
 
The Evangelical L  utheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:00 am. – 1:30 pm., Tues. 6:30 pm. – 8:30 pm.  

Wed. 9:30 am. – 11:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

May 5, 2019 – 8:30 am. & 10:30 am. 

“Third Sunday of Easter” 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

    

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.     Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “CCHRIST IS ALIVE! LET CHRISTIANS 

SING” 

ELW 389 

 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+HYMN OF PRAISE (WOMEN VS. 1 & 3, MEN VS. 2 & 4) 

 



 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty 

and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.      Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6 [7-20] 

 
1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 

priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any 

who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now 

as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 

around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do 

you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom 

you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to 

do.” [7The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice 

but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see 

nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three days he 

was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

  10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 

vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to him, “Get up and 

go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named 

Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias 

come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13But Ananias 

answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to 

your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 

invoke your name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have 

chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I 

myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias 

went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 

Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your 

sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something like scales fell from 

his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking 

some food, he regained his strength.  

  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to 

proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”]  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



 

PSALM: 30 (Read Responsively) 

 
 

  1I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lift- | ed me up 

  and have not let my enemies triumph | over me. 

 2O LORD my God, I cried | out to you, 

  and you restored | me to health. 

 3You brought me up, O LORD, | from the dead; 

  you restored my life as I was going down | to the grave. 

 4Sing praise to the LORD, | all you faithful; 

  give thanks in ho- | ly remembrance. R 

 5God’s wrath is short; God’s favor | lasts a lifetime. 

  Weeping spends the night, but joy comes | in the morning. 

 6While I felt se- | cure, I said, 

  “I shall never | be disturbed. 

 7You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong | as the mountains.” 

  Then you hid your face, and I was | filled with fear. 

 8I cried to | you, O LORD; 

  I pleaded with | my Lord, saying, 

 9“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down | to the pit? 

  Will the dust praise you or de- | clare your faithfulness? 

 10Hear, O LORD, and have mer- | cy upon me; 

  O LORD, | be my helper.” R 

 11You have turned my wailing | into dancing; 

  you have put off my sackcloth and clothed | me with joy. 

 12Therefore my heart sings to you | without ceasing; 

  O LORD my God, I will give you | thanks forever. R 

 

SECOND READING:  Revelation 5:11-14 

 
11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 

creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 
12singing with full voice,  

 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 

 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 

 and honor and glory and blessing!” 

 



 
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and 

all that is in them, singing,  

 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 

 be blessing and honor and glory and might 

 forever and ever!” 
14And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: Romans 3:21-24 
 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by 

the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 

who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus, 

 
 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

+SERMON   

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “YOU HAVE COME DOWN TO THE 

LAKESHORE” 

ELW 817 

 

 

+ NICENE CREED   

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and 

all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

You call your disciples to follow the way of the cross by their words and works of love. 

Make your church a place of welcome and empathy for all people. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Every creature in heaven and on earth sings your praise. Give us deep appreciation for the 

vibrant diversity of creation—flowers and streams, animals and bugs, sunsets and stormy 

skies. Help us to conserve the beauty around us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Come to the aid of those who are persecuted, oppressed, or imprisoned by hostile 

governments (especially). Walk with refugees and immigrants as they seek safe homes. 

Raise up leaders who are generous and hospitable to migrant families. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Bring relief to bodies weary with pain or sickness. Bless doctors, nurses, hospice workers, 

home health care providers, therapists, social workers, and all caregivers who demonstrate 

your love in acts of healing and tenderness toward those in need (especially). Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You feed us at your holy table and send us out to feed others. Bless those who fish, bake, 

and cook, restaurant servers, grocery store workers, and food pantry volunteers. Open our 

eyes to your grace present in every meal that we share. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

All honor and glory and blessing belong to you. We praise you for the faith of the saints 

(especially). Be near us as we await the day when we will feast with the risen Christ 

forever. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving 

help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY   

 

ANTHEM (10:30) “ELIJAH & JOSHUA” SENIOR CHOIR 

   

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Risen one, 

C as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal. 

Nourish us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and 

all for your love’s sake.   Amen. 
 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages 

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

through whom you created all things, 

and in whom you take delight. 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot 

and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

and won for you a holy people; 

he stretched out his hands in suffering 

in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table. Alleluia! 

Come to the feast. 
 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

During the distribution the congregation and choir shall join in singing Lamb of God 

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 708, 

810. 



 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of 

Christ, broken for us. Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love 

into the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

The blessing of the living God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain you, 

keep you from harm, and fill you with courage.   Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “THIS JOYFUL EASTERTIDE” ELW 391 

 

DISMISSAL 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE   
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We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 



 

 

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 

 

Bill and Janet Ambrose to the 2018 Deficit in loving memory of son, James. 

 
 

 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

 

SERVING TODAY:  

     8:30         10:30  
Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Open Jean Mathers 

Acolyte Cole Williams Drezden Gesalman 

Crucifer XXX Mackenzie Halfhill 

Greeters Open Howard & Mary Ann 

McMurtrie 

Ushers Open Brian & Jacki Gesalman 

Altar Guild Jackie Sheleheda Janet Ambrose 

Counters  Jack Gesalman & Gail 

Brown 
 

 

 

Please remember, if you would like your Blanket 

donation to be listed in the Mother’s Day weekend 

bulletin, please have your donations to the office 

by Monday, May 6th. Envelopes are available in 

the Commons Area. Thank you.   
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF April 28 – May 5, 2019 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. “Giving in Grace” Bible Study 

 9:30 am. Fellowship Meeting 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 3:00 pm. Pack 416 Committee Meeting 

 6:00 pm. 7th Grade Confirmation 

 7:00 pm. 8th Grade Confirmation 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 Committee Meeting 

Monday 6:00 pm. Brownies 

 7:00 pm. Family Fun Night Meeting 

Tuesday 9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. Chat-n-Sew 

 6:00 pm. Bears 

 7:00 pm. Committee Chair Meeting 

Wednesday   RHP Mother’s Day Tea 

 7:00 pm. Stewardship Meeting 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 6:00 pm. Brownies 

Friday  9:00 am. 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday 5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

 6:30 pm. “Giving in Grace” Bible Study 

Sunday  HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

  8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. “Giving in Grace” Bible Study 

 9:30 am. Fellowship Meeting 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 
 

Last weekend to buy tickets for the annual May WELCA Dinner featuring Gary 

Pratt. Final chance to buy tickets will be May 6th in the office until 2 

pm. Tickets will not be available after that. Please make checks out to 

WELCA. Prices are $16 for adults, $10 for children 6 - 10, and free for 5 and 

under. Join us for a great meal and entertainment. 
 

 

 
 
 



 
Just A reminder that May Backpack donations are due back 

today. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Blood Drive - June 26, 2019. 

Do not donate after May 1st to be eligible. 
 

 

FIRST, WE GIVE OF OURSELVES  
“The Gift of God’s Grace” 

 

This is the focus of our congregational conversation this week and is centered on Romans 

3:21-24. In this passage from Romans, the Apostle Paus sets out the cornerstone of God’s 

great love for us. That cornerstone is Christ and God’s rich, abundant, and free gifts of 

grace in Jesus Christ. As Paul tells us, each of us are sinful and in need of God’s life giving 

grace. Through faith, we receive the greatest we could ever receive, God’s grace. It is this 

grace, in and through Christ that brings us forgiveness and life. 
  

Grace lies at the foundation of God’s relationship with us and informs how we are to live 

as God’s people each day. Stewardship is our faithful, joyful, and thankful response as we 

delight in this rich gift of God’s grace. 
  

Where have you seen and how have you experienced the gift of God’s grace this past 

week? 
  

In what ways have you shared God’s grace this past week? 

 
  

GIVING IN GRACE Bible Study 
  

We look forward to seeing everyone at one of the Bible Study sessions each week. 

  

Bible Study #2    Bible Study #4 
Saturday May 11th at 6:30 pm   Saturday May 25th at 6:30 pm 

Sunday May 12th at 9:30 am   Sunday May 26th at 9:30 am 

  

Bible Study #3 
Saturday May 18th at 6:30 pm 

Sunday May 19th at 9:30 am 

  


