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A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

March 17, 2019 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

“Second Sunday in Lent”  
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “PRELUDE ON ‘ROCKINGHAM’” L. SMITH 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us, 

anoint us, and make us new.   Amen. 
 

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of mercy.  
 

God at the margins,  

We have wandered far from your home; again and again. We lose our way. We turn 

inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that you have saved your people before 

and promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces 

toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love 

overflows.  Amen 
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Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like manna in the desert, 

God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to meet you again this 

day, forgiving your sins for the sake of Christ, leading you from death into life.   Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “LEAD ON, KING ETERNAL” ELW 805 
 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

+ KYRIE 

 
 

 



 

 
 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world. 

Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in 

the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

 
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, 

what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 

Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in 

my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not 

be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside 

and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he 

said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD 

reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

  7Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to 

give you this land to possess.” 8But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall 

possess it?” 9He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years 

old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10He brought him all these 

and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in 

two. 11And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

  12As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 

darkness descended upon him. 

 

 



 

 

  17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 

passed between these pieces. 18On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, 

“To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 

Euphrates.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 27 

 
 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 

  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 

 2When evildoers close in against me to de- | vour my flesh, 

  they, my foes and my enemies, will stum- | ble and fall. 
 3Though an army encamp against me, my heart | will not fear. 

  Though war rise up against me, my trust will | not be shaken. 

 4One thing I ask of the LORD; one | thing I seek; 

  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the 

beauty of the LORD and to seek God | in the temple. R 
 5For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 

  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock. 

 6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me. 

  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing 

and make music | to the LORD. 
 7Hear my voice, O LORD, | when I call; 

  have mercy on me and | answer me. 

 8My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O LORD, | I will seek. R 
 9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger. 

  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of | my 

salvation. 

 10Though my father and my moth- | er forsake me, 

  the LORD will | take me in. 
 11Teach me your | way, O LORD; 

  lead me on a level path, because of | my oppressors. 

 



 

 12Subject me not to the will | of my foes, 

  for they rise up against me, false witnesses | breathing violence. 
 13This I believe—that I will see the goodness | of the LORD 

  in the land | of the living! 

 14Wait for the LORD| and be strong. 

  Take heart and wait | for the LORD! R 

 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 3:17-4:1 
17Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 

example you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told 

you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is destruction; their god is the 

belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20But our 

citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 21He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the 

body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 
4:1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 

firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

+LENTEN ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 
 

 



 

 

31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for 

Herod wants to kill you.” 32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am 

casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish 

my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 

impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city 

that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to 

gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 

willing! 35See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time 

comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

SERMON 
 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “I HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY” ELW 611 
 

+APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the church, 

for people in need, and for all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Compassionate God, call your people to stand firm as citizens of heaven. As we are 

humbled by your wondrous love, nurture such mercy in our hearts and ministries. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Display your faithfulness to creation in the changing of the seasons. Orchestrate the great 

song of praise that comes from rivers, birds, mountains, livestock, and wind. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Drown out the terror in the world with acts of lovingkindness and generosity. Release 

political leaders from pride and fear to act justly and to serve citizens. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Rush to answer those who cry out to you in time of trial (especially). Give shelter to your 

vulnerable children, and cover them in the comfort of your mothering wings. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Grant solace to people who long to be parents, but have faced difficulty in bearing or 

adopting children. Build life-giving parent and child relationships for the sake of all. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Build up your holy community of saints through the work of bishops and missionaries (like 

Patrick, whom we commemorate today). Spread your word through your people for the 

sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways; through 

the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 



 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY (8:30) “CROSS OF SORROW” F. SCHUBERT 

   

ANTHEM (10:30) “GOD DO LOVED THE WORLD” SENIOR CHOIR 

    

 

 
 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A Generous God,     

C you feed us with the harvest of the land, and you provide for our every need. 

Receive our gifts of money, imagination and labor, and transform them into a 

feast that welcomes all, in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest.    Amen. 
 

 

 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

 



 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 



 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

With  name/s and  your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Christ has prepared the feast. Come to the table where all are welcomed home. 
 

 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, 

if you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship 

Assistant. 
 

 
 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 759, 

796, 719. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 



 

 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing, turning your 

emptiness into joy. Filled with your abundant grace, send us now to be ministers of 

reconciliation, mending broken hearts, working for justice, and striving for peace among 

all people, in the name of Jesus Christ.    Amen. 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

 

God, who fills the creation with abundance, Christ who spreads his arms in forgiveness, 

Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us,  bless you and bring you to life everlasting.  

Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “FAITH OF OUR FATHERS” ELW 812 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  “HERZLIEBSTER JESU, WAS HAST 

DU” 

J.S. BACH 

 
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 



 
A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 

 

Grandma & Pappy Brown to Long Range Initiative in honor of Jeff Brown’s 8th Birthday. 

 

SERVING TODAY:     8:30          10:30        

Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Open Alice Podolinski 

Acolyte Open Kayden Askey 

Crucifer XXX XXX 

Greeters   Bob Davidson 

Ushers  Roger Sullenberger & 

George Billig 

Altar Guild Jackie Sheleheda Jessica Darragh 

Counters  Jim Stewart & Harry 

Harbaugh 
 

 We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register.  

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

Good Shepherd’s Sixth Annual Art Show 
 

Sponsored by the Fellowship Committee 
It is time to register your artwork! Make it a little easier on me by registering your art by next 
weekend!  I can start working on the program and the labels ahead of time!. The Art Show is on 
March 30th after the 5:30 service with an encore show on the 31st between services. Every year it 
has continued to grow with more exhibitors and with more exhibits. Finish that winter project or 
submit it as a work in progress! Then share it with others at our next year’s show. Share the 
talents of your children, grandchildren or parents. Last year we had 125 pieces including pencil 
drawings, photography, quilts, cross stitch, paintings, ceramics, and clay sculpture among others. 
The 51 exhibiters ranged in age from 3 to 91. The show is a success because of the variety of our 
exhibits. If you’ve shown before, I hope you’re planning on showing something new this year, and 
if you haven’t shown anything make this year the year to join the exhibit. The registration forms 
are on the greeter’s table and the sign-up sheet is posted if you wish to bring desserts and hors-
d’oeuvres to the reception on Saturday. Bring your art to the church on Saturday from 10 to 4 or 
make arrangements with Jack if you have a problem. Art can be picked up after 10:30 till 12 on 
Sunday.  Any questions contact Jack Gesalman, 724-837-7556! 
 

 



 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF March 17 - 24, 2019 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion  

 6:00 pm. 7th Grade Confirmation 

 7:00 pm. 8th Grade Confirmation 

Monday  Newsletter Deadline 

  6:00 pm. Brownies 

 6:00 pm. – 7:00 pm. Scouts - Hallway 

  7:00 pm. Council Meeting 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot – Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

 10:00 am. Unity Quilters 

   Greensburg Ministerium 

 6:00 pm. Wolves 

Wednesday 5:30 pm. Bears 

  6:00 pm. Soup & Sandwich 

 7:00 pm. Evening Prayer Service 

 7:30 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 6:30 pm. Lions 

Friday 9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday 11:00 am. First Holy Communion Class 

  Territ – Social Room 

  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion  
 

 

Soup & Sandwich - 6:00 pm. & Evening Service – 7:00 pm. 
Join us Wednesdays during Lent before the 7:00 pm. Evening Prayer Service. Bring your 
own sandwich and enjoy a bowl of soup on us. Soupmakers and host committees are 
needed. Sign up in the Commons Area. 

 

Fellowship Meetings 
The next Fellowship meeting will be March 31st at 9:30 am. The monthly meetings will be 
moved to the first Sunday of the month beginning in May. 

 

 



 

 

 

The Lily Project 

 

The Lily project provides clothing for victims of Domestic Abuse and Rape. The Lily was 

chosen as a symbol for this project because it stands for strength, beauty and vitality and is 

a symbol of the Women of the ELCA logo. This is a much needed service at our local 

hospitals, reporting five to six victims each month. When these victims go to the ER, their 

clothing is removed and sealed in a bag and held for future evidence. Very often the 

victims are sent home in hospital gowns and PJ bottoms.  

 

A group of Lutheran women from Erie started this project and it is now spreading all over 

the country in ELCA churches. The Lily project collects sweat suits, underwear and socks, 

packages them according to sizes and distributes them to hospitals in the area. Good 

Shepherd has been assigned to donate a minimum of five sets of clothing. 

  

Specifics are:   

 

Sweat pants with an elastic waist (Male size small) 

Sweat shirts with either snaps or zippers - NO pull overs (Male size small) 

Cotton underwear (Small 5/6) 

Socks.  

 

Sweat outfits do not have to match, suggested colors are grey, black or navy. No bright 

colors.   

  

We hope Good Shepherd will be supportive of this project. We will be collecting through 

April 12th. April happens to be Domestic Abuse Month. Monetary Donations are also 

welcome. Please mark “Lily Project” on the envelope.  

 

 

Sign up to donate an item in the Commons area. 
 


