
 
The Evangelical L  utheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:00 am. – 1:30 pm., Tues. 6:30 pm. – 8:30 pm.  

Wed. 9:30 am. – 11:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

August 18, 2019 – 10:30 am. 

“Time after Pentecost” 
 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. If you are 

looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good Shepherd family. 

 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service. 

This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO YOU D. WOOD 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever.   Amen. 
 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism and 

confess our sin. 
 

 

mailto:preacherpod@comcast.net
mailto:shepherd501@yahoo.com
http://www.goodshepherdgbg.org/
http://www.rockinghorsepreschool.com/


 

 

God of mercy, 

 

We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and against the 

earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted by many things, and we 

fail to love you above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from 

our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, forgiving 

us ☩ all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For freedom Christ has set us free; 

Rejoice in this good news!     Amen. 

 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “FAITH OF OUR FATHERS” ELW 812 
 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+KYRIE 

 
 

 

 



 

+HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your 

zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, 

and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
     

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29 

 
23Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 24Who can hide in secret 

places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the 

LORD. 25I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I 

have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 26How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn 

back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 27They 

plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as 

their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, 

but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common  

 



 

with wheat? says the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer 

that breaks a rock in pieces? 

 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 33:12-22 

 

 
 

 1God stands to charge the divine coun- | cil assembled, 

  giving judgment in the midst | of the gods: 

 2“How long will you | judge unjustly, 

  and show favor | to the wicked? 
 3Save the weak | and the orphan; 

  defend the hum- | ble and needy; 

 4rescue the weak | and the poor; 

  deliver them from the power | of the wicked. R 
 5They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander a- | bout in darkness; 

  all the foundations of the | earth are shaken. 

 6Now I say to you, | ‘You are gods, 

  and all of you children of | the Most High; 
 7nevertheless, you shall | die like mortals, 

  and fall like | any prince.’ ” 

 8Arise, O God, and | rule the earth, 

  for you shall take all nations | for your own. R 

 

 

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

 
29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the 

Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell after 

they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with 

those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 

  32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—33who through faith conquered  

 



 

kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched 

raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty 

in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35Women received their dead by resurrection. Others 

were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 36Others 

suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37They were stoned to 

death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of 

sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—38of whom the world was not worthy. 

They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 

  39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, 40since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, 

be made perfect. 

 12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 

aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the 

race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for 

the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and 

has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 



 

[Jesus said:] 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50I 

have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 
51Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 

division! 52From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two 

against three; 53they will be divided:  

 father against son 

  and son against father, 

 mother against daughter 

  and daughter against mother, 

 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

  54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately 

say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And when you see the south wind blowing, 

you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 56You hypocrites! You know how 

to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the 

present time?” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS?” ELW 666 
 

 

+ APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of your creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you have given us your word. Like a fire, kindle its flame within and among us. 

Empower us for the work of breaking down walls, reconciling the divided, and building 

faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You formed the furthest reaches of the universe, yet your spirit dwells within each life. Be 

the companion and keeper of every creature, and redeem all your creation in Christ. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You rise up to rule the nations. Bless grassroots movements and guide elected officials. 

Teach the nations to be good neighbors to each other. Inspire us all to share food, land, 

knowledge, and our arts for the common good. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You rescue those in any need. Be with surgeons, nurses, and all medical personnel who 

care for the sick (especially). Shelter all who need homes and feed all who are hungry. 

Comfort those who are bereaved. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We thank you for the friendship, community, and witness of those gathered here today. 

Send us out to welcome those estranged from family or experiencing difficult separations. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. Be with us in the tragedies and 

troubles of this world, and join us and all the saints with Christ in perfect joy. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the power 

of your Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING “ARIA J.S. BACH 
 

OFFERTORY 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Blessed are you, O God, 

C for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are given to share, and 

for this bread and wine. Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this 

food and drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



 

 
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 



 

 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God invites you to this table of bounty. Come, the banquet is ready. 

 
ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

During the distribution the congregation and choir shall join in singing Lamb of God 

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 759, 

815, 480. 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 

words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you 

with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; 

through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  
Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; and the 

blessing of the holy Trinity,  one God, be upon you and remain with your forever.   Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “RISE UP, O SAINTS OF GOD” ELW 669 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE “ALLEGRO J. KITTEL 
 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



 

 

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 

 

Scott & Michele McMahan to the General Fund in General Thanksgiving. 

 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

SERVING TODAY:  
              10:30  

Worship Assistant Open 

Lector Kathy Wolfe 

Acolyte Open 

Greeters Alice Podolinski 

 

Ushers Chuck Luffy & Andrew King 

Altar Guild Tammy Welsh 

 

Counters Janet Ambrose & Isabelle 

Bruggeman 

 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF August 18 - 25, 2019 

Sunday  10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 Following Service W/ELCA Theater Outing 

 3:00 pm. Pack 416 Committee 

Monday  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

  7:00 pm. Council Meeting 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

Wednesday 6:00 pm. Troop 416 Planning Meeting 

Friday  9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday  10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 5:00 pm. Jr. Sr. Youth Kick Off Picnic 
 
 
 

 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 

 

Jr & Sr Youth 
Kick off Picnic 

Sunday, August 25, 2019 

5:00pm 

There will be outdoor games & food 
 

Parents encouraged to come 

Please RSVP by August 18th to Rachel 724-454-6476 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Blood Drive – August 27, 2019. 

There will be a FELLOWSHIP MEETING on Sunday, 

September 1st at 9:30 am. Please plan on attending. 

Bring your ideas for future events. 
 

(Formally Sunday School) 

KICK OFF 

September 8, 2019 

9:30 am. 

 

 



 

What does Community mean to you? 

Mark your calendars!  

When Calls the Heart (The Heart of the Community) will 

be kicking off Sunday, September 8th at 6:00pm 

**Sign up in commons area by Sunday, September 1st**  

We will start off by enjoying a dinner while watching  

The Heart of the Community. 

 

Annual Fall  
 

Our traditional Fall Covered Dish Dinner will be held on Monday, September 9th, at 6 pm. 

Guest speaker will be Kelly Perry, from our local Thrivent office, talking on The 

Difficulties of Being a Mary in Today's Martha World. This is certainly an interesting topic 

and we hope you are able to fit this evening into your busy schedules. For those who have 

heard Kelly speak before, you know she is an outstanding presenter. Again, a sign up sheet 

will be up in late August for this event. 

 

 God's Work, Our Hands – Items Due by 9/8 
 

Lutheran World Relief is requesting that congregations support its 

program of assembling School Kits this year. The Social Ministry 

Committee is designating this project as Good Shepherd Church's 

2019 God's Work, Our Hands project. You can help with this effort 

by donating the following component items of a School Kit: 

 

 One 30-Centimeter Ruler 

 Five Unsharpened No. 2 Pencils with Erasers (secured together with a rubber band) 

 Five Black or Blue Ballpoint Pens (no gel ink; secured together with a rubber band) 

 Four 70-Sheet Notebooks of Wide or College Ruled Paper; Approximately 8” x 10 

1/2” 

 One Pencil Sharpener 

 One 2 1/2” Eraser 

 One Pair of Blunt Scissors (Safety Scissors with Embedded Steel Blades are 

Preferred) 

 One Box of 16 or 24 Crayons 
 

(SAMPLE ITEMS IN DISPLAY CASE) 


