
 
The Evangelical L  utheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:00 am. – 1:30 pm., Tues. 6:30 pm. – 8:30 pm.  

Wed. 9:30 am. – 11:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

April 28, 2019 – 8:30 am. & 10:30 am. 

“Second Sunday of Easter” 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “COME, YE FAITHFUL” E. BROUGHTON 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “THINE IS THE GLORY” ELW 376 
 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+HYMN OF PRAISE (WOMEN VS. 1 & 3, MEN VS. 2 & 4) 

 



 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen 

Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the 

body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32 

 
27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high 

priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet 

here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this 

man’s blood on us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than 

any human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by 

hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he 

might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these 

things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 118 

 
 

 14The LORD is my strength | and my song, 

  and has become | my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the LORD| is exalted! 

  The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not | die, but live, 

  and declare the works | of the LORD. R 
 18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 

 19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD. 

 



 

 20“This is the gate | of the LORD; 

  here the righ- | teous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 

  and you have become | my salvation. R 
 22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 

  has become the chief | cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has | this been done; 

  it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the | LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 

 25Hosanna! | O LORD, save us! 

  We pray to you, LORD, pros- | per our days! R 
 26Blessed is the one who comes in the name | of the LORD; 

  we bless you from the house | of the LORD. 

 27The LORD is God and has giv- | en us light. 

  Form a procession with branches up to the corners | of the altar. 
 28You are my God, and | I will thank you; 

  you are my God, and I | will exalt you. 

 29Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy en- | dures forever. R 
 

SECOND READING:  Revelation 1:4-8 

 
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  

  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from 

the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a 

kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

  every eye will see him, 

 even those who pierced him; 

  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen. 

  8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is 

to come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 

nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 



 

 
 

+SERMON   

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “AT THE LAMBS HIGH FEAST WE SING” ELW 362 

 

RECOGNITION OF FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASS 

 

+ NICENE CREED   

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and 

all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Strengthen the witness of your church in all corners of the world. Make us visible signs of 

your grace so others see your goodness and come to believe. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Breathe life and peace into your creation. Protect homes, fields, and communities from 

damaging winds. Bless environmentalists, engineers, and legislators who work to curb 

pollution and to ensure clean air for us and for future generations. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Give to all government leaders a renewed spirit of humility and servanthood, following the 

example of Christ, our leader, savior, and ruler. Uphold cease-fires, treaties, and all 

agreements and agencies that further the cause of peace on earth (especially). Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

By the resurrection of the wounded Christ, draw near to those wounded in body or spirit. 

Liberate all who are bound by grief, abuse, addiction, or pain. Restore faith to the 

despairing and hope to the suffering (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Protect and provide for all whom you send out in mission across the world. Empower 

global mission organizations and partners who provide for the physical and spiritual needs 

of our neighbors. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give you thanks for all the saints who believed in you and who now enjoy eternal life 

in your name (especially). Sustain us with your everlasting presence, for you are Alpha and 

Omega, our beginning and our end. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving 

help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY “NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES” P. MANZ 

 

ANTHEM (10:30) “CHRISTUS RESURREXIT” SENIOR CHOIR 

   

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Risen one, 

C as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal. 

Nourish us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and 

all for your love’s sake.   Amen. 
 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages 

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

through whom you created all things, 

and in whom you take delight. 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot 

and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

and won for you a holy people; 

he stretched out his hands in suffering 

in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table. Alleluia! 

Come to the feast. 
 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children may 

come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if you would like to receive 

grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

During the distribution the congregation and choir shall join in singing Lamb of God 

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 820, 

386 (vs. 5-8), 393. 



 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of 

Christ, broken for us. Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love 

into the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

The blessing of the living God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain you, 

keep you from harm, and fill you with courage.   Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “THAT EASTER DAY WITH JOY WAS BRIGHT” ELW 384 

 

DISMISSAL 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE “POSTLUDE ON LLANFAIR” R. POWELL 
 

Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 



 

 

 

Music Director    Nancy Flinner 

Organist     Jean Brunot 

 

SERVING TODAY:  

     8:30         10:30  
Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Rich Welsh Joy Stynchula 

Acolyte David Welsh Domenic Cuda 

Crucifer XXX Nicholas Cuda 

Greeters Open Jim & Lisa Hook 

Ushers Open Rob & Josh Lipko 

Altar Guild Tammy Welsh Lisa Hook 

Counters  Chuck Luffy &  

 

 

 
 

Today, we welcome to the Lord’s Table the following First Holy Communion students: 
 

Paige Hill    Addison Hoone Giovanna Jones  Ty’reon Morrison 

 

 
 

Included in your bulletin this week are inserts and 

donation envelopes for Blanket Weekend. If you would 

like your donation to be listed in the Mother’s Day 

weekend bulletin, please have your donations to the 

office by Monday, May 6th. Thank you.   
 

 

 



 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF April 28 – May 5, 2019 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Last Sunday School 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 6:00 pm. VBS Planning Meeting 

 7:00 pm. 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 

Tuesday 9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. Chat-n-Sew 

Wednesday   LIFELINE SCREENING 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday   Dryridge Garden Club 

Friday   Dryridge Garden Club 

Saturday   8:00 am. –1:00 pm. DRYRIDGE PLANT SALE 

 5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. “Giving in Grace” Bible Study 

 9:30 am. Fellowship Meeting 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 3:00 pm. Pack 416 Committee Meeting 

 6:00 pm. 7th Grade Confirmation 

 7:00 pm 8th Grade Confirmation 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 Committee 

Meeting 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you would like to include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church office 

by Wednesday before 12:00 pm. The bulletin is run Wednesday afternoons and folded first 

thing Thursday Morning. Thank you. 
 

Tickets for the annual May WELCA Dinner featuring Gary Pratt will be sold 

for TWO weekends only starting this weekend and May 4th and 5th. Final 

chance to buy tickets will be May 6th in the office until 2 pm. Tickets will not 

be available after that. Please make checks out to WELCA. Prices are $16 for 

adults, $10 for children 6 - 10, and free for 5 and under. Join us for a great meal 

and entertainment. 
 

 

**There will be a VBS Volunteer Planning Meeting Sunday, April 
28 at 6:00pm** 

**Please contact Rachel King if you are able to help out! 

724-454-6476 

 



 

Just A reminder that May Backpack donations are due back by  
May 5th. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Blood Drive - June 26, 2019. 

Do not donate after May 1st to be eligible. 
 

 

FIRST, WE GIVE OF OURSELVES KICK-OFF SUNDAY 
Today we begin a three year journey in growing discipleship and generosity. We are 

calling this growth, “First, We Give of Ourselves”. This spring we start our journey by 

exploring the posture of “giving in grace.” Questions such as: “What is God’s grace?”, 

“How do we receive the gift of grace?” and “How do we give in grace?” will be the focus 

of our conversation. This will be a time to grow in discipleship and explore the spiritual 

reasons why we give of our gifts of time, abilities, spiritual gifts, and financial resources 

for ministry. 
  

GIVING IN GRACE Bible Study 
Next week, our all congregation Bible Study begins with a variety of opportunities to 

participate. This is a four week study and a key spiritual growth opportunity in the “First, 

We Give of Ourselves” emphasis. 

  

We look forward to seeing everyone at one of the Bible Study sessions each week. 

  

Bible Study #1 
Saturday May 4th at 6:30 pm 

Sunday May 5th at 9:30 am 

  

Bible Study #2 
Saturday May 11th at 6:30 pm 

Sunday May 12th at 9:30 am 

  

Bible Study #3 
Saturday May 18th at 6:30 pm 

Sunday May 19th at 9:30 am 

  

Bible Study #4 
Saturday May 25th at 6:30 pm 

Sunday May 26th at 9:30 am 
  


