
 

 

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell:  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:30 am. – 11:30 am., Wed. 9:30 am. – 1:30 pm. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 
 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

October 20, 2019 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 
“Time after Pentecost” 

 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service. 

This time is designed for personal meditation. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS” R. KOURY 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the strength of our ancestors, the host of this meal, 

the builder of the city that is to come.  Amen. 
 

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. Let us confess our sin to the one 

who is faithful. 
 

God our helper, 

we confess the many ways we have failed to live as your disciples. We have not 

finished what we began. We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. We have 

been captivated by our possessions. Lift our burdens, gracious God. Refresh our  
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hearts and forgive our sin. Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.     Amen. 
 

There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put your trust in these promises:   

God will never leave you or forsake you. You who were lost have been found. For the sake 

of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Rejoice with the angels at this good news.   

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “LORD, YOU GIVE THE GREAT 

COMMISSION ” 

ELW 579 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 
 



 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. 

Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all 

this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 



 

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31 

 
22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 

children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the 

stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled 

with him until daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 

struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 
26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, 

unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 
28Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven 

with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me 

your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 
30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my 

life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 121  

 
 

 1I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 

  from where is my | help to come? 

 2My help comes | from the LORD, 

  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
 3The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 

 4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 

  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; R 
 5the LORD watches | over you; 

  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 

 6the sun will not strike | you by day, 

  nor the | moon by night. 
 7The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 

  and will | keep your life. 

 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 

  from this time forth for- | evermore. R 

 



 

SECOND READING:  2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
 

14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from 

whom you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that 

are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired 

by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, 17so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for 

every good work. 

 4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and 

in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; be 

persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, 

with the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up 

with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers 

to suit their own desires, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to 

myths. 5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry 

out your ministry fully. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He 

said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for 

people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me 

justice against my opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though 

I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering 

me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 
6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice 

to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I 

tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will 

he find faith on earth?” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “O GOD OUR HELP IN AGES PAST” ELW 632 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again;he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, we 

offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful partner, you will not leave us without a blessing. Wrestle with your church and 

renew it for the sake of the world. Preserve our life in you, so that we faithfully name you 

before the world. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Grant us joy in these autumn days. As the daylight shortens and summer’s green 

abundance decays, scatter the seeds that will bring forth new life in the spring. Keep watch 

over your whole creation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Mercifully extend your ancient promises to all people. Keep and defend the nations from 

all evil, and be their shade and protection. Held in your steadfast love, guide the human 

family in ways of mercy and justice. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Our help comes from you, maker of heaven and earth. Hear the cries of those who suffer in 

body, mind, or spirit (especially), and help us not to lose heart, so that your healing love 

prevails in our lives. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Speak through us in our encounters with Holy Scripture. Hearten and strengthen ministers 

of faith formation, so that all who belong to you may be capable and equipped for good 

works in your name. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We thank you for your grace made manifest in the saints who have gone before us 

(especially). Living in hope, bring us all to the joyful feast that has no end. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your loving hands. We offer 

these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY (8:30) “YES, MY JESUS LOVES ME” M. McDONALD 

   

ANTHEM (10:30) “YES, MY JESUS LOVES ME” SENIOR CHOIR 

 

 
 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A God our provider, 

C we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it. Accept the 

gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the offering 

of our lives. Nourish us now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 



 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ's body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come, take your place at the feast. 
 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if 

you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

 

 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 614, 

742, 595. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 



 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of Blessing, 

At this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, our 

hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to 

the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.     Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

Almighty God ☩ bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and forever.     Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “TAKE MY LIFE, THAT I MAY BE” ELW 685 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE “ALL GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH” F. ZACHAU 
 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register  

located outside of the office. If you are looking for a church home, we invite 

 you to consider the Good Shepherd family. 
 

 

SERVING TODAY:  

     8:30           10:30  
Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Open Andrea Cuda 

Acolyte Allison DeMatt Kayden Askey 

Crucifer XXX Kaleb Askey 

Greeters Open Jim & Lisa Hook 

 

Ushers Open Roger Sullenberger & George Billig 

 

Altar Guild Jackie Sheleheda Lisa Hook 

 

Counters  Shelley Cottrill & Gail Brown 



 

LIVING GIFTS have been designated by: 

 

Marion Bendl to Meals on Wheels in loving memory of husband, Dick Bendl and brother, 

Dick Jones. 

 

Matt & Kristy Alderson to the Junior Youth Group in honor of their 12th Anniversary. 

 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF October 20 - 27, 2019 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club  

  10:30 am. Holy Communion 

Monday  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

  6:00 pm. Brownies 

 7:00 pm. Council Meeting 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

 6:00 pm. Bears 2 

Wednesday  7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 11:45 am. RHP Board Meeting 

  6:00 pm. Dryridge Garden Club 

Friday   9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

 6:00 pm. Jr. Youth 

 6:30 pm. Pumpkin Carving 

Sunday  8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

  10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 2:00 pm. – 4:00 pm. Trunk or Treat 

 6:00 pm. 7th Grade Confirmation 

 6:00 pm. Bible Study 

 7:00 pm. 8th Grade Confirmation  
 
 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Happy Birthday this week to Susan Plummer, George Smith and Pat Gatons. 

 

Jane Croushore will be celebrating her 90th birthday on October 31st. If you would 

like to send Jane a card, her address is: New Haven Court, 100 Freedom Way, 

Greensburg, PA  15601. 

 

“The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad” Psalm 126:3 

HARVEST HOME 

It is our annual Harvest Home celebration. Giving thanks to God for the bounty that God 

provides to nourish and sustain us, and that allows us to share with our brothers and sisters 

in Christ. Please place your non-perishable items on the table in the Sanctuary. 

 

Do you have a family member or anyone that you know serving in the 

military? 
Once again, Thrivent is supporting our troops with Christmas packages. Please have 

any names and addresses of any recipients to Debbie Morris or the church office by 

November 15th.  

 
If you would like someone who has passed away in the last year remembered 

during All Saints Weekend, please write the name on the list in the Commons 

Area. There are names already included on the list; if the name you would like 

to honor is not on the list, please add it. Thank you. 

 
We would like to include pictures of the Veterans here at Good 

Shepherd on the monitor for the Veteran’s Day service. If you did 

not submit one the last two years, please drop them off in the 

office or email them to shepherd501@yahoo.com. Please mark 

them clearly so they can be returned to you. If you have any new 

names for the Veteran’s List please sign them up on the sheet in the Commons area. 

Please join us for the 10:30 service on Sunday, November 10th and the All American 

Potluck following service. Thank you. 

 



 
 

Christmas Choir rehearsals will begin on  

Thursday, October 24th at 7:00 pm. 

There will not be rehearsal on Thursday, October 31st. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FIRST WE GIVE OF OURSELVES 

‘GIVING IN GRACE’ 

 
Next Sunday, we have the joy of gathering for our “First We Give Of Ourselves: Giving in 

Grace” Celebration of Ministry and Commitment Sunday. We will come together; giving thanks to 

God for the many ways that our family at Good Shepherd touches lives with the love of Jesus 

Christ. What a joy it is to celebrate Reformation Sunday at Good Shepherd and all we do in the 

name of Christ. We will have the opportunity to make our commitment of how we can share the 

gift of the financial resources God has given us for ministry in the year 2020. 

 

Prayerfully Consider Growing 
Please use this next week as a time of prayer as you consider how God has blessed you and what 

you can share in joy and delight for God gift’s and rich grace in Christ. As a guide in your giving, 

please consider the tithe (Sharing a tenth of your family income) or growing by 10% or more over 

what you are presently giving as a financial gift to our ministry at Good Shepherd. Also consider 

that we need an increase in your financial commitment in order to include in our budget for next 

year the salaries of our youth and membership coordinators. This was the wish of the majority of 

the congregation, so if you want this to happen, Good Shepherd needs your increased giving.  

 

Thanks be to God for the gift of grace in Christ and the opportunity of giving in grace as an 

expression of joy and thanksgiving for all God’s blessings! See you next week for a great 

celebration of Reformation at Good Shepherd and an opportunity to commit to our growth in 2020.  
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