers 

are needed to inspect the donations for expiration dates and pack them in boxes for pick-up 

by the Westmoreland County Food Bank. Our congregation will then engage in our annual 

Harvest Home celebration at worship services on October 20 and 21, giving thanks to God 

for the bounty that God provides to nourish and sustain us, and that allows us to share with 

our brothers and sisters in Christ. We show this thanks by bringing non-perishable items to 

services and placing them on the table in the Sanctuary. 
 

WEEKEND BACKPACK LUNCH PROGRAM 
Good Shepherd Church is joining with several other churches and church schools to 

provide weekend lunches for children who currently receive free school lunches at West 

Point Elementary School, but have insufficient means to assure meals over the weekends. 

We have volunteered to collect items in sufficient quantities to fill forty (40) grocery bags 

to take to the West Point Elementary School. 

1. Take an Apple (or two). 

2. Purchase the item(s) on the Apple 

3. Return the item(s) and apple to the Church Office by October 13th. 

4. Know that you have helped a child! 

 

 



 

 

Do you have a family member or anyone that you know serving in the 

military? 
Once again, Thrivent is supporting our troops with Christmas packages. Please have 

any names and addresses of any recipients to Debbie Morris or the church office by 

November 15th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
FIRST WE GIVE OF OURSELVES 

‘GIVING IN GRACE’ 
[We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted to the churches 

of Macedonia; for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have 

overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to 

their means, and even beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry 

to the saints—and this, not merely as we expected; they gave of themselves first to the Lord and, by the will 

of God, to us, so that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he should also 

complete this generous undertaking among you. Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 

knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous 

undertaking. 2nd Corinthians 8:1-7] 

 

Over the course of this week, we will consider what it means as ‘we give of ourselves.’  

The Apostle Paul writes of this spiritual aspect of our giving in 2nd Corinthians 8:1-7. Here, 

Paul speaks of the Macedonian Christians who in the midst of their own financial trials, 

shared a grace-filled offering for people who were suffering in Jerusalem. As Paul speaks 

of the Macedonians and their giving, he uses descriptive phrases such as, ‘the grace of 

God”, “abundant joy”, “wealth of generosity”, and others. But our theme verse appears in 

the 5th verse of this passage when Paul says this of the Macedonians and their giving: ‘and 

this, not merely as we expected, they gave themselves first to the Lord...” Giving of 

oneself is set out by Paul as the spiritual understanding of grace-filled giving. Our giving is 

more than what is in our purse or wallet at any given moment. Giving in grace is a life-

filled response to God’s grace in Christ, giving of oneself in response to God’s rich and 

abundant gift of grace. *Where have you seen or experienced God’s grace this past week? 

*What ways have you ‘given yourself in grace this past week? 

 

 

 
 


