
 
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 
Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

April 7, 2019 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

“Fifth Sunday in Lent”  
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “RHOYSMEDRE” R.V. WILLIAMS 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us, 

anoint us, and make us new.   Amen. 
 

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of mercy.  
 

God at the margins,  

We have wandered far from your home; again and again. We lose our way. We turn 

inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that you have saved your people before 

and promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces 

toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love 

overflows.  Amen 
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Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like manna in the desert, 

God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to meet you again this 

day, forgiving your sins for the sake of Christ, leading you from death into life.   Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “CHRIST, THE LIFE OF ALL THE LIVING” ELW 339 
 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

+ KYRIE 

 
 

 
 



 
 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. 

Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may 

proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.        Amen. 

      

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21 

 
16Thus says the LORD, 

  who makes a way in the sea, 

  a path in the mighty waters, 

 17who brings out chariot and horse, 

  army and warrior; 

 they lie down, they cannot rise, 

  they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

 18Do not remember the former things, 

  or consider the things of old. 

 19I am about to do a new thing; 

  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

 I will make a way in the wilderness 

  and rivers in the desert. 

 20The wild animals will honor me, 

  the jackals and the ostriches; 

 for I give water in the wilderness, 

  rivers in the desert, 

 



 

 to give drink to my chosen people, 

  21the people whom I formed for myself 

 so that they might declare my praise. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 126 

 
 

  1When the LORD restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 

  then were we like | those who dream. 

 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy. 

  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for them.” 

 3The LORD has done great | things for us, 

  and we are | glad indeed. 

 4Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD, 

  like the watercourses | of the Negeb. R 

 5Those who | sowed with tears 

  will reap with | songs of joy. 

 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 

  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. R 

 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 3:4b-14 

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 

a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the 

church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More 

than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 

rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 

my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the  

 



 

righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if 

somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 

make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider 

that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 

straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

+LENTEN ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: John 12:1-8 
 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 
 

 

1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 

raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was 

one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure 

nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the 

fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about 

to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the 

money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because 

he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus  

 



 

said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 
8You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

SERMON 
 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “JESUS, KEEP ME NEAR THE CROSS” ELW 335 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (10:30) 

 

+APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the church, 

for people in need, and for all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of resurrection and new life, inspire your church to reconsider what makes us holy. 

When we focus on our own piety or others’ sin, show us Christ’s faithfulness. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Wherever destruction by flood, famine, or fire has devastated land and lives, cause green 

shoots to spring up, giving hope and vision for your promised future. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Where nations are embroiled in chaos and unrest, cut a clear path for your people to 

follow. Lead us in ways of reconciliation, and foretell the new things you prepare. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Wipe away the tears of those who weep under the burdens of hard labor and despair 

(especially). Restore them, and bring them into the joy of your presence. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Permeate this world with the sweet perfume of Christ’s anointing. Fill your people with 

such gratitude that it spills over into service of those who are poor or in any need. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Accompany those for whom death draws near. Bring us with all your saints to receive the 

abundance of heavenly glory through the covenant Christ sealed in his death and 

resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways; through 

the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 



 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY (8:30) “WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS 

CROSS” 

D. HEGARTY 

   

ANTHEM (10:30) “AH, HOLY JESUS” SENIOR CHOIR 

    

 

 
 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A Generous God,     

C you feed us with the harvest of the land, and you provide for our every need. 

Receive our gifts of money, imagination and labor, and transform them into a 

feast that welcomes all, in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest.    Amen. 
 



 

 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 

 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 



 

 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

With  name/s and  your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Christ has prepared the feast. Come to the table where all are welcomed home. 
 

 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, 

if you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship 

Assistant. 
 



 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 343, 

327, 490. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 



 

 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing, turning our 

emptiness into joy. Filled with your abundant grace, send us now to be ministers of 

reconciliation, mending broken hearts, working for justice, and striving for peace among 

all people, in the name of Jesus Christ.    Amen. 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

 

God, who fills the creation with abundance, Christ who spreads his arms in forgiveness, 

Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us,  bless you and bring you to life everlasting.  

Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS 

CROSS” 

ELW 803 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  “WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT LABT 

WALTEN” 

J.S. BACH 

 
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 



 
A LIVING GIFT HAS been designated by: 

 

Chris & Dave Loughran to the Deficit in honor of Barb Spitznogle. 

 

Today we welcome through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Kristina Mae King, daughter 

of Andrew & Rachel (Territ) King and granddaughter of Bob & Debbie Territ. And 

Ty’reon Lamar Raymond Morrison, son of Kimberly Morrison. 

 

 

SERVING TODAY:     8:30          10:30        

Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Chris Loughran Doris Wood 

Acolyte Cole Williams Cody Barnard 

Crucifer XXX XXX 

Greeters   Fran Ober 

Ushers  Ken Hill 

Altar Guild Jackie Sheleheda Janet Ambrose 

Counters  Sue Strasser & Barb 

Henderson 
 

 We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register.  

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 

 



 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF April 7 - 14, 2019 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion  

 4:00 pm. Pack 416 Committee Meeting 

 5:30 pm. Troop 416 Committee Meeting 

 6:00 pm. Senior Youth 

 7:00 pm. 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 

Monday 6:30 pm. Webelos 

  7:00 pm. Family Fun Night Meeting 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot – Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

 12:30 pm. Parkinson’s Support Group 

 6:30 pm. AOL/Wolves 2 

 7:00 pm.  Books, Games & Scriptures 

 7:00 pm. Meals on Wheels Meeting 

Wednesday  6:00 pm. Soup & Sandwich 

 7:00 pm. Evening Prayer Service 

 7:30 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 6:00 pm. Brownies 

Friday 9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday   Work Day 

 10:00 am. Easter Egg Hunt 

  11:30 am. First Holy Communion Class 

  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion  

 6:00 pm. Bible Study 

 

Join us Easter morning  
April 21st, 2018 

Continental Breakfast following Sunrise service 
9:00 am. Bring your favorite breakfast dish to share before the 

10:30 am. service.  
Sign up in Commons Area. 

 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Soup & Sandwich - 6:00 pm. & Evening Service – 7:00 pm. 
Join us Wednesdays during Lent before the 7:00 pm. Evening Prayer Service. Bring your 
own sandwich and enjoy a bowl of soup on us. Host committees are needed. Sign up in 
the Commons Area. 

 

Palm Saturday/Sunday Readers 
Please sign up in the hallway if you are willing to read a part in The Passion at a specific 
service. 
 

Family Fun Night Meeting – Monday, April 8th at 7:00 pm. 
 

Books, Games and Scriptures 
 BGS will meet Tuesday, April 9th at 7 pm. All are welcome. Bring a favorite book and 

game to share and enjoy a fun relaxing evening of great fellowship. 

EASTER BASKETS 

The congregation is invited to help assemble Easter Baskets for six neighborhood families 

to assure that they have a joyful Easter celebration this April. There is a display in the church 

hallway with items needed to fill these Easter Baskets. Simply take one or more flowers with 

the food items you would like to donate, and bring your items to the church office by Palm 

Sunday (April 14th). Thank you for your generosity. 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 
10:00am 

Registration is required. Forms will be available in Commons Area 
All forms must be turned in by Sunday, April 7th 

Candy donations are still needed. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
April 13 – WORK DAY  

Help with a Spring Clean Up! 

 
 


