
 
The Evangelical L  utheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:00 am. – 1:30 pm., Tues. 6:30 pm. – 8:30 pm.  

Wed. 9:30 am. – 11:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 
 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

May 26, 2019 – 8:30 am. & 10:30 am. 

“Sixth Sunday of Easter” 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “PERFECT PEACE” D. PAXTON 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.     Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN “GOD OF GRACE & GOD OF GLORY” ELW 705 
 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+HYMN OF PRAISE (WOMEN VS. 1 & 3, MEN VS. 2 & 4) 

 



 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from 

your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love 

one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15 
9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 

saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we 

immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to 

proclaim the good news to them. 

  11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 

Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia 

and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we 

went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we 

sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named 

Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a 

dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by 

Paul. 15When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon 

us. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: 67 

 
 

1May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 

 2Let your way be known | upon earth, 

  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
 3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth. R 

 



 
 

 5Let the peoples | praise you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 6The earth has brought | forth its increase; 

  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
 7May God | give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. R 

 
SECOND READING:  Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and 

showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 

  22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 
23And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, 

and its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will 

bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night 

there. 26People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But nothing 

unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those 

who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 

from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On 

either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit 

each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed 

will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 

servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 
5And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will 

be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 



 

GOSPEL: Luke 15:11-32 
 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

 
 
11Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his 

father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his 

property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled 

to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he 

had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to 

be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who 

sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods 

that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he 

said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am 

dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat 

me like one of your hired hands." ' 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was 

still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 

around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22But the father said 

to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one — and put it on him; put a ring on 

his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And 

they began to celebrate. 
25Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 

heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He 

replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 

got him back safe and sound.' 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father 

came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these 

years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; 

yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 

friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with 

prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' 31Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are 

always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 

because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been 

found.'" 

 



 

 
 

 

 

+SERMON   

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY 

 

“I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE 

LIGHT” 

ELW 815 

 

 

+ NICENE CREED   

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and 

all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Prevail upon us with your Spirit. Convince us daily that you have called us to proclaim the 

good news of your grace. Let all who love you proclaim your word of life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Feed us with the bounty of your creation. Bless the earth with enough rain and sunshine for 

the flourishing of orchards, gardens, and fields. Give us thankful hearts as we share the 

fruit of the land with all who hunger. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

The leaves of your tree of life are for the healing of the nations. Bring an end to civil war, 

genocide, terrorism, and violence. Overcome divisions of race, politics, and religion. Mend 

relationships across borders and across oceans (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Our hearts are troubled and afraid. Visit us again with your peace. Comfort those facing 

uncertain futures: those who are unemployed or underemployed, those in difficult 

relationships, those with chronic pain, those waiting for news about their health, and those 

who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We give you thanks for all who have died in service to nation. Inspire us to walk in your 

light and to live for the sake of freedom and justice for your children. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Open the gates of salvation to all who are written in your book of life (especially). Lead us 

into the city that needs no light of sun or moon, where you will be our light forever. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving 

help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY (8:30) “MEDITATION” C. FRANCK 

 

ANTHEM (10:30) “LET US PRAY FOR PEACE” SENIOR CHOIR 

   

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Risen one, 

C as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal. 

Nourish us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and 

all for your love’s sake.   Amen. 
 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages 

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

through whom you created all things, 

and in whom you take delight. 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot 

and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

and won for you a holy people; 

he stretched out his hands in suffering 

in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table. Alleluia! 

Come to the feast. 
 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

During the distribution the congregation and choir shall join in singing Lamb of God 

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 414, 

579, 379. 



 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of 

Christ, broken for us. Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love 

into the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

The blessing of the living God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain you, 

keep you from harm, and fill you with courage.   Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN EVERY AGE” ELW 729 

 

DISMISSAL 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE “POSTLUDE IN D” F. COUPERIN 
 

Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 



 

Last night we welcomed New Members, Judy Swigart and Ryan, Megan, 

Luke & Reese Sikora. 
 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

SERVING TODAY:  

     8:30         10:30  
Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Open Mark Gesalman 

Acolyte Allison DeMatt Ben Podolinski 

Crucifer XXX Jonathan Askey 

Greeters Open Alice Podolinski 

Ushers Open Roger Sullenberger & 

George Billig 

Altar Guild Open Open 

Counters  Janet Ambrose & Isabelle 

Bruggeman 
 

 

TRASH & TREASURE SALE - JUNE 1 

Bring your donated items to the church by May 26th. Any items not sold will be 

donated. Food items such as hot dogs and roast beef sandwiches will be for 

sale. This sale coincides with the West Point/Wendover Community Yard Sale. 

Sale will be held RAIN or SHINE. 
 

Proceeds benefit Youth Programs. 
 

June 8, 2019 
Tickets on sale NOW! 

All proceeds benefit the youth gathering 2021. 

 
 



 

 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF May 26 – June 2, 2019 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. “Giving in Grace” Bible Study 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

Monday Office Closed  Memorial Day 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. Chat-n-Sew 

 7:00 pm. Scouts – Social Room & 

Sanctuary 

Wednesday  7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 9:30 am. Newsletter Folding 

Friday  9:00 am. 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday  Trash & Treasure Sale 

  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday  8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CAR SHOW MEETING – MAY 21st at 6:00 pm. 

All are welcome to attend. 
 

Family Fun Night Meeting – June 3, 2019 

7:00 pm. 

 

Clarification of Giving: 
The normal church expenses including building maintenance and salaries are supported by 

your contributions in the regular white offering envelopes. 
 

Long Range Iniative which pays the salaries of the Youth Coordinator (Rachel King) and 

Volunteer Coordinator (Jenny Luffy – supplemental) is supported by your contribution in 

the blue envelopes. 
 

 



 

W/ELCA Picnic – June 10, 2019 

6:00 pm. at Twin Lakes 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Blood Drive - June 26, 2019. 

 

 

FIRST, WE GIVE OF OURSELVES  
“Giving in Grace” 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son in the gospel of Luke is a story of grace and the joy of 

sharing grace. Luke share this story to illustrate the completeness of God’s grace in Christ. 

God’s grace is a gift that is not limited in any way by the barriers we are so inclined to 

erect in life. Secondly, the grace given to the prodigal and his brother by the father has the 

same characteristics of the grace we receive for God in Christ. It is a grace that fully 

encompasses us as individuals and celebrates our being a child of God no matter the 

circumstances. Such is the abundant and rich grace of God. Thirdly, this is the grace in 

which we live each day. It is the grace that is life giving and full of surprises. 

  

Christian stewardship can be defined as “how we live our life and walk in the midst of 

God’s abundant grace each day.” In other words, the question for us is how do we share 

the joy of this gift in our own giving of grace by what we do and say in life?  The answer 

to this is how we live a “grace-full” life of stewardship. 

  

How do you see to live a grace-full life of stewardship? 

  

What are some ways you were involved in the “giving of grace” this past week? 

 

 

GROWTH IN GIVING CELEBRATION - June 8/9 


