
  
The Evangelical L  utheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:00 am. – 1:30 pm., Tues. 6:30 pm. – 8:30 pm.  

Wed. 9:30 am. – 11:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

September 1, 2019 – 10:30 am. 

“Time after Pentecost” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. If you are 

looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good Shepherd family. 

 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service. 

This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “IN FAITH I QUIET WAIT” J.S. BACH 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever.   Amen. 
 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism and 

confess our sin. 
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God of mercy, 

 

We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and against the 

earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted by many things, and we 

fail to love you above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from 

our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, forgiving 

us ☩ all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For freedom Christ has set us free; 

Rejoice in this good news!     Amen. 

 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “GATHER US IN” ELW 532 
 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 
 

 

 



 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us 

the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 
     

 

FIRST READING: Proverbs 25:6-7 

 
6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 

  or stand in the place of the great; 

 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 

  than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



 

PSALM: Psalm 112 

 

 
 
1Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD 

  and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 

 2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 

  the generation of the upright | will be blessed. R 
 3Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 

  and their righteousness will | last forever. 

 4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 

  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 
 5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 

  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 

 6For they will nev- | er be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. R 
 7They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD. 

 8Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 
 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever; 

   they will hold up their | head with honor. 

 10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine away; 

  the desires of the wick- | ed will perish. R 

 

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

 
1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 

that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, 

as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you 

yourselves were being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage 

bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free 

from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never 

leave you or forsake you.” 6So we can say with confidence,  

 “The Lord is my helper; 

  I will not be afraid. 

 



 

 

 What can anyone do to me?” 

  7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the 

outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 

today and forever. 15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, 

that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what 

you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a 

meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

  7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 
8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of 

honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and 

the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ 

and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, 

go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you,  

 



 

‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the 

table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 

themselves will be exalted.” 

  12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, 

do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they 

may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite 

the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they 

cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “OH, PRAISE THE GRACIOUS 

POWER” 

ELW 719 

 

 

+ APOSTLES CREED  

 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the 

world, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of peace, we pray for the leaders, teachers, and preachers who fearlessly share your 

word and who reveal you through humble sacrifice. Uphold and sustain all who seek to 

live in a way that is pleasing to you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of generosity, we pray for crops growing ripe in the fields and fruit becoming ready to 

harvest. Grant safety to workers who will gather this bounty, and bless the yield to come. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of power, we pray for humility, kindness, and generosity to be instilled in the leaders 

of all nations. Inspire them to become models of servanthood, and to work for worldwide 

peace and prosperity. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of love, we pray for all those who are forgotten or pushed aside; for those who are 

suffering from poverty, neglect, physical or emotional trauma; and those who are homeless 

or are without a homeland (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of grace, we pray for students of all ages and disciplines, teachers and professors, 

teaching assistants and aids, substitute teachers, and administrators. Provide safety in travel 

and in the classroom, so that a spirit of learning is fostered for all. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of mercy, we remember those you love who now rest from their labors. Grant all your 

beloved saints a place at your eternal banquet table. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING “LOOK DOWN ON US” F. MENDELSSOHN 
 

 OFFERTORY 

 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Blessed are you, O God, 

C for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are given to share, and 

for this bread and wine. Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this 

food and drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 

 
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 



 

 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God invites you to this table of bounty. Come, the banquet is ready. 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

During the distribution the congregation and choir shall join in singing Lamb of God 

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 522, 

462. 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 

words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you 

with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; 

through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  
Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; and the 

blessing of the holy Trinity,  one God, be upon you and remain with your forever.   Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION” ELW 796 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE “HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION” L. SMITH 
 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



 

LIVING GIFTS have been designated by: 

 

Bonnie Altman to Pastor’s Discretionary Fund in memory of husband, Gerry and their 

anniversary. 

 

George Socher & Rebecca Gardner to Good Shepherd in honor of Marsha Williams. 

 

Ken & Dixie Mowl to Long Range Initiative in memory of Audrey Troutman. 

 

 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

SERVING TODAY:  
              10:30  

Worship Assistant Open 

Lector Janet Ambrose 

Acolyte Kaleb Askey 

Greeters Open 

 

Ushers Ken Hill 

 

Altar Guild Janet Ambrose 

 

Counters Jim Stewart & Chuck Luffy 

  

TWO SERVICES RESUME ON SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 8th. (8:30 am. & 10:30 am.) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF September 1 - 8, 2019 

Sunday 9:30 am. Fellowship Meeting 

  10:30 am. Holy Communion 

Monday  OFFICE CLOSED Happy Labor Day! 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 9:00 am. RHP 3yr. First Day 

 9:00 am. Unity Quilters 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

 12:00 pm. Blood Drive 

Wednesday 9:00 am. RHP 4yr. First Day 

 7:00 pm. Committee Chair Meeting 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 6:00 pm. Pack 416 Meeting 

Friday  9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday Club Kick Off 

 9:30 am. Choir Rehearsal 

  10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 3:00 pm. Pack 416 Committee Meeting 

 6:00 pm. Bible Study 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 Committee Meeting 
 

Senior Choir will rehearse at 9:30 am. on September 8th and sing at the 
10:30 service. Regular practices will begin the following Thursday, 

September 12th at 7:00 pm. 
 

 

Family Fun Night Golf Game:  Thrivent representatives Kirk and Kelly Perry have 

decided that without a truck, it is too difficult to haul their golf game to and from our event 

and have decided to donate it to us (Thank you Kirk & Kelly!). Problem is, in order for it 

to be used again next year we NEED SOMEONE’S HELP. It is rather heavy and large 

and we have no room in our current shed to store it. We are wondering if someone who is 

strong and has a truck or trailer able to move it and willing to store it could do so. It is in 3 

pieces each measuring approximately 4ft x 8ft x 8 inches plus a few odd boards. Please 

contact Karen Gesalman at 724-837-1439 

 
 

 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

(Formally Sunday School) 

KICK OFF 

September 8, 2019 

9:30 am. 
 

What does Community mean to you? 
When Calls the Heart (The Heart of the Community) will be kicking off 

Sunday, September 8th at 6:00pm 

**Sign up in commons area by Sunday, September 1st** 

We will start off by enjoying a dinner while watching The Heart of the 

Community. 

 

Annual Fall  
 

Our traditional Fall Covered Dish Dinner will be held on Monday, September 9th, at 6 pm. 

Guest speaker will be Kelly Perry, from our local Thrivent office, talking on The 

Difficulties of Being a Mary in Today's Martha World. This is certainly an interesting topic 

and we hope you are able to fit this evening into your busy schedules. For those who have 

heard Kelly speak before, you know she is an outstanding presenter. Again, a sign up sheet 

will be up in late August for this event. 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

God's Work, Our Hands – Items Due by 9/8 
 

Lutheran World Relief is requesting that congregations support its 

program of assembling School Kits this year. The Social Ministry 

Committee is designating this project as Good Shepherd Church's 2019 

God's Work, Our Hands project. You can help with this effort by 

donating the following component items of a School Kit: 

 

 One 30-Centimeter Ruler 

 Five Unsharpened No. 2 Pencils with Erasers (secured together with a rubber band) 

 Five Black or Blue Ballpoint Pens (no gel ink; secured together with a rubber band) 

 Four 70-Sheet Notebooks of Wide or College Ruled Paper; Approximately 8” x 10 

1/2” 

 One Pencil Sharpener 

 One 2 1/2” Eraser 

 One Pair of Blunt Scissors (Safety Scissors with Embedded Steel Blades are 

Preferred) 

 One Box of 16 or 24 Crayons 
 

(SAMPLE ITEMS IN DISPLAY CASE) 

 

THANK YOU Bobbie Musiak for making the backpacks for the 

School Kits.  
 


