
 

 

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell:  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:30 am. – 1:30 pm., Tues. 6:30 pm. – 8:30 pm.  

Wed. 9:30 am. – 11:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 
 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

September 9, 2018 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 
“Time after Pentecost” 

 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service. 

This time is designed for personal meditation. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “ARIA DA CHIESA” G. MUFFAT 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the strength of our ancestors, the host of this meal, 

the builder o the city that is to come.  Amen. 
 

If we have died with Christ, we will also line with Christ. Let us confess our sin to the one 

who is faithful. 
 

God our helper, 

we confess the many ways we have failed to live as your disciples. We have not 

finished what we began. We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. We have 

been captivated by our possessions. Lift our burdens, gracious God. Refresh our  
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hearts and forgive our sin. Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.     Amen. 
 

There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put your trust in these promises:   

God will never leave you or forsake you. You who were lost have been found. For the sake 

of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Rejoice with the angels at this good news.   

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “LIFT HIGH THE CROSS” ELW 660 
 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 



 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, 

begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your 

mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the 

LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 

ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless 

you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do 

not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you 

today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the 

Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I 

have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your 

descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; 

for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD 

swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 1  

 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 

 2Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R 
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves 

that | do not wither; 

  everything they | do shall prosper. 

 4It is not so | with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 

 6For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R 
 

 



 

SECOND READING:  Philemon 1-21 

 
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  

  To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our 

fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 

  3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your 

love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your 

faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I 

have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of 

the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 

  8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 
9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, 

and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, 

whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, 

but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own 

heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in 

your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without 

your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 
15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have 

him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—

especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

  17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he 

has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, 

am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even 

your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my 

heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will 

do even more than I say. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 



 

GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 
26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers 

and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the 

cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, 

does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 
29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will 

begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or 

what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider 

whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty 

thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and 

asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do 

not give up all your possessions.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “JESUS CALLS US; O’ER THE TUMULT” ELW 696 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the 

world, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Turn our hearts, O God. Make us attentive to your call to take up the cross-shaped way of 

life, and to share your good news with a world in need. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Turn our hearts toward life in all its infinite varieties. We pray especially for all vanishing 

and endangered creatures who struggle to find a home in this world. Open our eyes to the 

value of our interconnected relationships within your natural world. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Turn our hearts toward all who yearn for calm and fairness. Where there is violence and 

conflict, grant peace. Where there is disparity, grant justice. Where there is hatred and fear, 

grant compassion and empathy. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Turn our hearts toward all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We pray for those in 

bondage to sin, addiction, poverty, physical slavery or human trafficking, and those 

incarcerated or detained. For those in any need we pray (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Turn our hearts toward the ministries of our congregations that feed the hungry, share with 

the needy, advocate for the silenced, and work for your justice. Embolden our hearts to 

labor without fear. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Turn our hearts toward your eternal reign. We give thanks for our sisters and brothers who 

have died, trusting the promise of life forever with you. Marked by the cross of Christ, 

inspire us by their examples to live in faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY (8:30) “TAKE UP YOUR CROSS, THE 

SAVIOR SAID” 

W. HAUSER 

   

ANTHEM (10:30)   SENIOR CHOIR 

 

 
 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A God our provider, 

C we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it. Accept the 

gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the offering 

of our lives. Nourish us now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 



 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ's body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come, take your place at the feast. 
 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if 

you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

 

 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 818, 

722, 685. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 



 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

God of Blessing, 

At this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, our 

hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to 

the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.     Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

 

Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

Almighty God ☩ bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and forever.     Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS” ELW 803 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  “FINALE IN C MINOR” S. SAXTON 
 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

 

 

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 

 

Mother, Barb Henderson, sister, Jodi and family & son, Ryan and family to the 2018 

Deficit in loving memory of Alan Henderson and his birthday, September 9th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SERVING TODAY:  

     8:30           10:30  
Worship Assistant Open Jim Stewart 

Lector Open Mark Gesalman 

Acolyte Cody Barnard Addison Hoone 

Crucifer XXX Mackenzie Halfhill 

Greeters Open Bob Davidson 

 

Ushers Open Brian & Jackie Gesalman 

 

Altar Guild Jackie Sheleheda Lisa Hook 

 

Counters  Jack Gesalman & Jenny Luffy 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF September 8 - 15, 2019 

Today is “Meals on Wheels Cookie” Sunday 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club Kick Off 

 9:30 am. Choir Rehearsal 

  10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 3:00 pm. Pack 416 Committee Meeting 

 6:00 pm. Bible Study 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 Committee Meeting 

Monday  6:00 pm. W/ELCA Fall Covered Dish 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

 12:30 pm. Parkinson’s Support Group 

 6:30 pm. Bears 2 

 7:00 pm. Meals on Wheels 

Wednesday 6:00 pm. Long Range Survey Meeting 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 7:00 pm. Senior Choir 

Friday  9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club 

  10:30 am. Holy Communion 

  Junior Youth 
 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

Annual Fall  
 

Our traditional Fall Covered Dish Dinner will be held on Monday, September 9th, at 6 pm. 

Guest speaker will be Kelly Perry, from our local Thrivent office, talking on The 

Difficulties of Being a Mary in Today's Martha World. This is certainly an interesting topic 

and we hope you are able to fit this evening into your busy schedules. For those who have 

heard Kelly speak before, you know she is an outstanding presenter. Again, a sign up sheet 

will be up in late August for this event. 

 
Family Fun Night Golf Game:  Thrivent representatives Kirk and Kelly Perry have 

decided that without a truck, it is too difficult to haul their golf game to and from our event 

and have decided to donate it to us (Thank you Kirk & Kelly!). Problem is, in order for it 

to be used again next year we NEED SOMEONE’S HELP. It is rather heavy and large 

and we have no room in our current shed to store it. We are wondering if someone who is 

strong and has a truck or trailer able to move it and willing to store it could do so. It is in 3 

pieces each measuring approximately 4ft x 8ft x 8 inches plus a few odd boards. Please 

contact Karen Gesalman at 724-837-1439 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sign up in the hallway. 



 


