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A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

March 24, 2019 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

“Third Sunday in Lent”  
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “JESUS KEEP ME NEAR THE CROSS” L. SMITH 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us, 

anoint us, and make us new.   Amen. 
 

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of mercy.  
 

God at the margins,  

We have wandered far from your home; again and again. We lose our way. We turn 

inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that you have saved your people before 

and promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces 

toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love 

overflows.  Amen 
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Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like manna in the desert, 

God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to meet you again this 

day, forgiving your sins for the sake of Christ, leading you from death into life.   Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “IN TH ECROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY” ELW 324 
 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

+ KYRIE 

 
 

 



 

 
 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and 

resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving 

love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9 
1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

  come to the waters; 

 and you that have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 



 

 6Seek the LORD while he may be found, 

  call upon him while he is near; 

 7let the wicked forsake their way, 

  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

 let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 

  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

  nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 

 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

  so are my ways higher than your ways 

  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 63:1-8 

 
 1O God, you are my God; eager- | ly I seek you; 

  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where 

there | is no water. 

 2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your | holy place, 

  that I might behold your power | and your glory. 

 3For your steadfast love is better than | life itself; 

  my lips shall | give you praise. 

 4So will I bless you as long | as I live 

  and lift up my hands | in your name. R 

 5My spirit is content, as with the rich- | est of foods, 

  and my mouth praises you with | joyful lips, 

 6when I remember you up- | on my bed, 

  and meditate on you in | the night watches. 

 7For you have | been my helper, 

  and under the shadow of your wings I | will rejoice. 

 8My whole being | clings to you; 

  your right hand | holds me fast. R 



 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

 
1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the 

cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in 

the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they 

drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, 

God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. 

  6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they 

did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to 

eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as 

some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ 

to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10And do not complain as 

some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11These things happened to them to 

serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the 

ages have come. 12So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13No 

testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not 

let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out 

so that you may be able to endure it. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

+LENTEN ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9 
 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 
 



 

 

 

1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because 

these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3No, I 

tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were 

killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders 

than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 

perish just as they did.” 

  6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 

looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three 

years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why 

should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig 

around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you 

can cut it down.’ ” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

SERMON 
 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “JESUS STILL LEAD ON” ELW 624 
 

+APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the church, 

for people in need, and for all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, build up the body of Christ and cause the gifts of your Spirit to grow among us. 

Lead us to recognize your saving work through the spiritual practices you encourage. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Water the earth with gentle rains and melting snow. Provide clean water for drinking, 

washing, and nourishing plants that will bear fruit for your creatures. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Uphold people who speak your righteousness in the face of religious or political 

persecution. Receive martyrs (like Oscar Arnulfo Romero, whom we commemorate today) 

into your everlasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Provide relief for those suffering and in pain (especially). Grant wisdom to health care 

workers who seek to diagnose ailments, and bring healing to patients. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Promote unity within your church and among the nations. Uncover the common threads in 

our shared humanity, and keep us from making hasty judgments about others. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Knit together the communion of saints, and bind us to Christ, our head. Through the 

diversity of gifts present in our communities, help us to overcome our limitations and 

increase our understanding of ourselves and others. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways; through 

the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 



 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY (8:30) “I DO BELIEVE” R. WILSON 

   

ANTHEM (10:30) “GOD IS HERE” SENIOR CHOIR 

    

 

 
 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A Generous God,     

C you feed us with the harvest of the land, and you provide for our every need. 

Receive our gifts of money, imagination and labor, and transform them into a 

feast that welcomes all, in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest.    Amen. 
 

 

 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

 



 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 



 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

With  name/s and  your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Christ has prepared the feast. Come to the table where all are welcomed home. 
 

 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, 

if you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship 

Assistant. 
 

 
 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 779, 

542, 484. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 



 

 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing, turning your 

emptiness into joy. Filled with your abundant grace, send us now to be ministers of 

reconciliation, mending broken hearts, working for justice, and striving for peace among 

all people, in the name of Jesus Christ.    Amen. 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

 

God, who fills the creation with abundance, Christ who spreads his arms in forgiveness, 

Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us,  bless you and bring you to life everlasting.  

Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “JESUS PRICELESS TREASURE” ELW 775 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  O LAMB OF GOD” J.S. BACH 

 
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 



 

 

SERVING TODAY:     8:30          10:30        

Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Rich Welsh Shelley Cottrill 

Acolyte David Welsh Cody Barnard 

Crucifer XXX XXX 

Greeters   Denny & Carol Clawson 

Ushers  Chuck Luffy & Andrew 

King 

Altar Guild Tammy Welsh Shelley Cottrill 

Counters  Shelley Cottrill & Gail 

Brown 
 

 We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register.  

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

Good Shepherd’s Sixth Annual Art Show 
 

Sponsored by the Fellowship Committee 
 

The Sixth Annual Good Shepherd Art Show is this next weekend, from 6:30 till 8:00 after Saturday 

service, with an encore show between Sunday services. Everybody is invited to attend! We are 

asking members to display their artwork, craftwork, photography, woodwork, sculpture, design, 

painting, construction, stitchwork, design coloring books… All ages! Last year we had 125 

submissions from 51 contributors! The range of ages was 3 thru 91. Grandparents, bring your 

grandchildren’s art! Parents, feel free to submit your child’s art projects, or your parent’s art, as 

well as your own! Please submit your forms today so I can begin work on the program! Or you can 

simply bring your art to the church Saturday from 10 to 4 and fill out the form then. Any questions 

contact Jack Gesalman, 724-837-7556! Registration forms are available on the Greeter’s Table or 

on line at the church website. Please register before Thursday so Jenny can download them for 

me. A sign-up sheet is posted, if you wish to bring desserts and hors-d’oeuvres to the reception 

on Saturday. Bring your art to the church on Saturday from 10 to 4 or make arrangements with 

Jack if you have a conflict. Art can be picked up after 10:30 till 12 on Sunday. Come and enjoy 

the art and the desserts and hors-d’oeuvres at the reception on Saturday 

 

 



 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF March 24 - 31, 2019 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion  

Monday 6:30 pm. Webelos 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot – Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

 6:30 pm. AOL/Wolves 2 

Wednesday 9:30 am. Newsletter Folding 

  6:00 pm. Soup & Sandwich 

 7:00 pm. Evening Prayer Service 

 7:30 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 6:00 pm. Brownies 

 6:00 pm. Dryridge Garden Club 

Friday 9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday 11:00 am. First Holy Communion Class 

  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

 6:30 pm. Art Show 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday School 

  Art Show between services 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion  

 6:00 pm. 7th Grade Confirmation 

 7:00 pm. 8th Grade Confirmation 

 

Soup & Sandwich - 6:00 pm. & Evening Service – 7:00 pm. 
Join us Wednesdays during Lent before the 7:00 pm. Evening Prayer Service. Bring your 
own sandwich and enjoy a bowl of soup on us. Soupmakers and host committees are 
needed. Sign up in the Commons Area. 

 

Fellowship Meetings 
The next Fellowship meeting will be March 31st at 9:30 am. The monthly meetings will be 
moved to the first Sunday of the month beginning in May. 

 

Palm Saturday/Sunday Readers 
Please sign up in the hallway if you are willing to read a part in The Passion at a specific 
service. 
 



 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 
10:00am 

Registration is required. Forms will be available in Commons Area 
All forms must be turned in by Sunday, April 7th 

 

 

 

The Lily Project 

The Lily project provides clothing for victims of Domestic Abuse and Rape. The Lily was 

chosen as a symbol for this project because it stands for strength, beauty and vitality and is 

a symbol of the Women of the ELCA logo. This is a much needed service at our local 

hospitals, reporting five to six victims each month. When these victims go to the ER, their 

clothing is removed and sealed in a bag and held for future evidence. Very often the 

victims are sent home in hospital gowns and PJ bottoms.  

 

A group of Lutheran women from Erie started this project and it is now spreading all over 

the country in ELCA churches. The Lily project collects sweat suits, underwear and socks, 

packages them according to sizes and distributes them to hospitals in the area. Good 

Shepherd has been assigned to donate a minimum of five sets of clothing. 

  

Specifics are:   

 

Sweat pants with an elastic waist (Male size small) 

Sweat shirts with either snaps or zippers - NO pull overs (Male size small) 

Cotton underwear (Small 5/6) 

Socks.  

 

Sweat outfits do not have to match, suggested colors are grey, black or navy. No bright 

colors.   

  

We hope Good Shepherd will be supportive of this project. We will be collecting through 

April 12th. April happens to be Domestic Abuse Month. Monetary Donations are also 

welcome. Please mark “Lily Project” on the envelope.  

 

 

Sign up to donate an item in the Commons area. 
 


