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For detailed calendar activities please see the monthly calendar 

included in your newsletter and individual committee articles. 
 

 

The deadline for the June/July Newsletter is May 20th and folding 

will be Thursday, May 30th at 9:30 am. Please note this is a two 

month newsletter and the folding day is a THURSDAY.  
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‘The Pastor’s Pen’ 
 

It is tempting sometimes to want to skip church. Maybe we have 
chores or errands that need to get done. Maybe it’s too much to get 
the family up and out the door in the morning, or maybe we just want 
to enjoy our off time on the weekend and catch up on sleep. If we 
attend church three out of four weekend a month, that’s enough 
right? This kind of thinking (which many Christians at one time or 
another have fallen into) is really looking at church attendance from 
the wrong perspective. Many of us think about church as something 
we have to do; it’s another thing to check off our weekly checklists.  
Our view toward church attendance can begin to be transformed, 
however, when we consider a few important things that remind us of 
the privilege of meeting each week specifically to focus on God and 
God’s people. 
 
First, it is important to make a habit of meeting with God’s family 
because if we truly want to grow as Christians, making a habit of 
fellowshipping with other believers, hearing the Word of God and 
receiving the Sacrament in worship is the place to begin. Of course, 
personal devotion, prayer and Bible study are integral as well, but 
worshipping God together provides us a unique opportunity to see 
what God is doing in the lives of other people, both locally and 
globally. In Hebrews 10:24-25 God calls people to not stop meeting 
together: “And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together as some 
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the day approaching.” Meeting together each week in 
church allows us to receive encouragement and also challenges us to 
encourage others. Jesus calls those who would follow him to a life of 
giving up selfishness which in many cases involves giving up our 
desires to keep all our time to ourselves. One important aspect of  
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church attendance, then, is for us to interact with other believers and 
see how God is working in their lives, but still another is to realize that 
we need church ourselves as Christians and members of the Body of 
Christ. Christians in other countries often risk their lives to meet 
together and worship God. In many places, church attendance is 
regulated and forbidden by government or the government imposes 
certain restrictions on churches. In addition, terrorist groups often 
target churches in their attacks. Some Christians have been jailed, 
interrogated, and even killed for defying the government’s orders to 
take down the crosses from their churches or to demolish the 
buildings entirely. Why do these Christians still try to meet? Why is 
worshipping God together worth risking their lives? They know, like 
many of us in the Western world have not experienced due to our 
generally comfortable lives that Christians need God and we need each 
other. Having that taken away likely would make us realize what a 
privilege attending church each week truly is. We do not go to church 
because of guilt. We are the church because of grace... 
 
All through the month of May and culminating on the weekend of 
June 7th and 8th you will be hearing more about our Stewardship 
emphasis called, ‘First We Give Of Ourselves.’ You are invited to 
gather with the congregation of Good Shepherd for worship, for four 
Bible study offerings, to listen to a sermon series, and to hear from 
four people in our congregation share their stories of faith. This is the 
perfect time to come and be part of what God is doing here at our 
church! You are loved and you are valuable. Please come! 
   

In Christ’s Love and Service,  
Pastor Frank + 
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COUNCIL NEWS – APRIL MEETING DETAILS  
 

LONG RANGE PLANNING UPDATE:  Bob Teeter, Denny Clausen, 

Ken Mowl (Mark Gesalman) 

 Attendance and Income continue to decline 

◦ need to break the trend 

◦ Recommendations 

▪ educate the congregation as to the current status 

▪ feedback from the congregation 

▪ need the congregation to step up with volunteers, and 

financially  

◦ Trying to be proactive 

Council supports the LRP committee to proceed with a survey of the 

congregation. 
 

MINUTES:  March Minutes  

 Approved by council as presented 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  

 Approved as presented by council 
 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  March 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

WORSHIP AND MUSIC:  

 Holy Week 

 Easter Vigil at First Lutheran 8pm 

 Summer Schedule 

 June 9 one service  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:  

 April 28 is the last day of Sunday School 

 Confirmands will attend May 20 meeting 

 Confirmation is June 9th at the 10:30 service 

 7th Grade Parents to host reception 

 VBS is June 17 – 21. 

YOUTH: Chicken BBQ – June 8 (Youth Gathering) 

 Game Night 7 kids  

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  

 Easter Food Baskets - 6 baskets available 

 May 9 is next Backpack delivery 

 May 11/12 is Blanket Weekend 
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EVANGELISM:  Nancy Deemer & Harry Harbaugh - Need 4 more 

Members 

STEWARDSHIP:  

 Next Meeting is May 8 @ 7:00 pm. 

 April 6 Workshop was cancelled. Will be rescheduled for the fall. 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE:  

 Easter Breakfast 

PROPERTY:  

 Tree removal quote for dead trees $850 Browns tree 

A motion to approve an expenditure of $850 to Browns tree Srevice to 

remove 2 dead trees to be taken either property budget or property 

escrow, motion carried 

MUTUAL MINISTRY: Need Members 

ROCKING HORSE PRESCHOOL:  

 4yr old classes are filled 

 3yr old classes filling up 

STEPHENS MINISTRY:  Training Ongoing & Commissioning in May  
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 Lily Project 

◦ Only Church with complete set 

 Family Fun Night 

◦ Meeting May 6 

◦ Quilt Raffle – Discussion was tabled 

 Car Show August 3 

◦ Meeting April 23 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Contingency Plan – Sept. to Dec. (Youth & Sunday School) 

◦ Youth Group and Christian Ed committees need to come up 

with a plan 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 Synod Assembly – June 13 – 15 – Two Voting Members to attend 

 Blood Drive – June 26 

 May Newsletter Deadline is May 20 

 Committee Chair Meeting – May 7 at 7:00 pm.   
 

Detailed financial reports are available in the office. 

 

NEXT MEETING is May 20, 2019 
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Congregation & Committee News  
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

Confirmation    
 

Class dates are as follows: 
 

6th Grade Pre-Confirmation – Saturday 11:00 am. 
 

May 18 
 

7th Grade Confirmation – 6:00 pm. 

8th Grade Confirmation – 7:00 pm.  
 

May 5 

 
I would like to thank all of our wonderful 

teachers this year for their dedication to 

coming out every Sunday to teach 

Sunday School. Nancy Maxson, Andrea 

Territ, Kim Jones, Jess Darragh & Kathy Wolfe.  

I also appreciate all the Sunday School subs who have been 

there to cover. Last but not least thank you to the parents 

who make the effort to have your children there every 

Sunday………...............Rachel King 
 

 

Save the date 

Vacation Bible School will be held June 

17-21, 2019 
 

Registration forms are available in 

commons area. You must register by 

May 26th to get a t-shirt. Registration is $5.00 per child. 

**Please contact Rachel King if you are able to help out! 

724-454-6476 
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We concluded When 

Calls the Heart Heart of 

Truth Bible Study. 

Thank you so much to 

everyone who came out 

each month! If you 

missed out on this one I 

hope you will join us in the future. 
 

 

Watch the Commons Area and 

Facebook for upcoming Sr & Jr 

Youth events in May 
 

 

TRASH & 
TREASURE SALE 

JUNE 1 
 

Bring your donated items to the church by May 26th. Any 

items not sold will be donated. Food items such as hot dogs 

and roast beef sandwiches will be for sale. This sale coincides 

with the West Point/Wendover Community Yard Sale. Sale 

will be held RAIN or SHINE. 
 

Proceeds benefit Youth Programs. 
 

Don’t forget to purchase your Chicken BBQ 

tickets for June 8, 2019!  

They will be on sale before and after 

services.  

All proceeds benefit the youth gathering 2021. 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

 
Thank you to all who donated items to the Easter Basket Collection 

and have taken apples for donations to the Weekend Backpack Lunch 

Program. Just a reminder that items for the Lunch Program need to be 

back in the office by Sunday, May 5th. 
 

BLANKET SUNDAY - MAY 12, 2019 
 

Mothers’ Day weekend this year is May 11th and May 12th, and once 

again Good Shepherd Church members are invited to participate in a 

collection to fund the acquisition and distribution of blankets and other 

disaster relief items to people in need. For the small sum of $10.00 you 

can give a blanket to help victims of earthquakes, storms, fires, or the 

ravages of war. Please use the Blanket Sunday envelopes provided with 

your weekly bulletin or in the commons area to make your donation in 

honor of or in memory of a mother, grandmother or other special woman 

this Mothers' Day. 

W/E.L.C.A. 
May 14, 2019 

Reminder - Tickets for our May Dinner, Here We Go Again with Gary 

Pratt will be for sale only on April 27th and 28th and May 4th and 

5th. Last chance to buy tickets will be Monday, May 6th till 2 pm in the 

office. Absolutely NO tickets will be sold after that day. Dinner will 

start at 6 pm, featuring: fruit trays, salads, chicken cordon bleu, roasted 

red skin potatoes, veggie medley and peach cobbler with ice cream for 

dessert.   
  

A very special thank you to all who contributed to the 

Lily Project. Eight complete outfits were collected along with 2 

dozen extra socks and ladies underwear. 
 

All Women Invited:  May 25th for the Women of the ELCA Cluster 

gathering to be held at Zion’s in Greensburg. This is a fun morning of 

learning, worshipping, socializing and eating with the women from all our 

area churches. Watch for a poster and sign-up sheet with more details. We 

really hope you come! 
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Family Fun Night will be Saturday, July 13th, 2019 4-

9pm. This is a great time church members, 

families, friends & the community to come 

together for a night of fun! We will be having a 

bounce house, bake sale, sand art and more of 

your favorites again this year. 

We are adding more family oriented games and activities for all 

ages. There will be corn hole and giant Jenga just to name a few. If 

anyone has any family (especially teen or adult) outdoor games we 

could borrow for that day it would be greatly appreciated. We are 

especially looking for ladder ball, Toss Across (Tic-Tac-Toe) 

additional corn hole, giant Jenga games or others. Please contact Kathy 

Wolfe, Jack Gesalman or Karen Gesalman about what you have to 

share. We will also still have the ever popular duck pond and fishing 

pond and more for the young kids. 

We are in need of many volunteers to help setup and/or run 

activities especially since we are trying to have additional games.  

Volunteers can be of any ability - there is a job for everyone willing to 

help. We are hoping to get lots of volunteers so that they can work for 

part of the night and have someone else able to relieve them. Since we 

are getting food trucks this year, we won’t be in need of kitchen help 

but we strongly urge those who helped there in the past, please still 

help in a different capacity. Please contact Jenny Luffy, Debbie Territ 

or Karen Gesalman if you are willing to help. 

We are also in need of donations for prizes. Especially mugs, 

large stuffed animals, and teen/adult type prizes. Perhaps simple tools, 

candles, knick-knacks, sports memorabilia, Tupperware, kitchen 

gadgets or anything new or gently used that you feel might make a nice 

prize. Monetary donations to Family Fun Night activities are also 

appreciated. 

Our organizing team currently consists of: Kathy Wolfe, Rachel 

King, Debbie Territ, Jenny Luffy, Bonnie Altman, Jack Gesalman, 

Jessica Darragh, Tammy Welsh, Pastor Frank and Karen Gesalman 

(chairperson, 724-837-1439). If you have any questions or ideas, please 

share them with us. Anyone who’d like to come is welcome to please 

join us at the next planning meeting to be held Monday, May 6th at 

7pm. We need everyone’s help to make this event a big success.  

Hope to see you there! 
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Fellowship Update 

 

Fellowship Committee meets the 1st Sunday of the month.  
 

The next meeting is Sunday, May 5, 2019 at 9:30 am. 
 

  

Anyone who is interested in being on the committee is welcome. If 
you have a suggestion for any activity, please call, 

Fran Ober  724-837-6794 
Bonnie Altman 724-331-6621 

 
 

If you know of anyone that is graduating this year from 

high school, college or trade school, please notify the 

church office. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Blood Drive - June 26, 2019. 
 
 

News & Announcements  
 

 

*To include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church 

office by 12:00 pm. Wednesdays. 
 

*If you sign up for a Living gift, don’t forget to turn the slip in that 

indicates where you would like your gift designated. 
 

*If you would like to share something on the Good Shepherd Facebook 

page, Website or photos for the Photo gallery, please fill out the 

appropriate form (located on the bulletin board) and return it to the bin 

on the counter in the commons area. 
 

*JUST A REMINDER THAT THE NEXT NEWSLETTER IS A 

TWO MONTH NEWSLETTER. 
 

*Summer services begin on June 9th. 
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Meet Ruth Gesalman. Ruth has been a 

member of Good Shepherd for over 60 years. 

She and her late husband Bob transferred 

their membership from First Lutheran 

Church in Greensburg, where Ruth's father 

served as Pastor during the 1940's. Ruth was 

born in Erie, and loved living by Lake Erie. She wanted to take the lake with 

her when the family moved to her father's next Parish in New Kensington, but 

had to settle for the hills that gave her an exciting venue for downhill roller 

skating and wagon rides with her brother, Ed. Ruth was the oldest of three 

children, including sister Peggy and brother Ed, with whom she shared a 

birthday. Ruth always considered Ed to be her birthday present. The family 

moved to Greensburg during Ruth's Senior year of high school, where she met 

her future husband Bob while both sang in the First Lutheran Church choir. 

As a youth, Ruth spent many days locked in the County Jail . . . as she played 

the piano while her father conducted church services for the inmates. As a 

P.K. (Pastor's Kid) Ruth was often called upon to entertain parishioners 

during church activities, as well as visiting church leaders and other 

dignitaries, by singing or recitation of poems or tongue twisters. Ruth began 

college studies at Capital University in Columbus, Ohio, and finished her 

degree at Indiana State Teacher's College (now IUP). She taught music at 

Trafford High School, and directed the high school band. Ruth and Bob were 

married in a ceremony conducted by Ruth's father, and they raised their three 

boys, David, Mark and Alan in the home they built along White School Road, 

surrounded by homes of Bob's brother Fred and sisters Ruth Thomson and 

Amelia Black. Ruth loved sharing activities with her sister-in-law Fern 

Gesalman, including teaching Sunday School and Bible School, sewing quilts 

with the Chat and Sew group, and serving as Cub Scout Den Mothers. Ruth 

and Fern made dozens of varieties of chocolate candies each year before 

Christmas, many boxes of which were shared with choir members and other 

church friends. Ruth led the Church Youth Group (known then as the Luther 

League) for many years, sang with the church choir, and was a regular 

participant (along with Bob) in the Pairs and Spares Church social group. 

Ruth has always loved her Good Shepherd Church family, and until arthritis 

made it impossible, took great pleasure in sending greeting cards to numerous 

church members and their children and grandchildren to celebrate birthdays, 

anniversaries, graduations, holidays and any other special occasions. She 

currently resides at Westmoreland Manor, and would welcome visits with 

friends from her Good Shepherd family. 
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PRAYER LIST - Our thoughts and prayers are with the following:  

Notre Dame Cathedral 
     

Bob Starenchak Rick Wright  Isabelle Bruggeman Jessica Reinhart 

Robin Atwell  Jackie Guhl John Sarp   Sally Hall  

Bill Knackstedt Dustin & Connor Wodoslawsky  George Smith 
  

Jeff Guhl  Lisa Appleby Marilyn DePalma  Janice Roberts  
Jack Laird Pam Hedman  Brian McGee  Andy 

Carly  Ray Glesk Barbara DePalma  Corbin Mardis  

Eddie Moyes Lily  Eric Altman  Connie Altman 

Destiny Ward Sierra Ward 
      

Those in care facilities: 
Close to Home, Bolivar: Vanita Permar  

St. Anne Home: Audrey Troutman 

Westmoreland Manor:  Peg Hobbs, Ruth Gesalman 

Redstone Highlands: Bernie Fisher (Murrysville), Charlotte Hein,  

New Haven Court: Mildred Cramer, Norma Menoher, Becky Demi, Eleanor Besser, Carole 

Bridges, Jane Croushore 

Stone Brook Manor: Eleanor Elliott 
 

Those in the Service   

NATIONAL GUARD  Spencer Goehrig     

IRAQ:    Paul Harrold, Tyler Beranek 

NAVY:    Michael Shupe, Cameron Lipko 

ITALY:    Derek Leach 

ARMY RESERVES:  Ryan Ilich 

FORT LEWIS:   Lindsey Patrick 
 

We pray for the safety of all military personnel and their families and give  

thanks to God for their service to our nation. 
 

Friends and relatives of the Good Shepherd family: 

Jean Bice – Brain bleed – Friend of Jean Turnbull 

Jerry Ferraro – friend battling cancer – requested by Lynne Lipko 

Debbi Brown – Cancer – requested by Bonnie Altman 

Riley Balcita – Childhood Leukemia – Requested by Rich Welsh 

Sandy Fontana – Cancer – Requested by Darlene Frederickson 

Dick Jones – Parkinson’s – brother of Marion Bendl 

Jill Coates -- sister-in-law of Joyce Coates 

Dave Dubinsky – Friend of Territs & Wrights 

Andy Evans – Friend of Wright Family 

 

We welcome names for the Good Shepherd prayer list. Names 

will appear on the list for one month unless we are contacted to 

keep them longer. Thank you. 
 

It is with great sadness we announce the passing of: 
 

Gwen Lysyk 

Gustave Rappold, Father of Dee Salentino 
 


