
 
The Evangelical L  utheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:00 am. – 1:30 pm., Tues. 6:30 pm. – 8:30 pm.  

Wed. 9:30 am. – 11:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 
 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

May 12, 2019 – 8:30 am. & 10:30 am. 

“Fourth Sunday of Easter” 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS” D. WOOD 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.     Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS” ELW 855 
 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+HYMN OF PRAISE (WOMEN VS. 1 & 3, MEN VS. 2 & 4) 

 



 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd 

of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good 

that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.      Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43 
36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. 

She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. 

When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, 

the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please 

come to us without delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, 

they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and 

showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter 

put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, 

“Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his 

hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 
42This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he 

stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: 23 

 
 

 1The LORD| is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 



 

SECOND READING:  Revelation 7:9-17 
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, 

saying,  

 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,  

 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

 and thanksgiving and honor 

 and power and might 

 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

  13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 

where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he 

said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

  and worship him day and night within his temple, 

  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

  the sun will not strike them, 

  nor any scorching heat; 

 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

 



 

GOSPEL: 2 Corinthians 8:1-7 
 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

 
 
1We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted 

to the churches of Macedonia; 2for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy 

and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3For, as 

I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their means, 
4begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints — 5and this, 

not merely as we expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, 

to us, 6so that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he should 

also complete this generous undertaking among you. 7Now as you excel in everything — 

in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you — so we 

want you to excel also in this generous undertaking. 
 

 
 
 

+SERMON   

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY 

 

“HAVE NO FEAR LITTLE FLOCK” ELW 764 

 

STEPHEN’S MINISTER COMMISSIONING  

 

 



 

 

+ NICENE CREED   

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 

 

 

 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and 

all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Shine your light through this and every congregation. Reveal to us the light of your 

salvation in places of hopelessness and decay. Anoint us and make us overflow with 

goodness and mercy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We give thanks for gentle rains that nourish green pastures and rejuvenate rivers and 

streams. Provide clean water for thirsty people, animals, and crops. Heal places suffering 

destruction caused by floods, typhoons, storms, and mudslides. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Empower authorities to be faithful shepherds who lead nations in pathways of 

righteousness and peace (especially). Disrupt and deter the work of terrorists, religious and 

political extremists, and all who would choose the way of violence over the way of mercy. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Give strength and perseverance to those facing struggles of hunger or thirst, unemployment 

or homelessness, chronic illness or anxiety (especially). Be our never-failing voice of 

comfort through all the trials of this life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Raise up faithful women as witnesses to your strength and compassion. Bless mothers and 

all who offer mothering care. Protect victims of sexism, abuse, and gender-based violence. 

Restore dignity to those marginalized because of their gender identity or sexual orientation. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Salvation belongs to you, O God. You promise to wipe away every tear. Give us the 

assurance that all who live and die in you (especially) will rest forever beside the river of 

life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving 

help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY “THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD” ARR J. INNES 

 

ANTHEM (10:30) “THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD” SENIOR CHOIR 

   

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Risen one, 

C as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal. 

Nourish us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and 

all for your love’s sake.   Amen. 
 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages 

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

through whom you created all things, 

and in whom you take delight. 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot 

and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

and won for you a holy people; 

he stretched out his hands in suffering 

in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table. Alleluia! 

Come to the feast. 
 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

During the distribution the congregation and choir shall join in singing Lamb of God 

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 502, 

778, 638. 



 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of 

Christ, broken for us. Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love 

into the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

The blessing of the living God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain you, 

keep you from harm, and fill you with courage.   Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “SAVIOR LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US” ELW 789 

 

DISMISSAL 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE “CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS” J. TROUTMAN 
 

Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 



 

 

 

The Flowers on the Altar are in honor of Joan Rappold, Eleanor Besser and in memory of 

Barb Spitznogle and their care receivers who they tirelessly served with true Christian care. 

 
 

 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

 

SERVING TODAY:  

     8:30         10:30  
Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Open Debbie Sullenberger 

Acolyte Owen DeMatt Kayden Askey 

Crucifer XXX Kaleb Askey 

Greeters Open Bill & Janet Ambrose 

Ushers Open Rob & Josh Lipko 

Altar Guild Tammy Welsh Alice Podolinski 

Counters  Kathy Wolfe & Mark 

Gesalman 
 

TRASH & TREASURE SALE - JUNE 1 

Bring your donated items to the church by May 26th. Any items not sold will be 

donated. Food items such as hot dogs and roast beef sandwiches will be for 

sale. This sale coincides with the West Point/Wendover Community Yard Sale. 

Sale will be held RAIN or SHINE. 
 

Proceeds benefit Youth Programs. 
 

June 8, 2019 
Tickets on sale NOW! 

All proceeds benefit the youth gathering 2021. 



 

 
  CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF May 12 – 19, 2019 

Today is “Meals on Wheels Cookie” Sunday 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. “Giving in Grace” Bible Study 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

Monday 4:00 pm. Long Range Initiative Mtg. 

  6:30 pm. AOL Den 

Tuesday 9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. Chat-n-Sew 

 12:30 pm. Parkinson’s Support Group 

 6:00 pm. Women’s Dinner 

Wednesday  5:30 pm. Webelos 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday   RHP Graduation 

Friday  9:00 am. 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

 3:30 pm. Piano Recital Practice 

Saturday 11:00 am. 6th Grade Confirmation 

  Piano Recital  

  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

 6:30 pm. “Giving in Grace” Bible Study 

Sunday  HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

  8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. “Giving in Grace” Bible Study 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 5:00 pm. Growth & Giving Gathering 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Blood Drive - June 26, 2019. 

 

CAR SHOW MEETING – MAY 21st at 6:00 pm. 

All are welcome to attend. 
 

 



 

FIRST, WE GIVE OF OURSELVES  
“We Give of Ourselves” 

  

Over the course of this week, we will consider what it means as “we give of ourselves”.   

The Apostle Paul writes of this spiritual aspect of our giving in 2 Corinthians 8: 1-7.  

Here, Paul speaks of the Macedonian Christians who in the midst of their own financial 

trials, shared a grace filled offering for people who were suffering in Jerusalem. As Paul 

speaks of the Macedonians and their giving, he uses descriptive phrases such as “the grace 

of God”, “abundant joy”, “wealth of generosity”, and others. But our theme verse appears 

in the 5th verse of this passage when Paul says this of the Macedonians and their giving: 

“and this, not merely as we expected, they gave themselves to the Lord…” 2 Cor. 8:5 
  

Giving of oneself is set out by Paul as the spiritual understanding of grace-filled 

giving. Our giving is more than is what is in our pocket book at any given moment. Giving 

in grace is a life filled response to God’s grace in Christ. It is the joy and delight in the 

giving of oneself in response to God’s rich and abundant gift in grace. This is the measure 

of grace filled stewardship.   
  

Where have you seen or experienced God’s grace in the past week? 

What ways have you “given yourself” in grace this past week? 

 
  

GIVING IN GRACE Bible Study 
 We look forward to seeing everyone at one of the Bible Study sessions each week. 

  

Bible Study #3    Bible Study #4 
Saturday May 18th at 6:30 pm   Saturday May 25th at 6:30 pm 

Sunday May 19th at 9:30 am   Sunday May 26th at 9:30 am 
 

  

You’re Invited 
This year, our congregation is on a journey together as we explore growing as 

disciples living in God’s grace and stewards of God’s gifts. As a part of our 

emphasis, First, We Give Of Ourselves, we would like to invite you to a group gathering at which we will dig deeper 

into what it means to be a disciple and to grow as a steward. This Growth in Giving Gathering will be an opportunity to 

explore these areas and also invite you to prayerfully consider how you might grow as a disciple and steward. 

Please join us for this gathering on May 19th at 5:00pm in the church social hall for a meal and 

the program. 

Please RSVP by Sunday, May 12th by calling the church office @ 724.834.1940 with the number attending. 



 

Blanket Sunday 
 

In loving memory of:    Given by: 
Helen Faulkner     Jack & Paula Laird 
Margaret Laird     Jack & Paula Laird 
Morna Livengood     Donna Sheridan 
Mabel Brunot     Jay & Jean Brunot 
Mildred Harrold     Jay & Jean Brunot 
Josephine Heimann    Terry & Pat Gatons 
Laura Gatons     Terry & Pat Gatons 
Faye Bachman     Jean Mathers   
Carol Mathers     Jean Mathers 
Anna Boerstler     Ruth Gesalman 
Doc & Olive Mowl    Ken & Dixie Mowl 
Louis & Doris Moreland    Ken & Dixie Mowl 
Erice & David Coates    Joyce Coates  
Anna Revak     Todd & Maria Meyers 
Lillian Rippel     Lillian Shea 
Anna Shea     Lillian Shea 
Ray Robb     Fran Robb 
Lisa Fadrosh     Isabelle Bruggeman 
Mary Chew     Bonnie Altman 
Fern Gesalman     Jack & Dorothy Gesalman 
Sue McIlwain     Don McIlwain 
Margie Sterling     Kay & David Wright 
Amy Wright     Kay & David Wright 
Dorothy Earlewine    Dave & Gail Brown   
Joan Brown     Dave & Gail Brown   
 
In honor of:     Given by: 

  Janet Ambrose & Linda Luffy   Brady & Jamie Luffy  
  Ruth Gesalman     Mark & Lynda Gesalman 
  Melissa Brown     Dave & Gail Brown   

Brandi Askey     Dave & Gail Brown    
Jenny Luffy     Bill & Janet Ambrose 
Helen Johnson     Nancy Deemer 
Arthur Johnson     Nancy Deemer 
Charlotte Hein     Todd & Maria Meyers 
Judith Hoffman     Todd & Maria Meyers 
 

   
Additional donors are Carol & Denny Clawson and Jeff & Gladys Maloy. 

 


